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‘To the beloved members of my family 
whose examplary behaviour and co-operation 
enabled me to run a joint hindu family in 
an enviable manner in the days when the 


system was almost on its last legs. 
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PREFACE 


Any foreign rule good or bad, smacks of slavery 
which no nation tolerates. The Indian nation had to go 
through a great national struggle to get rid of the foreign 
rulc. All those who considered themselves a part of . the 
Indian nation contributed to this struggle to the best of 
their ability. Those who were unable to make physical, 
material or financial contribution, resorted to silent 
prayers. ; 

Independencé came at last in 1947 bringing bound- 
less joy to the nation but not without its dismal aspects. 


The country was partitioned and large scale bloodshed — 


_ followed. Painful though this vivisection was, it releived . 


India of many of its headaches. 


Patiently did the people wait for years, to see their 
dreams materialise, making full allowance for the country’s 
teething tronbles. They saw a glimpse of their improving 
living standards, probably resulting from huge foreign 
debts, but were soon disappointed to see that instead of 
maintaining a steady progress, the country moved back 
to a zero economy, with the result that within 26 year of 
independence, a political, social and economic crisis has 

` gripped the country. 


According to one news-paper. ‘There has been 
more Government violence onthe people during the 26 


CC-0. Nanaji Deshmukh Library, BJP, Jammu. Digitized by eGangotri 


(ii) 


years of independence than in twice as many years prece- 
ding it, including the Jallianwala massacre.” 

The nation is badly ailing and what might happen 
to it is anybody’s guess. The ailment has been diagnosed 
and its causes discovered but the doctors in-charge are in 
a State of confusion. Some foreign prescriptions that have 
been tried from behind the iron curtain have caused the 
patient vomitting. Some indigenous physicians are offer- 
ing sure remedies but these cannot be trusted, being out 
of date. Those capable of exercising an independent 
check on patient’s unsuitable diet or movements, have 
been told to mind their own business. 

Rapidly falling standards of morality are at the root 
of the whole trouble. Everything must therefore be done 
to regain the high standards of morality of the old days. 
Education must be so: reformed as to inculcate moral 
values and righteous conduct. Religious preaching by 
educational, social and religious institutions must be 
vigorously revived and the Government machinery fully 
geared to fight evil by deterent punishments. 

If the people of India and their leaders, occasionally 
take a day off from politics and devote it to raise 
their moral standard, the nation’s ailments will 
surely be cured and with it will end the nationwide frust- 
ration and malaise which has resulted from this ail- 
Ment. All well wishers of the country should make a 


Serious effort to pull the nation out of the sea of moral 


degradation in which it is drowning itself. Even individual 
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(ili) 
contribution in this direction, however, insignificant js 
worth making. Itis with this end in view that this 
insignifioant contribution is being made in the form of 


this book. If it achieves nothing else it will at-least invite 
the people’s attantion to the need of the hour. 


se 


ey fe 
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ERRATUM 


Too obvious errors of punctuation, apostrophe, spacing 
capital, small or upside down letters, have been excluded. 


ose 


Page (ii) line 95-26 for this ailment read, these ailments.. 
Page (iii) line 3 word 1 read, insignificant. 

Page 2 line 2 word 6 read, pretend. 

Page 3 line 3 word 4 read, the. 

Page 4 line 6 last word read, unemployment. 

Page 5 line 3 last word read, against. 


Page 9 lines 1 and 4 for yeards read, yards. Line 2 word 4 
read, Gurgaon. Š 


Page 12 line 10 word 5 read, corruption, 
Page 13 line 14 word 5 read, woman. 
Page 15 line 3 last word read, girl. 

Page 16 line 14 word 3 read, bribe. 


Page 20 line 3 word 6, read, authorities. Line 19 word 6 
read, manifestation. 


Page 23 line 20 word 3 read, campus. 

Page 24 line Jast but one word 6 read, question. 

Page 25 line 17 word 6 read, adopted. Line 21 word 6 
read, copying. 

Page 27 line four from bottom delete, the. 

Page 29 last line word 6 read, first. 

Page 33 line 8 from bottom word 1 read, Taxman. 

Page 38 last line word 2 read, signatories. 
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Page 40 line 2 word 5 read, available. Line 5 word 5 read, 
appointments 

Page 41 line 13 word 3 read, Mrs. 

‘Page 43 line 1l word 2 read, assembly. 

Page 45 line 2 word 6 read, made. 

Page 45 line 5 from bottom, word.6 read, supersession. 

Page 47 line 20 word 2 read, undisputable. 

Page 48 line | after 13 add, of. Line’3*read last three words, 
before Hegde. Line 11 word 3 read, reframed. 

Page 49 line 13 after, to, add, a. Line 20 word 2, read, tools 
word 4 read develope. Line 21 word 6 read’prying. 
Last line word’ 5 read, series. 

Page 51 line 2 word 3 réad, incite. “Line 4 from bottom 
word 6 read, weaknesses. 

Page 52 last line word 1 read, socially. 


Page 53 para 3 line 1 word 4 read, possible. Next line word 4 
1 delete, s 

Page 55 line | word 4 read, seperately. Line 9 word 7 read, 
Krishna. 


Page 58 line 6 last word read, better. 

Page 61 last para, line 4.add, code, as first word. 

Page 67 line 5:word 6, delete. Line 6 word 5 read, - films. 
Line |6\word :2.read, practical. 

Page 68 line 3 word 4 read, losing. 

Page 69 line 11 word 6'read, ‘he. Line 13’ word’ } Tead} than. 

Page 73 line 2 word 6 read, comes. 

Page 74 line'8 word Sead, tate. Line 16 “word -6 read, 
children, Line 18‘word:6 read, ‘is. Hine 25 word‘ 1 


DR -.. 
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(iii) 
read, How. 

Page 76 line last but one words 3 and 4.read, the craze. 

Page 77 line 6 word 10 read, or. Line 8 after daughters, 
add, in. = 

Page 78 line 4 word 4 delete, h. 

Page 80 line 19 word 7 read, being. 

Page 81 line 8 word 3 read, advantage. Line 16 word 12, 
delete. 

Page, 83:line 8 word 1 read, mouth. Line 9 begin bracket 
after China and close bracket before and, in next 
line. Line:18' word 7 read, kind. 

Page 84 line last but one, after states read, have. 

Page 85 line 21 word 7 read, kilometre. Line 24 after, incre- 
asing, read, inspite of the increase in. 

Page 87 line 17 word 5 read, then. Line 20 for 7, at both 

5 places read, 8: 

Page 92 line 5 word 11 read; reverence. Line 24 word 1 read, 
to. Word 8 read, pecuniary. Line 25 word liread 
gains. Line 26 word l read firms. Line 27 word 1 
read, of. Last line word 1 read, bribes. 

Page 93 line 7 delete, either. Line 14 word 6 read, subordi- 
nates. Line 24 after apply add, to. 

Page 94 line 12 after command add, of. Line 20 word 8 


‘i read, secured delete, of. Line:22 words 2 & 3 delete, 
i and for last word read neutrals. Line 24: word 7, 
elete. 


Page 95 line 2 for full stop substitute comma and for T 
substitute t. Line 13 last word read, bred. Line 
18.ward 3 read, measures. Word 9 read, eradicate. 
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Gv) 
Line 21 after conveniently, add, shelved. Line 22 
word 4 read appointments. 
Page 96 line 1 after, escape add, their. Line 6 word 5 read, 
otherwise. Line 16 last word read, fundamental. 
Line 21 word 2 read, nor. 


Page 97 line 4 word 8 read bosses. Line 7 word 6 read, 


these. Line 20 word 1 read, though. Last line word 
4 read, colossal. 


Page 99 line 8 after finding add, something. Line 10 word 1 

read, unripen. 

Page 100 line 1 word 6 read, moong. Line 5 word 1 read, 
stuff. Line 10 word 3 read, these. Line 13 after 
special read, PFA. 

Page 101 line 20 word 2 read, vogue. 

Page 102 line 4 word 2 read, which. 

Page 103 line 16 word 7 read, avowal. 

Page 104 line 10 word 5 read, no. j 

Page 105 line 9 word 8 read, not. Line 18 word 9 read, the. 

Page 107 last line word 5 read, not. 

Page 108 line 6 word 5 read, addict. Line 9 word 4 read, 
eve. Line 23 after to add, strikes. Line 25 word 5 
read, its. Line 27 word 1 read, justifiable. 

Page 109 word 3 delete. 

Page 112 last line after and add, more. 

Page 113 last para line 2 word 2 read, intensive. 


Page 114 line 9 last word read, white. Line 22 word 3 
read, not. 


Page 116 Jine 17 last word read, his. 


Page 118 line 7 word 6 read, India. Line last but one, wor 
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4 read, easily. Last line d ne read, womens. 
Page 119 line 11 word 3 read, usefully. 


Page 120 line four delete, is, after actually. 

Page 121 line five trom bottom word 6 read, letter. 
Page 123 line 8 after teacher read, of. 

Page 126 line 1 word 5 read, functions. 


Page 132 line 9 word 8 read, in. Line 15 word 7 read, bud. 
Line 17 word 9 read, an. Line 23 word 3 read, 
secluded. Line 27 word 4 read, bound. 


Page 133 line 7 word 5 read, judged. 
| Page 134 line 12 word 8 read arranged. 


Page 136 line 22 last word read, somewhat. Line 26 
words 8 read, astrologers. Last word read, of. 


Page 137 line 7 read vicious. 
Page 138 line 9 word 6 read, trousers. 


Page 142 line 2 word 9 read, party. Live 5 for full stop 
substitute comma and begin next word with 
small c. 


Page 156 line 22 substitute full stop for comma and comma 
for full stop: 


Page 159 line 3 word 2 read, by. Last line second word ia 
brackets read, poverty. 


Page 160 line 3 word 5 read, educated. 
Page 161 line 7 word 2 read, Camp. 


Page 165 line 2 word 2 read, I. Line 3 word 2 read, If. 
Line 9 word 3 read, as. Line 20 word 7 read, 
class. Line last but one word 5 read, walla, and 

word 8 read, seller. 


Page 166 line 16 word 3 read, hard. 
Page 167 line 5 for and, substitute, but wish. 


Page 168 line 12 word 1 read, doubts. Line 22 words 2 read, 
efforts. t i 
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(vi) 


Page:169-line 14. word 5 read; expandcd. Line 20 word 6 
read, sites. Line 25 word 4 read, organizational, 
and word.5 read, implica- 


Page 170 line 6 woid 10 read, process. Last para line 2 
word 2 read; objectives. 


Page 172 line 18 word 6 read, with. 
Page 175 line 20 word I read, contacts. 
Page176 line 19 last word'read, crisis: 


Page 178 line 6 word, 5 read, choice. Line 21 word 3 read, 
between. 


Page 179 line 7 word 4 read, is Line 8 word 4 read, evils. 

Page, 180 line. 10 words 7 and 8 read, Government's SO. 

PageI8}) line 4 word.’ read, fucius. 

Page 182 Jine 16 last word read, addicted. 

Page 183 line 21 word 2 read, says. 

Page 184 line 19 after effected add, by and after and add, it. 
Page 185 line 16 word 1, delete. Line 23 word 3 read, 
j Hashish. Last line last, word read Confucius. 
Page 189 line 18 last word read, slow, 

Page 194 last line: word )5iread, dispel. 


Page 197 line 19 word 7 read: should. Line:22'word 5 read, 
within. 


Page 198 line 17 word 8, delete, 
Page:199,line.15 word 6 read, indulging. 


Page:200 line’? word 6' read; however. Line 12 word 8 read, 
status. 


Page 202 line 12 word 2 read, proposal. Line 23 word 3 
read, usual. 


Page 203 line 8'last word:read, discontented. Line 15: word 
6 read..Congress. 


Page 204 line 10 word 5 read, bias. 
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Page 205 line 1 word 8 read, has. 

Page 207 line last, word 1 read, consciousness. 
Page 208 line last but one word 3:read, existing. 
Page 209 line 6 word l’read, people. 


Page 212 line 11 word 2 read, Anthony. ‘Line ‘24 word 4 
read, Naxalites. 


Page 213 line 8 last word'read, be. ‘Line 11 word 7 read, 
crisis. 

Page 214 line 3 before society, read, socialistic patern of. 

Page 215 line 2 word 7 read, in. 

Page 217 line 18 word 3 read, Sinkiang. Line 23 last word 
read, nation. 

Page 218line 4 word 10 - read, no. Line 7 last word 
read, deceived. Line 22 word Sread, uniform. 
Line 23-word' 6'read, of. 

Page 220 line 23 word 11'read, nation. 

Page 222 line 6 word:'4 read, ‘weaken. 

Page 223 line 14 last-word:read, lack. 

Page 224 line 19:word:’6 read, or. 

Page 226 line 22 word | read, .original. 

Page 227 line 22:word.2 read; collective. 


Page 228 line 8 word 3 read, of. Line 21-word 2 read, eye. 
Line 23 beforeiof, read, idea. 


Page 229 Jine 1 word 7read, All. Line 3 word 8 read. 
meeting. Line 20 for, hearted by, read, heartedly. 
Line 24 word 1 read, no. 


Page 230 line 2 read, who too, for too who. Line 6 of last 
para word 7 read, disasterous. 


Page 231 line 18 last word read, Bhutto. 
Page 232 line 8 word 7 read, Bhutto’s. 
Page 233 line 19 word 5 read, unfavourable. 
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(viii) 
Page 234 line 1 for sea on, read, season. 
Page 235 footnote line 1 word 3 read, chose. 
Page 238 line 7 word 3 read, crisis. 


Page 244 line 4 word 6 read, Sharma’s. Line 3 word 2 read, 
INIUC. . 


Page 247 line 9 last word read. Government’s. 
Page 248 line 26 word 6 read, the. 

Page 251 line 1 word 8 read, two. 

Page 253 line 1 after, increased read, to. 

Page 255 line 17 last word read, loan. Line 22 word 4 read, 
hri servants. 

Page 257 line 3 word 1 cead, Jhansi. 

Page 258 line last but two after existance add, since. 
` Page 260 line last but three last word read, tarnish. 

Page 262 line 15 word 5 read, winning. 

Page 264 line 1 before potch read hotch. 

Page 265 line 3 word 7 read, reproduced. 

Page 267 line last but two word 6 read, structure. 

Page 269 line 21 word ten read, he. 

Page 271 line 7 word 5 read, sponsor. Line 8 word 4 read, 
electorate. Line 17 delete, of. 

Page 273 line 6 word 2 read, propriety. 
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W hither India 


Corruption, nepotism, . scaudles, inefficiency, law- 
lessness, eve teasing, molesting of women, unemployment, 
unprecedented price rise, students unrest, rioting, strikes, 
and bandhas, black marketing, ‘tax evasion, adulteration 
of food articles, dirty politics, moral degradation and on 
top of all, attempts at having a committed judiciary are 
the’ order of the day in our country. This is not a statement 

“of the leader of the opposition in the Indian Parliament- 
but is the topic of the day. Wherever and whenever two 
or more: people meet, they do not fail to express this 
view. It can be argued that there is no country-in the 
world where all or most of. the, above evils do not. exist, 

but in other countries these evils exist as exceptions while 
sin India these exist as a rule and in intolerable abundance, 
_What is worse is, that the situation has worsened after 


Andependence and is still worsening extremely TOI 


É 


r cn ut 


The newspapers are; full of reports which confirm 
every word of the above view. While it is neither possible 
nor neccessary to reproduce all the press reports on the 
subject, a few of thenf which were readily available are 
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reproduced here for the information of those, if any, who 
may either still be, or pretented to be ignorant of the 
existing horrible situation in the country which, added to 
the rapidly falling standards of morality bas caused 
an alarm for all patriots to ponder over and find 
ways and means to improve the affairs. 


Here briefly are a few extracts from recent news- 
paper reports etc. published mostly within a short span of 
three to four months. 


C: M. Alleges Corruption in PSC (Hindustan times). 


Chandigarh, June 26. The Haryana Public Service 
Commission today came under heavy criticism from Chief 
Minister Bansi Lal who accused its former Chairman of 
indulging in corruption, Bribery and nepotism......... The 
Chief Minister said he had documentary evidence to prove 
the charges agaipst.......-. The former Chairman of the 
Commission. 


No Shortage of Corruption (Organiser). 


When Sardar Patel was released from Ahmednagar 
Jail in 1945, his criptic comment on the state of affairs in 
the country was ‘everything in short supply except 
corruption’ Unfortunately after 26 years of freedom and 
22 years of planning, we seem to have reached thc same 
point again. 


Corruption Cottons on to Cottons Corporation (2litz). 


Hydrabad—Within months of the Cotton Corporatio 
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3 
of India entering the market in Andhra Pradesh, some 
corrupt officials have done a quick job of it. 


The Corporation entered that market for the first time 
in August last year and on April 14 (1973) a senior official 
was trapped for allegedly receiving illegal gratification of 
more than Rs. 2,00,000 at Hydrabad......... 


Swami’s Plea to Root Out Corruption (Hindustan times). 


A joint front of publicmen and religious leaders to 
fight corruption was suggested today by a Mysore Mutt 
chief, Shri Vishwanath Tirtha Swamiii of Pejawar. 


If the rate at which bhrashtachara (corruption) is 
allowed to grow in the country, despite best efforts, we 
will not be able to achieve ‘Garibi Hatao’, he said. 


«We are very much pained at the present condition in 
our country, we are experiencing economic difficulties 
which have never been experienced in the long histroy of 
this great country. The root cause of all evils was the 
corrupt praetices, by officials, offer of bribe by people and 
black marketing and hoarding by the business community. 
There was a tendency to adhere to untruth, swerve away 
from the path of traditional values and deviate from 


” 


righteous conduct......-.. : 


Corruption in India Rampant, Says Time (Hindustan times 
Aug. 22, 1973). 


New York, Avgust 21, (AP)—The time magazine has, 


in its latest issue, said that the Government officials from 
CC-0. Nanaji Deshmukh Library, BUP, Jammu. Digitized by eGangotri 


4 


the highest to the lowest levels in India have become 
unashamedly corrupt. 


“It now takes bribe to get a child into school, to get 
a milk card, even to get a long distance Railway ticket 
Only Prime Minister seemed unaware of this”. The weekly | 
reported as it listed the ravages of inflation, unemploment 
and ravaging drought that spread hunger. 


“The gross national product has grown not at all for 
two years, while the population increases by about 15 


millions every year. So the standard of living for the 
multitude has actually declined”. 


The weekly said that along with her initiative, Mrs. 


Gandhi has lost much of her charishma. Contrary to her 


usual custom, she has been rarely out of New Delhi for: 
the past 2 months and had displayed little leadership this 

. ‘year. Opinion polls which gave her a huge 93% approval 
after her electoral and military victories in 1971-72 
dropped to 50% last June. India is suffering from a 
nation-wide sense of frustration and malice. 


` Panel Exposes ‘Shady Deals (Hindustan times). 
Many Punjab VIP accused at illegal land grab. 


` Chandigarh; June 26—1 he Di of the Punjab “Land 
grab’ Committee made public today, listing séérés `of 
influential bureaucrats. and publicmen who’ had illegaly 
set up large farms on.land earmarked for Harijens, might 


cof Ang Hest hube Be Peet sgnsational ized PSU YSEPLY since 
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independence. The Haricharan Singh Committee has 
passed severe strictures against nearly 72 influential 

persons. It has recommended criminal proceedings againsts 

two Sub. judges. Amongst the worst offenders are a Congress 
member of the Lok Sabha, the Speaker of the State 

Assembly, a senior Ministér, a Parliamentary Secretary, 

a former congress M.L.A. and 100 thers... 


Another Seandal Hits Mysore (Hindustan Times). 


Banglore—Close on the heels of embarrassment 
caused by the scandal suggesting liaison between the 
mysterious Bombay woman, Miss Sumitra Desai and 
Mr R. D: Kittur, a junior Minister who has since resigned 
the Devraj Ministry is put on the defensive again with the 
involvement o the Agriculture Minister Mr K H. Patil. 
in the atfairs of the Mysore Agro. Industries Corpora- 
tion. 


There is. evidence now to show that Mr Patil has 
pressurised the corporation, on paper, an autonomous 
body to depart from normal practice and buy shares 
. worth Rs i5 lacs-in-the Gädaj Cooperative textile. Mills, 
Ltd which he has promoted...........- 


Concern Over ‘IFC LOAN’ To Sanjay Project (Hindustan 
times). are - 


New Delhi, Dec 19 (PTI) :—Heated exchanges bet- 
ween the Jansangh and Congress members marked the 
question hour in’ the Rajya Sabha’ today, when the Jan 
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Sangh members charged that the Government was extend- 
ing undue favour to Maruti Ltd, a private company set up 
to manufacture the small car. 

The Minister of Company effairs, Mr K. V. 
Raghunatha Reddy, described as totally baseless and 
absolutely uncalled for, Mr N.K. Shejwalkers (JS) conten- i 
tion that the Industrial Corporation of India a public 
institution had given a large loan to the firm because 
the Prime Minister’s son was associated with it. Mr 
Reddy told Bhai Mahavir that financial or banking 
institutions had their own regulations which would be 
applied in relation to companies seeking loans. Without 
the balance sheet we donot know the exact amount of 
loan taken. I bave no doubt in my mind that these instit- 
utions would have observed the rules and regulations. ` 
Dr Mahavir had asked amidst interruptions from the? 
Congress members what assistance the firm had received 
from financial institutions. He referred to a letter in his 
possession which said the Chairman of IFC ‘took the 
paper from table to table himself’ to expedite the sanction 
of IFC’s largest loan for the year to Maruti Ltd., ‘in a 
record time of one week’. 

Dr Bhai Mahavir said the Minister had taken a. 
‘totally unsatisfactory’ position. What was wanted was 
not information which would be contained in a balance 
sheet but whether this firm had received a loan or not.” 


Govt Grilled Over Maruti (Hindustan Times). 
cc-0. NADAL Derae? saBeformutbyikek pSabbacadjourned 


sine die this evening the irrepressible Marxist membet 
Mr Jyotirmay Bosu ultimately succeeded in having a debate 
on Mr Sanjay Gandhi’s small car project Maruti for 
which he has been trying almost since the first day when 
the House reassembled last month for its six week winter 
session. 


Quoting from a series of official documents and 
correspondence—some of which he laid on the table of 
house—Mr Bosu charged that Prime Minister Mrs Indira 
Gandhi had misused her office and position to promote 
the business interests of her son Mr Sanjay Gandhi who 
is a managing director of the Maruti Ltd. and demanded 
ber resignation. 


The second person whom Mr Bosu picked for merci- 

` less lashing was the Chief Minister of Heryana Mr Bansi 

Lal. One of the several accusations against Mr Bansi Lal 

was that he had misused the central legislation on land 

acquistion to acquire fertile agricultural land in Gurgaon 

to help Mr Sanjay Gandhi to set up his factory on a 
296—acre land......-..-cseeer-sseeceeneeee: s 


Sanjay Car Plant 8 Security Hazard (Hindustan Times). 


4 New Delhi Feb 23—The opposition in the Lok Sabha 

threw another bombshell on the Sanjay Gandhi Maruti 

l affair in the form of a privilege motion against the 
Industrial Development Minister Mr C Subramaniam and 
the Minister of State for Defence Production, Mr V. C 
Shukla. 
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Quoting extensively from the proccedings of the last 
session and a communication from the Commanding 
Officer of Air Force Station Gurgaon to Air Headquar- 
ters, Mr S. N. Misra (Congress—O) sought to prove that 
not only had the Defence authorities objected to the 


acquisition of land for the Maruti factory but the two | 


ministers had deliberately misled the house that there was 
no such objection from them............ Mr Misra read out 
the entire text of the note from the Commanding Officer 
to Air Headquarters as well as to the Chief Secretary, 
Haryana State, which read as follows :- 


Reference is made to Air Headquarters letter No. Air 
HQ/S 37528/19/W (Coord) dated {7th April 1968, 
addressed, amongst others to H. Q. Maintenance 
Command. : 


It has come to the notice of this „Station that the 
Haryana State has acquired certain lands around this 


depot. vide their notification No. OSAR S dated 24th 
February, 1971. 


An examination of the area involved has revealed that 
a major Portion of the land so acquired falls within the 
restriction imposed ‘by ‘the’ ‘Government of India, Ministry 
of Defence letter No. Air HQ/208510114/2/AF/7106/1/D. 
(Air) Stores dated 13th August 1956 : in that ; 


(a) It is within 3,500 yards of the perimeter of the- 


runway at Gurgaon ;_ 
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roe (b) It is within 3,500 yeards of the perimeter of the 
explosives depot. at Gargaon ; 


(c) It is within the flying funnel area of the runway at 
Gurgaon and within 1,5000 ycards from the nearest end 
of the runway. 


Whereas the purpose for which this land is being 
acquired“ is not specifically stated in the Notification, it ıs 
understood that the land may be under acquisition for 
construction of a factory. It is desired to submit that if 
this- land should be acquired for use by agencies other 
than those of the Government, it will constitute risk to the 
security of the explosives depot. as well as the airfield. 


This acquisition will also be in contradiction of the 
restrictions’ imposed on the utilisation of the land by the 
agencies other than the Air Force around the Explosives 


Depot., restrictions for which are indicated in the Indian 
Works of Defence Act, 1903. 


Your Headquarters are requested to take up the 
matter with Ait Headyuarters and the state of Haryana 
to have. the notification cancelled: : ' 
Secret Cong (1) Deal Behind Rags Scandal (Org miser) 


“New Delhi—The rags ‘scandal that erupżed into lurid l 
lime-light a. few days back is still very much the talk of ‘ 
town of the Capital. For which the two important Central 
Ministers involved, Finance and Foreign Trade are trying 


to accuse each other of the bungling. Knowledgeable 
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sources say that some corrupt ministers have lined their 
pockets to the tune of lakhs of rupees on this occasion...... 


One More Maruti Scandal (Organiser). 


In the ‘approach to the fifth plan’ published’ last 
month, the Government has allocated Rs. 280 crores only 
to give loan to Government servants for buying vehicles... 
Pesce An allocation of Rs. 56 crores per year. It is learnt 
that in 1970-71 the loans given to Government employees 
for cars and scooters was Rs. 8.58 crores. In 1971-72 it 
was little above Rs.9 crores. The more than six-fold . 
increase under this head js mystifying political observers 
in the Capital......... 


There however seems to be some method in all this 
madness. With the Prime Minister’s son hoping toget a 
licence for 50,000 cars, and with not many in the general 
public wanting to buy Maruti, it shouldnot be Surprising 
if all these Maruti Cars become available to Government 
employees. l 


Probe Into Drug Unit Afairs ( Hindustan: times). 


New Delhi, July 28 (1973)—The functioning of the 
Government owred anti-biotics plant at Rishikesh will be 
probed. A high level inquiry committee headed by Mr, 9, - 
K. Borker, former Drug Controller, will Teport on the 
plant continuing loss of production and on complaints. . 
about large scale rejection of its drugs for being a ; 
substandard......... SE nan" 

pidaia hale . sageus 
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Lignite Plant Loses 13 CR (Hindustan times). 


New Delhi, Nov. 30 (1973)—The Neyveli Lignite 
Corporation suffered a loss of 13.2 Crores in 1971-72, the 
Minister of State for Steel and Mines Mr. Shah Namaz 
Khan told the Lok Sabha today......... 


Hindustan Steel Again Loses Rs, 44.8 Crores (Hindustan 
times, Dec. 22 1973). 


Hindustan Steel Limited suffered a net loss of Rs. 5.41 
Crores in the previous year, the cumulative loss of the 
Company from its inception upto March 31, 1972 was 
Rs. 223.08 Crores. 


\Heavy Electricals Lose 57 Crores (Organiser, 3 Feb., 1973). 
f 


The State owned Heavy Electricals factory has suffered 
a loss of Rs. 55 Crores since the project went into pro- | 
duction in 1960, Shri C. Subramaniam Union Minister for 
Industrial Development said in Bhopal......... ts 


Almost all the public undertakings in the country 
including Railways are running at a loss, the position of 
the nationalised banks too is not satisfactory, but the 
Yovernment of our country considers nationalisation of 
all important private undertakings necessary. Under the 
existing circumstances nationalisation can not help 
socialism but it can help in making more people dependent 
on the Government and thereby rendering them incapable 
of independent voting during elections. The protagonists 
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should not be judged on their profitability but on their 
other gains, such as increased employment,...increased 
labour welfare and a reasonable price to the consumers, 
But these objects can equally be achieved by working hard, 
as other countries do, increasing productivity and making: 
profits, If the public und-rtakings were to be taken as 
saving their purpose even without making profits, the 
same purpose could be served better by not having the 
public undertakings at all and paying subsidy direct to 
the concerned. Atleast the corrption and air polution 
part of these undertakings will be eliminated. 


Profits Fall After Takeover (Hindustan timcs). 


Bombay July 19—The 14 nationalised banks had their 
profits reduced by Rs. 98 Lakhs (9,800,000) in. 1972: 
bringing down from Rs. 850 Lakhs in 1971 to Rs. 752 | 
Lakhs last year ce 


“Five Gunmen Rob 30 Bus Passengers (Hindustan Times). 


Bhopal June 15 (P.T.1.)—About 20 passengers travel- 
lingin a state Roadway bus, were robbed of all their 
belongings by five gunmen near Paravalia township about 
18 km from here last night. The gunmen, according to 
reports received this morning, boarded the bus at Sham- 
pur, near here, wiih regular tickets. As the bus was 
nearing Parvalia, they fired some shots to scare the driver 
and forced him to stop the: vehicle. The panic:stricken 
pessengers including some women, : handed. over their 


ash and other belongings. when dem 
ccc. Nanaji D Lhat Cigar Boe, vien ccmanded by the:robbers 
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at gun-point. Later the gunmen got down from the bus 
and sped away in a waiting jeep”... ; 


“Woman Robbed of Chain by Boy (Hindustan Times). 


New Delhi. June 24—A woman was deprived of her 
gold chain by a boy last evening in the........ Mandir Marg 
area. According to the complainant, Mrs. Soma Devi, the 
boy snatched the chain from her neck while she was 
returning to her house from a milk. booth.” 


“Fighting. Crime Collectively (Hindustan Times, May... 
15.73) letter to editor. ; z ; a 


Last week.a person, one Pal Sharma of Chandigarh 
was reported briefly to have been done to death on Delhi’ s 


ý Rouse Avenue by two men described as eve— teasers. The 


ý victim and a young women were from all accounts walking | 


down the- street when the evë teasers approached | them 
and began to behave objectionably ‘making lewd and 
provocative remarks. ‘When the man ‘from Chandigarh - 
remonstrated, the'two unknown eve—teasers hit him with | 
a largestone and Pal” ‘Sharma iť ‘said to have died imme- i 
diatly. The assailants escaped“ ‘The police had regist. Ted 


-~ a case of culpable Homierde not: amounting t to murder... 


= 


Í 


Anoiticr report last nate spake of an attack on an 
old man Gurdit Singh | of Romesh nagar, in „Delhi, who 
died “consequently. ` The assailants are absconding and. fe 
allegations “have ‘been ‘made by, the victim’ s relatives of. 
inexplicable i tardiness í on ‘the part of the Police in, round- ae 
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ing up the suspects for questioning when it was Possible to 
do so. The week before an I.A.S. Officer and his wife 
were robbed at dagger’s point in Delhi’s Budha Jayanti 
Park—all the five Parks built in Delhi and New Delhi 
seem to be homes and harbours for bad characters and 
are notoriously insecure, for visitors—Innumberable 
incidents of this kind can be summoned for the rate of 
crime in the country is rising phenomenally. 


According to one estimate, the rate of growth of 
crime outstripped the rate of growth of population between 
1960 and 19 0. While population rose 27.4 Percent from 
431.7 million-to 550 million, the incidence of crime spurted 
by 57.6 Percent, the increase is said to be noticeable under 
all the important heads of the Indian Penal Code. The 
highest increase was listed under robbery, followed by 
decoity and rioting. Among the States the highest inci- 
dencs of crime was in Uttar Pradesh and among cities, 
in the Indian capital............... the position in life as it is 
lived every where is in fact worse than is indicated by the 
statistics. In addition to other reasons, this is because 
the statistics are compiled only from crimes that have 
been registered with the Police. The number of crimes that 
go unreported and unregistered is substantial—perhaps 
larger than the number of those registered. 


‘A large part of the blame for the spread of crime 
must rest with us, the public, for we have shown and 
continue to show an amazing apathy and helplessness 
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black-mailers. Consider this everyday scene : Commuters 
in a Delhi bus’ watch’a gang of College (or non-college) 
boys behaving objectionably with one -or more girls 
Passengers who are obviously harassed and frightened. 
The commuters remain indifferent and if any passanger 
does give public expression to his anger and indignation, 
-he may expect no-support from them—even if the boys 
‘should bully and hit him: This is a’scene which repeats 
itself on the street, in the train on the railway station, on 
the bus stop, in the park, everywhere, The reasons for the 
apathy and indifference is obvious. The commuters in the - 
scene and people everywhere else are cowed down by fear. 
They are unarmed and unorganised at a time when the , 
desperate have no qualms and knives are whipped | out 
and used at the slightest Provocation and sometimes with- 
on provocation. There is also of course, an apprehension _ 

eased on past experience of endless harassment from 
WY cite involved with the polices 322) 289 ¢ 


18 More Lyoched (Hindustan times) 


Patna May. 18 (PTI)—The. authorities swung into 
\ction today to tract down rumour-mongers,: „who, they 
aid, were responsible for the Statewide scare about head: 
unters leading to deaths of 28 persons so. far through | f 
aching by mobs. 


} As Government publicity vans and police fanned out , 
| the State, reports of 18 more deaths were réceived today rc 
' take the tally of lynching deaths to 28.. Osoa 


z gam 26 
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Caste’s Rod on Womanhood (Hindustan times} 
Patna July 27—Four Harijan women of Barare village 


under the Madhuban Police Station of Saharsa district 
were branded with hot iron rods by five Yadavs on July 6. 


The madent os PGA through a calling-attention: 
motion tabled by MLAs in Bihar Assembly today. 


The motion said on July 6 some people forcibly 
entered the house of Mr. Nand Keshwar Paswan and took 
his wife, two daughters-in-law and one daughter to their 
house, stripped them naked and branded them with’ hot 
iron rods. 


When the victims were sent to the ‘Madhupura Hospi: 
tal both the Doctor and the local Police spoiled the case, 
after accepting bride from the culprits. Then the matter» 


was Teported to the district magistrate but he also took 
nO action.........-..... 


Criminal Assault on Varsity Girl Alleged ( Hindustan times) 


New Delhi Jan. 19 (73)—A 19: ‘years girl ‘student. of 
Delhi University. was criminally assaulted in the office of 
the'stude nts Union.on: ‘the Campus yesterday. ‘The police 
are looking for three. “persons ` including Mr. Prithipal: 
Singh the rusticated joint secretary of the students Union 
trescecseeesecenee The girl, a first. year correspondence course 
student alleged that, Mr, Prithipal Singh metoliet in the 
Campus in the afternoon yesterday. He. asked het over: w 
the Union office saying he would get her a job ‘there... ae 
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“Phe Proctor came and found the girl “reeling on the 
ground and weeping”......The police got the girl medically 
examined. The medical report was positive. 


“Women Seek Safety On Street (Hindustan Times) 


New Delhi, April 20 (1973)—Prominent women 
social workers iucluding Mrs. Renuka Ray and Mrs, 
K. Lakshmi Raghuramaiah, patron and president of the 
all India womens conference, have appealed to the Prime 
Minister, the Home Minister and the Lt. Governor of 
Delhi to take steps to make the capital city more safe for 
women. 


Assaults on women whether travelling on buses and 
scooters or walking after dark, occur daily...........- 
n Delay in bringing offenders to book frustrates efforts 
to effectively curb sex crimes...........- 


The problems facing women in Delhi do not end with 
scant respect for.law and order. The Delhi housewife faces 
` shortages of one commodity or another and constant rise 
in prices which are a source of harassment to her......... 2? 


“Court Delay Helps Criminals (Hindustan . Times) 
= New Delhi June 24 (1974)—Idordinate’ delay “in laun- 
/ ching prosecution and the cumbérsome penal procedure 
are factors that have led the habitual ‘criminals to infest 


the capital (or the country for that matter) and with the 
poor rate of crime detection about 40% criminals. opera- 
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ting in the city, hardly.run the risk of being jailed. Even 
the few who are nabbed ‘purchase’ their freedom by ob- 
taining a bail and carry on their ‘business’ uninerrupted 
while the ‘due process of law’ proceeds at snails pace. 


As against an average of six weeks taken by the 
London Police to initiate criminal proceedings it takes’ 
the Delhi police from three months to three years to send 
cases tO COULE........... ? The record is still mote shock- 
ing in what has come to be known as the ‘University eve- 
teasing case’. The police registered a case of eve-teasing 
and assault after three persons in a car, allegedly belong- 
ing to a leading industrialist, had forced their ways into 
a girls hostel in the Campus, tried to molest some girls 
and while fleeing fired pellets at the chowkidar at the gate. 

Although the case was registered in Feb, there has\ 
been no progress till now (June 24) and the girl students! 
allege that the police was soft pedalling it because of 
political pressure. When contacted senior Police Officials 


said ‘We are investigating’ but ON paruliied that 
the file has been virtually closed.: mo tee 

In the nurse murder case, two nurses (Officers) of the 
Army Medical Corps jumped out of a private bus under 
DTC operation in Delhi cantonment to escape being: 
raped on March 17. The, Driver and Conductor of the bus 
were arrested at Kashmiri Gate on. ‘the, following day. 


The case was sent to Court at the end of last month after 
14 weeks. 
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Regarding the case in which some students hyjacked 
a DTC bus and rammed it into a tonga killing one person 
early last year, the Police is unlikely to complete the in- 
vestigations. Even the persons who hyjacked the bus are 
not yet indentified. The file pertaining to the case has 
reportedly been shelved and is gathering dust. 


The ghastly crime committed in a speeding scooter 
rickshaw on May 22 is yet to be solved. An engineer of 
All India Radio and his wife jumped out of the vehicle 
after the driver whipped out the knife and demanded their 
belongings. Ihe Engineers wife died on the spot. 


More instances could be cited and uniess Police 
narrows down the time gap between registering a criminal 
“case and prosecuting the suspect, the crime situation in 

the Capital is not likely to improve in the near future. 


Degree of Sex in Varsity. 


(Hindustan times) Lucknow July 17 (1973). Lucknow 


University is a “house of sins’ rather than a temple of 
learning. This is how the one man S.D. SinghjCommission 


_ appointed by the Charan Singh Ministry three years ago, 
Mooks at it*. 
f ; 


*There can be no doubt that a similar Comission if 
appointed for o her Universities, will haue to say the 
same abeut them too, 
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The report, of the, Commission, running, into. more 
than 750.pages. is replete, with stories, about teachers, who 
are lusty, greedy, negligent, the  author;ties who, are 


dishonest and, the coeds. who are constant prey to 
PASSIONS...+--,--00+ 


At another place the report points out how, a,womap ' 


candidate is failed in an examinotion and the same girl 


after having surrendered to the teacher concerned gets 
through with high. marks. Some of the first divisioner 
women candidates have been declared. unsuccessful; as 
they would not succumb to the passionate desires of the 
teachers........ Het : 

A reference has been made to a resident of a hall who 
would often entertain a girl friend in his room. Cases cf 
arms found in several rooms of the halls, are several. 


Creeping Moral Paralysis (Hindustan’s time’s editorial) 
Campus violence has been increasing in incidence and 
intensity for some time now and has taken an ugly. form 
more recently. Its most recent manifestiation was in 
Sangar where students ran amuck during the holi festival 
and tried to invade the womens’ hostel. There has been a 
sequel to this with student mobs attempting to raid the 


house of the Registrar and allegedly threatening his — 


safety. From Lucknow Univessity comes the news of a 

different kind of hooliganism and not merely in the student 

ward of the medical: college hospital. Earlier a Delhi 

University student was reported to have attempted to Tape 

a woman student on the campus............... None of these 
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activities of violence, intimidation, molestation of women, 
and even, sexual, assault can be shrugged. off, under: the- 
compendious extenuation. of. youthful. spirits, Nor can they: 
be ascribed to students dissatisfaction., with. academic 
conditions or be treated as justifiable forms of protests 
against unresponsiveness of the authorities to any genuine 
grievance or difficulty of the student community. These 
are all very clearly anti-social acts with criminal overtones 
and well beyond the bound of social tolerence.......----- 


é 


Get on with the Job (Hindustan.times Editorial) 


The report of the special Committee on unemployment 
just presented to the Government is a very generalised 
document............ The. committee estimates, that. there, 
were 18.7 million unemployed in 1971 including 9.7 million 
‘persons with less than 14 hours work ‘a week. Over 16 
million of these unemployed were in the rural areas and 
2.6 million in the urban areas, of which again 1.6 million 
were male and one million female. These estimates can 
only be taken as broad approximations in the absence of ' 
fuller data and variable definitions of the labour force 
ec aneere u...2..-The number of educated unemployed again 
_ can.only,be inferred from: a figure of, 3.8 million, on the 
“liye registers, of. the unemployment exchanges at the end- 
of December 19.72. 


But though the absolute: figures: might-be: a) matter, of: 


surmise there. is-hard evidence that the trend. of unemploy-: 
ment among matriculates and graduates, -has been: - rising: 
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sharpiy. The committee notes that a 5.5 percent growth 
rate in the fifth plan is likely to result in a further increase 
in the number of educated unemployed. It, therefore, 
recommends active steps to foster self employment......... 


Angry, Educated Tripura Youths Joining the Rebels : 


(Hindus:an times) 


Agartala, June [8. Armed rebel Mizos alongwith some 
local rebels raided and looted two camps of contractors 
at Titanjaypara under Kanchanpur Police Station in north 
Tripura on June 10, according to reports reaching 


Increase In Pr’ce Index (Hindustan Times ) 
\ 


p 
r 


New Delhi, July 27—Notwithstanding the onset of 
the monsoon and the official belief that prices will stabi- 
lise there has been another 1.2 percent increase in the 
whole sale price index for the week ended July 7 as measu- 


red by the economic Adviser in the Ministry of Industrial 
Development. 


During the week the price index moved up from 
241.5 to 246.4 (with hundred as the basein March 1952)- 
Food articles raised the index though there are increases ` 
all along the line. Only commodities under the group 
liquor and tobacco declined largely due to a fall in the Price 
of raw tobacco, while the index for the group chemicals, 
remained stationary. 
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Of the food articles, the price of coconut oil went up 
by 6 percent, salt by 5 percent, gram by 4 percent and 
other edible oils by 2 percent. The price of moong fell 


by 10 percent, of meat by 3 percent and of bajra, onions 
and Gur by 1 percent Sqe Oooo 32 


Lndex Jumps Nine Points ia 30 Days (Hindistan times). 


New Delhi July 29—Within a month from May to 
June the consumer price index has jumped by nine points 
a rise never seen before. In April, the index stood at 235, 
in May at 241 and in June at 250. In June last year it was 
merely 216. 


But this is only the statistical part of the prices story. 
The harsh fact of it is, the price rise is phenominal.” 


| Starvation Stares At Two Million In U. P., Bihar. (Hindu- 
stan time). July 30, 1973. 


Nearly two million people are facing starvation in the 
worst drought-affected areas of Bihar and eastern Utter 
Pradesh, according to a five members Parliamentary team 
which visited the area during the week end......... 


troops Ring Compas (Hindustan times). May 23, 1973. 


y The Army is mounting guard over Lucknow 


University, parts of which were gutted yesterday in a series 
of acts of arson. ; 


The University gates were locked with army personnel 
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slinging automatic Weapons guarding ‘stratagic centre 
on ‘the campus, barring entry ‘to the Campus. ` 


A lone fire engine was still struggling to extinguish 
smouldering embers in the registry, more than thirty hours 


after it was set ablaze by rampaging students on the with. 
drawal of PAC. 


B.H.U. Exams Postponed (Hindustan times) 


Varansi July 8 (PTI)—The M.A. examinations of arti 
and Social Sciences of Banaras Hindu University have been 


further postponed to Aug. 3 according to the Registrar-.... 


The examinations were postponed-on students demand. 
Some students had “ghereod”’ the Dean of the Faculty of 


Social Sciences yesterday for alleged “unsatisfactory” 
conditions of the mess in their hostel......... i 


Police Fire On Violent Examinees (Hindusian times). 


Patna, April 28, 1973 (PT1)—Police opened fire when 
violent examinees tried to storm the examination centre:at 
the Samastipur College in north Bihar today. 


A magistrate leading the police party, ordered firing 
after lathi Charge failed to disperse the students, who 
hurted bombs and brickbats at th 
policemen and officers.. Bok 


e police injuring Several! 


The protesting students alleged stiff questions paper 
in the Intermediaté examination. 
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Hindustan times, July 12, 1973. 

Caption under a pboto. «Mounted Police patrolling 
the Delhi University area on wednesday ready to meet 
all eventualities. The University opens on July 16......... 2 

The University was closed a couple of weeks earlier 
after violent demonstration by students. 


M: P. Government To Molify Failed Students (Hindustan 
times correspondent). 


Bhopal June 25, 1973—The Board of Secondary Edu- 
cation Madhya Pradesh may have to conduct a szcond 
examination for the large number of failures at the regular 
examination held three months ago, the reason being that 
the State Government apprehends that the failed students 
and the opposition parties may ereate a ‘first class’ law 
and order situation unless they are molified......--- 

Even the failed candidates and the politically inclined 
agitators concede’ ‘that the system sdopted this year had 
ensured a fair ‘evaluation... Pits if there were many failures 
that was because too many candidates had come to 
habitually depend on last hour capsule guidance provided 
by guess papers and on epying: aeea 


Political Realists (Hindustan times editorial 27 June, 1973). : 


The~Madhya Pradesh Government is reported tobe. 
‘considering proposals for- appeasing boys who have failed 
in the recent Higher Secondary Examination in the State. 
These vary:from larger grace marks—more popularly des- 
cribed as disgrace marks—to supplementary examinations 
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that will be nearly as large as the original one......... nearly, 
1000,000 out of 136,000 that took, the earlier examina- 
tion had failed......... i 


Mob Tries To Burn MLA, Kills S. 1. (Hindustan times, 
May 2, 1973). 

Bombay, May 1 (UNI)—The 13th anniversary of the 
formation of, Maharashtra State was marred by violence 
at Tumsar.. ... The call for the Bundh was given: by the 
Mahavidarbha Sangharsh Samiti. 
Youth’ 8 Role in Poona Riots Causes Concern (Hindustan 
times) 

Bombay May 31 (1973)—A sad aspect of the Poona 
riots is the participation of young people from both the 
communities.. The youth in Maharashtra as elsewhere is 
today jobless and has nO economic base on which to} } 
stand. The communal parties have, therefore, 
him an easy prey for their ulterior motives BNE 
Srinagar Returning to Normal (Hindustan ti times) 

Srinagar May. 23 (1973)—After . D tioting, 
Srinagar city was returning | to normalcy. today. There 
were, however, a few isolated incidents of stone throwing 
in the interior. The death toll in yesterday’ 5 firing has 
risen to four............... 

Late News (Hindusian times) 

Indore July 7.(1973) (UNI)—A .two day curfew was 
promulgated in Indore............ following a clash between 
members of two different communities is the Sadar Bazar 


found in 


area 
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CID ‘to Probe info Grain Looting Incident in Agra (Hindu- 
stan times) 

Lucknow May 18-(1973)—The U. P. Goveniment has 
asked the CID to investigative the incidents in Agra on 
tuesday last when 54 grain bags were looted from the 
custody of a Food Inspector and later a Station officer 
was manhandled.........-.. 

Ahmadabad Near Normal. (Hindustan times) 

July 17 (PTI) (UNI) The situation in Ahmadabad was 
near normal today after three days of distrubances....-..-- 
Madhok Seeks Judicial Probe into Delhi Riots. 

(Indian Express June’16, 1973) 

Patna June 15—Mr. Balraj Madhok -founder of the 
National Democratic people’s party, today demanded a 
judicial inquiry ; into last tuesday’ s riots in Delhi which 

rhe ‘said bad tarnished the record of communal amity of the 
country? s capital. 

Mr. Madhok alleged that the Prime Minister Mrs. 
Indira Gandhi had encouraged the Muslim league from 
the time the Congicss forged an alliance with the party.. 


Unrewarding Violence (Hindustan times Editorial) 
With shortages, rising prices, growing frustration 
„ahd cinicism, violanee is always near the ‘surface. It can 
í erupt with the slightest spark. No surprise, therefore, that 
there should be violent incidents in the Ahmadabad Baroda 
and Jaipur over thé past 2 days. What started as a protest 
against the farce of congress politics in Gujrat goon 
degenerated into communal riote........- 
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Kerala Govt. Accused of Repressing NGO’s Stir (Hindustan 
times Feb. 21, 1972). 

The strike was not politically motivated. It was speci. 
fically related to the demand for a pay Commission and 
interim relief......... 

Health Services Dislocated (Hindustan times). 

Jaipur July 23—Hospital services throuhout the State, 
especially in Jaipur Ajmer, Alwar, Bikaner, Udaipur and 
a few other services have been very badly affected by the 
continuing strike of the para - medical staff and 
technicians...t..... 

University Employees Plan Strike to Press Demands 
(Hindustan times July 29, 1973). 


Jan Sangh Suspends Agitation (Hindustan times). 
New Delhi, June 19, 1973—Ihe Jan Sangh has sus: \ 
pended till saturday its agitation for a judicial tia) | 


into the sadar bazar riots, to offer time to the authorities 
to concede its demands.” __ 


Accord On Reopening Hindustan Motor Unit 
(Hindustan Times). 

Calcutta Feb. 22 (1973)—Hindustan Motors, the 
biggest private sector industrial unit in the state will get 
back into moral operation tomorrow after a 13 days: 
strike.... ..... a 


Roadways Strike In UP Ends (Hindustan times), 


Lucknow Feb. 21. 1973—The 14 days old UP Road- 


ways employees strike was called off to night after a final 
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ound of talks between their representatives and the 
Transport Minister. 


Govt. May Intervene In Delhi Strike (Hindustan times). 


New Delhi, April 17—The labour Minister, Mr. K. V. 
Raghunatha Reddy, did not rule out in the Lok Sabha the 
possibility of Central intervention “at the appropriate’ 
time” in the Delhi textile strike which entered its seventh 
day today......... 


Shopkeeper Killed In Kerala Bundh (Hindustan times). 


Trivandrum, Feb. 21, 1973 (PTI. UNI)—A man stated 
to be a CPI worker was fatally stabed and three members 
of a congressman’s family sustained serious acid” burns 
during todays (Kerala Bundh) called by the citizens 
Rights Protection Committee formed recently by seven 
‘opposition parties......--- 


Medical Students On Strike (Htndustan Times) 


New Delhi April 19 (1973)—Nearly 700 students of 
the Maulana Azad Medical College.today went on a lightn- 
ing strike to protest against an order barring two students 
from contesting the Students Union elections to be held 
tomorrow... 


r 5 : $ . Pa ed i 
Entire State Paralysed By Bandhs (Hindustan Times). 


‘Hydrabad Feb. 19 (1973)—The massive’ and’ ‘total 
double bandh of Andhra and Telengana regions passed off 
peacefully. Incidently this is the.firsr- time: the agitators 
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of both the regions have given‘a ‘united'call'to press their 
demand for the seperation of the state 


Hasan Councels Talks To End Teacher's Dispute. 
(Hindustan limes). 


Chandigarh ‘Feb. 22 (1973)—Tbe Union Education 
Minister Mr. Nurul Hasan, today advised the Haryana. 
Government and the striking teachers to’ enter ‘into a 
dialogue in order to resolve the dispute 


Air India Staff Resorts To Lightning’ Strike 
(Hindustan Times), 


New Delhi March 8 (1973)—Air India’s executives 
and staff members in Bombay and New Delhi went’on & 
lightning strike this afternoon in protest against the ‘sus: 
pension of 15 air line’personnel pending investigation of 
the incident of March 3 when three stoways went on! 
Board the London-bound flight. 

The strike is reparted ‘to be spreading to all parts of 
Air India’s network across the world 


Spreading Rail Strike adds to Woes of Drought’ 
(Hindustan times) 

New Delhi April 2i—The movement of food grains \ 
and relief supplies to the drought hit areas of Gujrat and í 
Rajasthaa ‘has been complétély thrown out of Bear as the 
strike of the Station Masters. spread to thé Ratlam Division 
of the Western Railway, and the Jodhpur Diviéion of the 
Northern Railway last night............ 
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Madras frains Paralysed by. Lightning, Strike. 
(Hindustan times) 


Madras July 28 (1973). PTI—A. lightning, strike, by 
Railway, men brought all train services at Madras.Central 
and Egmare to a standstill this evening......-.........-. The 
strike was touched of by a lathi charge and teargas on a 
crowd of railway workers who alleged to have attempted 
to storm into the office of the. Southren. Railway Head- 
quarter here..........++-.- 


Farmers Hold Back Wheat in Response to Bandh Call, | 
(Hindustan times). 


Chandigarh May 21 (1973)—Despite 198‘ preventive 
arrests , of . leading workers, the, Punjab farmers. today 
responded to. the. Akali call: for- a, two daya Statewide 
“Wheat marketing bandh.” + 

The “bandh”? was organised to. record the, farmers 
protest against low wheat procurement, ‘Prices, scarcity 
and soaring prices , of essential commodities , and „farm 


nputS reena 


Congress (O),to Launch; ‘Massiye?.Satyagrah 


(Hindustan times). 
New Delhi July 2—As part of its plan of ‘non-violent 


direct action the Congress (O) will: recruit over one lakh 
volunteers by October for offering satyagrah against 
Government’s “‘failure”’.to check the rise.in prices.and :the 
“trend” towards totalitarism. 3 
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CPi to Launch Stir against Price Rise (Hindustan times) 


New Delhi July 7 (1973) (UNI)—The communist part 
of India will observe anti-price rise, and dehoarding weel 
in the country from August I to 7 to mark the launchin 
of a three month agitation against price rise..... :..... 


Avoidable Trouble (Hindustan times editorial) 


The threatened strike by the employees of the Bombi 


Port Trust is irresponsible. Yet if it materialises o 


Tuesday the blame in part should go to the Rip Va 
Winkles in the Government 


Everything Adultrated (Hindustan times Cor: espondant) 


New Delhi June 23 (1973)—You name it, its adultrates 


food grains, pulses, spices, edible vils, milk products, 
confectionary, even tea. 


‘Last month, 3200 complaints were received in Delh 
by the Consumers Council of India, a body sponsor“ 


‘by’ the’ ‘Planning Commission and headed by Mr. Bi 
Gobind Verma. 


And there ‘were 9,500 complaints in U.P. 6, 000 i 
Punjab 4,800 in Rajasthan, 4,200 in Haryana and‘5,200 i 
Bengal. The figures for the southern States are much lowe! 
2,900 in Tamil Nadu 1,800 in Mysore, 1,200.in Andhri 
and only $50 in Kerala 


Large Scale Adultration-Law Inefective 
(Hindustan Times April 28, 197 
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Banglore : Food analysts are loosing the race to the 
adultrators because the pace of discovery is faster than 
the development of scientific check tests. 

In Cochin and Mangalore synthetic tea is heing prod- 
uced from cashewnut husk. The flavour and colour added 
are such that this tea falls within the standards set......... 

Adultrators in Mysore are no less clever.................. 
Laboratory tests have shown that 48 percent of the 
samples of non-alcoholic beverages is adulterated with 
sweetners and non-permitted colours, 54 percent of milk 
with water and starch, 20 percent of butter and ghee with 
mashed potatoes and oils and 15 percent of coffee and tea 
with spent:or used stuff and other articles. It is believed 
that 40 percent of food one consumes is adalterated......... 


\ Adultrators Must be Shot (Letters : Hindustan times) 

| Sir please refer to the item “Large scale adultration 
in protine—rich pulses” (The Hindustan Times June 19) 

- Adultration will only go if adultrators are shot. Never 
otherwise. 


Tnxman Collects More But Evasion is Still Heavy 
(Hindustan times) 

New Delhi April 24 (1973)—“‘We trast you - you trust 

us”, says the taxman. With a view to fostering ‘confidence 

among the citizens, the tax department started a new 
assesment procedure a couples of years ago. 

The results they say have been gratifying. From a net 
income-tax collection of 88.28 crores in 1971-72, the year 
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in which the scheme was introduced, the collections. 
1972-73 jumped to 123.76 crores, in the Capital alone. . 

Wealth tax collections went up to 157.79 crores, frot 
104.70 crores in the same period. zed j 

How much evasion ? ....:.... many economists estima’ 
that tax evasion amounts to as much as the collection 
Others maintain that it is even more-five percent over an 
above the collections . ............ 


Notorious Smugler Escapes (Hindustan times) 

Bombay Aug. '1 1973 (UNI)—Abdul Sattar Abubakt 
the main accused'in’a number of ‘smuggling cases invo 
‘ving contraband ‘goods ‘valued ‘at Rs. 4 crores -escapt 
from police custédy on monday’last. Official sources sai 

N 
Food Smugglers Active in UP (Hindustan times). 
Lucknow July 28 (1973)—Food smugglers in U. P. al 
‘busy passing thousands of tonnes of millet into Ù 
bordering States, each truck load netting a profit of ! 
least Rs. 5,000 


Systematic Robbery 

(Hindustan times editorial 21 Feb., 1973). À 
The smuggling of art objects out of India has by no? 

become a highly organised. and obviously lueratit 

business. As many as 53 stone idols collected from variot 

parts of India were recently found by the police in Dell 

in the hands of. some well- heeled but „unscrupulous antiq! 
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700 temple idols were stolen and smuggled out to the U.S. 
and Europe. According to a report published by a London 
newspaper some weeks ago, 80 tonnes of stone sculpture 
were transmitted to the U.S. in shipment bearing the 
legend, “agricultural equipment” About 2, 000 rare minia- 
ture paintings were stolen from the city palace museum, 
Jaipur some years ago... 

What is painful is that neither the State Governments 
nor the Centre serms to be able to stop this remorseless 
artistic drain............ 


Black Money bill in this Session (Hindustan times) 

“New Delhi March 5 (1973)—Finance Minister Y. B- 
Chavan told the Congress Parliamentary party general 
body that. the. Government would bring a comprehensive 
bill in the current session of Parliament to unearth black 

money and check its further: growth......---+-- ? 

The bill has since bcen passed and enacted, but how 
much, black money has been unearthed and its growth 
checked is yet to be, known. The bill enables ‘the holders of 
huge properties 4 and black money to “keep ‘them in the 
name of charitable trusts with themselves as trustees. 


Comedy of Fantastic Fake Notes Racket (Blitz) 


Ne Hydrabad—A fake currency gang with headquarters 
vin the tabacco- rich Guntur district has spread its tentacles 
far and wide with ‘the support of a powerful section of 
Congressmen of Andhra Pradesh..--ce--e-+- ; 


Alarming Increase in Drug Abuse (Hindustan times) 
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New Delhi July 11—At least 5,000 Delhi University , 
students are using narcotics in one form or another, and , 
over 200 of them are addicted to hard drugs like heroin, ; 
according to a recent survey made by the Central Bureau i 
of Narcotics, Union Finance Ministry 


Wine Rows Longer than Wheat’s (Hindustan times) 
Bombay May I—A shop in Dadar, Central Bombay, 
the only one to get supplies of Gewda—the Marathi term 
for country liquor—after its production and sale was made | 
legal, is today witnessing longer queues than those seen 
last week at Co-operative shops selling one Killo of wheal 
for five people at Rs. 1.52 per kg 


Is our Democracy Democratic (Hindustan times Sunday) 
Is India becomming a “rich mans democracy” with 


each candidate having to spend an average of 5 lakhs to’ 
contest a Lok Sabha Seat ? 


Been eereeren 


Besides election expenses, there are a number of othe! 
issues exercising opposition parties quite a few of which 
have been reduced in size if not practically voted out of 
existence in the last election. And yet (a point which all 
opposition parties bring up) in the five general elections 
since independence the Congress party has been 3 
“minority government” in the sense that although it has 
a majority inside parliament it represented a minority of 
the electorate i. e. between 40 and 45 per cent. 


The use of official machinery by the ruling party, thé 


growing role of black money with 
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Jonations, charges of malpractices, intimidation, gerry 
mandering, the voting age and election broadcasts are 
among the issues being hotly discussed in the context of 
the Electoral Reforms Bill expected to come before the 
Parliament in the next session. 

The ruling party while characterising some of the 
charges as “stunts”, however does recognise the need for 
certain reforms....-....the lasting solution to poll problems 
can come only if the participants in the elections play fair, 
but do they ? 


Besides the question of the use of official conveyance 
which ministers allegedly freely use by mixing tours in 
areas where they have to address election meetings. 
another activity that exercises political parties in respect 

of the party in power is that of Government announcing 
or executing new public welfare schemes in areas after the 
notification of an election. j 

Suggestions made by the Joint Committee on amend- 
ment to election Law, set up in June 1971, the final report 
of which was adopted in 1972 deserve attention.....------- 
Even if it has not been able to offer final solution to all 
problems connected with the way Indian elections are 

conducted. It has asked the right questions, among them 
of eletion expenses, malpractices (besides the use of official 
' machinery) pros and cons of introducing the list system. 
lowering voting age and passing arround broadcasting 
facilities on AIR during election pcriods, to mention a few. 
“It is. generally conceded that ‘the statutory ceilings on 
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election expenses are seldom observed in practice and th 
actual expenditure incurred by a candidate does not bea 
any relation to the maximum limits laid down......... 

Other: suggestions......... including a -complete ban o 
the plying of mechanically propelled vehicles.on publi 
toads on polling day subject to certain exceptions, makin 
the giving of lifts to. voters to polling booths a cognizabk 
offence......... 


Favouritism to ‘VIP’ Constituencies Alleged 
(Hindustan TY) 


fesigiatars today Be aed the party leadership of showin 
favouritism to.constituencies represented by Ministers .., 

The members. complained that those areas _ which 
enjoyed, the political . patronage of either a Minister or 4 
senior leader. received the maximum grants for the. welfatt’ 
of Harijans and other backward communities. This un dut 
favour to the VIP constituencies was given at the cost of 
the proper and needy areas, they alleged... SOC 5 
Probe Urged Into Vote Buying Charge 
Hindustan. times, (Aug..29, 1973). 

Some Congress, MPs, and MLAs from Mysore hav 
sent a telegram tọ Prime. ¿Minister Indira. Gandhi and 
Congress, President S. D, Sharma urging them to makes 
thorough, inquiry _ into the alleged use of money to. buy 
votes at the recent meeting of the P.C.C, which was to 
elect. a 10 member pardesh eleetion committee. 

The .signataries ; have alleged. that money was freely 
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used to buy votes for the official group and the Youth 
Congress apprehended ‘them in ‘the process ‘of distribution 
of currency notes. The telegram has mentioned ‘five 
persons including the treasurer of the PCC as being invol- 
ved in the affair. 

The allegation has been denied by the returning officer. 
Meanwhile report of......is awaited. 
Nixon and Indira (Organizer May 12, 1973). 

Recent events in India and the USA have shown that 
the Indira regime -here and the Nixon regime there have 
used illegal money and lawless methods to continue in 
_ power. Both have freely indulged in character assassina- 
tion of their opponents. Both have practised suppresio 
veri, sugestio. falsi. Both regimes are manned by Ali Baba 
and more than forty thieves both leaders are operators 
rather than statesmen. j : 

" And yet when all is said and done some vital differen- 
ces emerge. In the USA Président Nixon and his friends 
denied any knowledge of watergate. Yet when the whole 
thing blew up, the President discarded his Lieutenants, 
appologised to the country, shed some tears and asked for 
“hell”. in India the ‘Nagarwala ‘case “was, if anything 
even more serious than ‘the Watergate affair. “Here was 
‘a mysterious man ‘handling mysterious millions in the 

“nameof Mataji” and yet the’ whole thing ‘was suppressed 
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the Planning Commission, thrown out dissenting Ministe 


made the. State apparatus avilable to her son and ev 
compromised national security 


We started as a free judiciary as USA if not free 
But over the years appoinments on extraneous considera 
tion have progressively lowered the standard of our judi 
ciary. Nixon was as keen to pack the US Supereme Cou! 
as Shrimati Gandhi but in his case, the US Senate Tejectet 
two of his nominations for Chief justicc. The Indiar 
Parliament; however, works as a party caucus rather thai 
as a sovereign legislature. In the USA the Nixon adminis 
tration tried to bribe the judge conducting the case ol 
Ellsberg of “Pentagon papers” fame and failed......... 


Apart from the Parliament and the judiciary the onl) 
guarantee of a functioning democracy is a free press. Bi 
offers of advertisements and threats of diffusion Gov" 


has reduced the bulk of the Indian press to little more that 


jelly fish......... It was two junior reporters who unravelled 


the Watergate mystry layer by layer. Nobody even in the 
unscrupulous Nixon administration thought of tightening 
the screw on the properietors of Washington Post 


Shashi Bhushan’s Answer (Hindustan times editorial). 

The Congress MP, Shashi Bhushan’s elaboration off 
his idea of a limited dictatorship published in these colu- 
mns, Yesterday is no improvement Conceptuously spea 
king on his earlier speeches and statements...... ... While 


there.can be no two opinions about. his description of thé 


social and economic evils -facing the country, adultration, 
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black money, corruption etc—it is not proved that they 
are inherent in or flow directly from a democratic society, 
even in Indian conditions...... What is the meaning of his 
plea for more powers to the Government when the existing 
powers have not been used. And to suggest ‘‘peoples 
courts” is to prescribe an altogether different system which 
cennot,co-exist with the present order. And which people 
will sit on the ‘‘peoples courts”. The very ones who have 
subverted the existing machinery of Jaw and order ?......... 


Bans there can be nothing “limited” about dictator- 
ship just as there cannot be partial chastity,......... He has 
also referred to the’ backing of the vast majority of the 
people which Mr Gandhi and the Congress party enjoys. 
Against such a background it is inconceivable that the 
machinations of the ‘‘vested interests’? named by him or 
the .metrograde, thinking. and actions of some of the non- 
congress , parties he detests or even the “monopoly press”? 
could be obstacles in their path.....,... 

i The Congress party. and its members can complain of 
-institutional inhibitions or the inadequacies of democratic 
instruments only after..they. have honestly tried to carry 
out .the policies to which they are committed and are 

» thwarted -in the process. In a sense they have not failed, 
for they have not tried at all. For instance recent ammend- 
ments, ,to, the.. constitution . were justified on the ground 
that _justiciability, of fundamental right. involving property 
Was. impeding, Jand. reforms: But has there been any 

. improvement, in the situation after that 2 “The land garb- 
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bing highlighted by Harchand Committee in Punjab is not 
due to any judicial hinderance to the Governments schema 
for settling Harijans and other landless people on the land, 
The concept of the process of law enshrined in the Consti: 
tution might not allow Nehru’s reported threat to hang 
black marketeers from the nearest lamp-post to the carried 
out but this does not require the ruling party to shield 
such anti-social. elements and even reward some of them 
with party tickets in elections. 

Connected with this is the role of black money it 
spreading political corruption......... The Government has 
fallen short of expectations in the matter of curbing 
black money and other evils partly because of practices 


like raising party funds from illicit sources. { 
At the political level the phenomenon of Presidents: 


rule in States like Andhra Pradesh, U. P., is an index of 
the rot. The congress party enioys unquestioned majority 
in the two States. Yet bureaucrats whom Mr Shashi 
Bhushan and the like do not obviously rate highly have 
had to be pressed into service to bring some semblance of 
order and discipline in them...... It is time the Congress 
party and its members turned the spot light inwards before 


finding scapegoats for what is patently a dismal failure of 
leadership......... 


Giri Assails Politicians Of All Shades (Hindustan times). 


Lucknow, July 28, 1973—The President Mr, V. V. Giri 
said today that although the Prime Minister was doing het 
best individually and collectively the big majority she had 
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asked for and got in the last elections has not yielded the 
desired results. 

Mr. Giri, who was opening the Gandhi Bhawan here 
assailed politicians of all shades. He said the country was 
presently facing the biggest crisis in the last 25 years. 
Remarking that presidents rule was supposed to mean his 
Government, Mr Giri said he had a right to order the 
U. P. Governer to go to the urban and rural areas, catch 
hoarders and put them in chains. 

But there werc complaints that among the hoarders 
were assambly members and politicians belonging to vari- 
ous parties. In this situation how could the ordinary 
people be checked, he asked......... 


The President Speaks (Hindustan times Aug. 1, 1973). 


Mr. Giri’s direct criticism of the Union Government 


‘in particular and politicians in general at Lucknow last 


saturday cannot be lightly dismissed. -This was the angui- 
shed voice of the President of India admonishing his own 
Government for its failure to perform despite the over- 
whelming mandate it so recently received at the polls. 
Quite clearly the President would not have spoken as 
he did but for the magnitude of the crisis facing the 
country. Presumably too he has confided his anxieties to 
he Prime Minister and has now felt it necessary to go 


' beyond that and address the people. The Government will 


be understandably embarrassed. But rather than side step 
the central issue by making this out to be a constitutional 
conflict of something in the nature of a confrontation 
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between the Prime Minister and the President, the Pritj 
Minister and her colleagues would do well to ‘act décis 
vely to stem ‘the political and economic rot that has s 


Letters (Mir Mushtaq Ahmad) 
(Hindustan times Aug. 2, 1973). 


Sir—Our Rashtrapati Mr. V. V. Giri has very right! 
drawn the attention of the country towards the seven sit 
¿Which Gandhiji pointed out as early as 1921 : Politi 
without. principles, , weaith without work, pleasure withou 
conscience, knowledge without character, commerce wilt 
out morality, science without humanity and worship with 
out sacrifice. 

At this critical time when the country is faced’ wil 
serious and complex problems, it is the duty of‘all politics 
parties to pay utmost attention to the views of the a 
pati and save the country from a ‘crisis “of character:. 


3 Supreme Court Judges ‘ Quit Protest Against “Sapp” 
‘session Gort. Defends Ray’ s Choice As Chief Justice 
(Hindustan times April 27, 1973). 

The conflict between th Executive ‘and the judiciat 
assumed a new dimension today when three supreme Coll 
judges, Mr. Justice J. M. ‘Shelat, “Mr. Justice K: S. Hegi 

i and Mr. Justice A. N. Grover, resigned in Protest āgain 
their “supersession in, the appointment o of Mi. Jus.ice AI 
Nath Ray as the new Chief Justice of India. 

j Opposition jeaders i in ‘the Lok Sabha’ ‘and the Supre 
Court Bar Association vehemently protested against t 
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president having broken a time honoured convention-and 
accused the Government of having ma < the new appoint- 
ments for ‘“‘political considerations”. They asserted that 
the Government ‘has -thereby undermined” the indepen- 
dence of the judiciarysand madeiit. impossible.for men of 
integrity and independence. to function as judges.of the 
Supreme Court....--+. 


Bid to Undermine Judictary*Says ‘Bar. 

New Delhi,“April 28, 1973—The- Supreme Court: Bar 
‘Association in a resolution adopted today “strongly 
condemns” the Governments action of superseding “three 
highly’ eminent: and: able: members ofithe Supreme Court 
‘bench'in the appoinment ofthe: Chief Justice of India”. 

The resolution adopted by an overwhelming majority 
at an’ emergency ‘meeting said that: the association “is 
convinced that ‘the action is a-purely political one and has 
no relation whatsoever to merits of the appointment. 
More so when‘one considers’ the timing-and: the. manneriof 
the appointment”’......--- 

“Bombay ‘Lawyers On’ Strike. 
“Work in the Bombay High Court and other Courts in 
“the city’ was paralysed today as the-members of the legal 
profession, numbering 7,000, abstained from attending the 
„courts“ to’ protest cagainst the superse ‘sion of three senior 
“judges of the Supreme ‘Coutt.....---- 
‘the High Court Bat Association in a resolution dis- 
“approved~ the” unprecedented’ step taken by ~ the Central 


Government. “Such a step “will undermine the indepen- 
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dence of the judiciary and the dignity not only of th; 
Supreme Court but of the High Courts and other c ur 
in India where the same pernicious practice may be follo. 


wed bv the State Governments, “The resolution added...” | 


Justice Was Not Possible Till Now : PM 
(Hindustan Times May.2, 1973). 


Kanpur, May 1, (PTI)—Prime Minister Indira 
Gandhi, said here today those who had earlier benifitted 
by superseding others were now raising: a hue and cry 
against supersession of three Supreme Court Judges in the 
appointment of the new Chief Justice 


She was probably referring to Supersession of judges al 
the lower level as supersession of judges in the Supreme 
Court was unprecedented. Supersession at the lower level 
on the basis of merit is inevitable as very limited number, 
of persons enlisted as judges could reach the Supreme 


Court. ; 


Hegde Says Mrs. Gandhi worked for his Remoyal. 
Mr. K. S. Hegde, 


who resigned in protest “against the 
supersession 


SBE accused Prime Minister Indira Gandhi, 
Law Minister H. R. Ghokale and Steel Minister Mohan 


Kumaramangalam of having worked for his removal from 
the Supreme Court. 


He was prepared for his Supersession because Mrs. - 
Gandhi was “greatly piqued by his decision in her election’ 
He described his difference with Mr. 
Kumaramangalam as fundamental and deep rooted. “To 


me democracy is an article of faith. Him it is only a 
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cover. “His “object clearly is to sabotage the present 
constitution”. Even his entry into the Congress party was 
only an act of strategy to capture power from within. 
He had no faith in an Independant , judiciary Mr. Hegde 


Judicial Integrity is not Basic to in appointing CJ. 
(Htndustan Times May 3, 1973). 

Far from being apologetic, as were the previous 
speakers from his party, Union Steel Minister, Mr. 
Kumaramangalam today spiritedly defended the Govern- 
ments decision to appoint Mr. Justic A. N. Ray as the 
Chief Justice of the Supreme Court, Superseding three 
sitting judges much senior to him, because the Government 

wanted to appoint as Chief justice a person who would 

y help in ending the “confrontation” between the judiciary 
and Parliament one who would appreciate the wind of 
change sweeping the country and one who will help us in 
the courts. 

Mr. Kumaramangalam asserted it was the Govern- 
ments indisputable prerogative to take into account the 
social philosophy, politics and outlook of a man before, 
appointing him for the highest post in the judiciary...;..+.- 


L Hegde and PM?’s Election (Organiser). 
| Perhaps not altogether irrelevant to the supersession 
of the three senior most judges is the judgement that one 
of them, Shri Hegde, gave last year. Shri Raj Narain has 
an election petition pending against the Prime Minister 
in the Allahabad High Court. Last year the High Court 
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struck down 13 Raj Narain’s interrogateries as irreleyen, 
In addition it struckdown three of the issues. In th ‘ 
Hegde upheld the other decisions Supreme Court, Justig 
ofthe Allahabad High Court but restored issue No : | and 
part of issue No: 3. Issue No: | dealt with the date on 
which Shri Yashpal Kapoor, election agent of the Prim 
Minister, has ‘resigned his Government job. 
Delivering the judgement cn March 15, 1972, Justice 4 
Hegde observed : We think that the learned judge was no‘ 


justified in striking out issue No. 1. On the other hand ht 


should have reframed that issue. Yashpal Kapoor appi 


holding on January 13, 1971. The President accepted hiss 


resignation on January 25 and the same was gazetted ont 
February 5, 1971. X} 


The learned trial judge, without examining the true 
effect of the presidents order, has abruptly come to tht 


conclusion that Yashpal Kanoor’s resignation became 


effective from January 14, 1971. This conclusion, in oul 


opinion, require re- examination, [tis necessary to examine 


is 
whether a’ Government | servants 


“resignation can: be 
accepted with effect from ‘an earlier date. 


Govt. Can`t be Trusted to Pick Judges 
(Hindnstan times ee 2,°1973 
‘New Dethi Aug. 


) 


-Former Union Minister:Mr.*M. C/ 
Chagla'\ today - To thata ‘high power committee 
representing the'i;Bench-and’!the: Bar’ ishoùld be entrusted: 
with the selection ofijudges of the Supreme: ‘Court:and the 
High Coutts. - 
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A judiciary which was controlled by the Government 
could not obviously control the Government in respect of 
the Jatters illegal acts, he told newsmen. 

Mr. Chagla who is the Chairman of the Organising 
Committee of the All India Convention of Lawyers on 
the independence of the judiciary, said the Government 
could no longer be trusted to appoint judges in future...... 


And now after the Judge, the Committed Soldier 
(Organiser May 19 1973). 


The Principal of ‘‘social philosophy may engender 
‘lass tension within the services. It may become a -yote 
satching device by the party in power. And with-it the 
soldier might think he belongs to particular party and not 
o all the parties and all the people............ 


. 


A recruit may call himself a “‘socialist” in order to 
Bin entry. The training courses may be giyen ideological 
ias, bolstered with coloured talks and literature. “Correct 
olitical views. may earn a premium in the annual confi- 
lential reports. The commanding officers may sharpen 
heir tocis to develop: sound thinking moulds, and may 
n turn be subject to praying for their political fitness for 
he job. And there is no doubt that like the Chief Justice, 
kere might also be a committed Chief of Staff......... i 


reaching Anarchy (Hindustan times 8 May 1973 editorial) 


Unless he now claims to have, been incorrectly 
ported, the Congress President, Dr. Shankar Dayal 
harma, has enunciated a ssries of conundrums that can 
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only be described as stupefying. Addressing an INTŲ 
Union at Bombay on Sunday he dismissed the th 
recently superseded, Supreme Court judges as ‘‘friends, 
the Rajas, Maharajas, capitalists and monoplist 
Presumably carried away by his own rhetoric he went: 
to state that workers properly organised. could intimid: 
judges into giving favourable verdicts in industri 
disputes. This is no light hearted banter. It is an op 
invitation to anarchy. Dr. Shankar Dayal Sharma perh 
overlooks the fact that the INTUC is not the only Cent 
trade Union Organisation in the country. If all th 
organisations instigate their respective members to | 
pressure on the judges (and Government employ 
like wise) it is not the rule of law that will prevail, ! 
bedlam. » 


Dr. Sharma even defined the manner in which wont 
should exercise pressure, A few advocates wha defied’ 
call to observe “Bar solidarity day” in support of! 
three superseded judges were allegedly prevented fii 
attending the courts by Picketers. This tactice says ' 
Congress President can be usefully employed. The work 
can prevent the employers Council from attending cov 
Nor should the Police interfere, since they had not int 
fered when some lawyers were wrongfully barred ff 
entering the Supreme Court. In short, Dr. Sharm! 
justifying the gherao of courts and counsel if ‘not wo 
a course of action that not even the’ Marxists ‘att! 
rampaging worst pursued. It is amazing that the Presid 


CC-0. Nanaji Deshmukh Library, BJP, Jammu. Digitized by eGangotri 


51 


of an organisation which swears by Parliamentary 
democracy should invite people to actions that would 
normally get a man into very serious trouble. Several 
thousand Naxalties are languishing in prison for saying 
much the same thing. Such irresponsibility is not to be 
lightly disregarded. Force can quickly twin into tragedy”. 

In quoting the above extracts from prsss reports etc. 
the object is not to prove the statement made in the 
beginning of this chapter as the things are too well known 
to need any proof. The idea only is to provide a birds eve 
view of the conditions prevailing in the country and the 

“awareness of the people to the existing sorry, state of 
affairs. Many more such press reports have been left out 
to avoid making the chapter lengthy. 

A big question that now arises is, who is responsible 
for this sad plight of the country ? Surely the Government 
as well as the people. But if the people could themselves 
run their own affairs why have the Government. All that 
the people can do is to give a mandate to their Govern- 

ment and co-operate with it, inviting at the same time, 

the Governments attention to its weakness, short comings 
. and failures. The Goverment has money, means and power 
_ to put the matters right. -But whether it has the will and 
ce ability to do so is discussed in subsequent chapters. 


ma _ 
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Our Social Order 


Sail sain beings were created; all at once or by 
Bie Cas ie as one may like to believe, the problem 
sibs. oye ntain order was automatically created. The 

alled God and by several other names, gavevall 


living bein g to w 
8S some sense accordi 'hi y 
: Ing t hey w 
required to act, ion He 


maxXi-mum ever- 
to manage their 


ae Ociet 
o live peacefully but also to develope rata ee 
ually, 


jocially and economically, 
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Time went on changing and with it changed the needs 
of the society in different parts of the world, and also the 
codes of conduct, consistant however, with the betterment 
of the society. In due course different social order emerged 
from different codes of conduct. When contacts between 
different parts of the world became frequent, it became 
difficult to prevent social order in one part of the world 
from being influenced by the other. 


Generally, barring minor differences in matters of 
habits and customs, all religions of the would have 
preached more or less the same values such as, no telling 
of lies, no selfishness, no stealing, no violence, no d.shon- 
esty, no acting in a manner harmful to others, n) 
unauthorised sexuality, no greed, no jealonsy, no materia- 
‘lism, no amassing of wealth, helping the poor and the 
Edown trodden andso on. And to ensure contentment, 
failures and inequalities in life were attributed to luck, 
laying at the same time great stress on fair and unfailing 
effort 

It is not possibla to describe religion in just one sen- 
tences. para or chapter. Hundreds and thousands of books 
have been written on the subject but the description of 

religion is in need of further elucidation. In a nut shell 
however, religion, particularly the hindu religion can be 
taken to mean righteous conduct resulting from shunning 
of lust, anger, greed, attachment, pride and above all false- 

hood. 
“Right or Wrong, ‘the belief in God and religion has 
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served its purpose well. It has saved the world from i 
law of the jungle and chaos, for long, The gradual deteri 
ration in religious belief eliminated luck as a factor rel 
vent to ones well being. Ambitious individuals and groy 
of people took to improving their lot inthe way th 
thought best, throwing all the old codes of conducts! 
the winds. Some even adopted violence as their cred 
This gave rise to new social orders called by differe 
names such as communism, socialism etc. Thus as ti 
saying goes “old order changeth yielding place to new 
the orders are changing and will go on changing butt 
necessarily for the better. Even old orders are sure! 


return, after all the other orders good or bad have be 
tried. 


Both the present social orders are now before te 
world and it is difficult to say which one is better. T 
United States of America by following rightist policy » 
raised her status to that of the worlds richest counti 
and the Soviet Union has brought its people out of ! 
woods and achieved a position equal in importance to t 
U. S. A. by following a leftist policy. This shows that 
is not the rightwardness or the leftwardness of the polici. 
but the way the policies are implemented and the ™ 
who do it, that count. The worst that any country C 
do is to blindly copy one country or the other disregard! 

_its own background. Adopting 2 middle eourse is no bel! 
as it amounts to bringing totalitarianism through de? 
cracy. A good system is good „and a bad system bad! 
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two systems whether seporately good or bad are very very 
bad. j 

Material affluence is not the panacea of all ills. The 
most affluent countries have begun to realise that there is 
no happiness in affidence. They are in search of solace 
somewhere else. Many westerners are taking shelter in 
the hindu religion which preaches detachment if not 
renunciation to find solace. They are following what has 
eome to be known as “Hare Krishana” cult. If they 
follow this religion properly, there is no reason why they 
or others who follow it strictly, should not find real 
solace, atleast not less than can be found in materialism, 
‘whether through capitalism oF communism. 

Every independent country would, therefore, do well 
to adopt an independent policy of her. own, most suited 
to its past traditions. India with its rich spiritual, cultural 
and social heritage is much better placed than many 


others in this respect. 


Whatever may be the policy or belief in a country, the 
existence of God and His control over happanings is 
difficult to deny. A person’s actions are governed by his 
thoughts over which he has no control. Some thoughts 
come to mind without any desire for them. They come 
suddenly and automatically. On getting a thought one 
may -decide to act on it of reject it, after taking into consi- 
deration all the arguments for and against it that come 
to his mind; but the result of his decision may not 
necessarily 80 in his favour, as here again he bas no con- 
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‘anything. The Originator of th 


‘ability. Those who believe that they c 
‘or the nations’ destiny by ignoring hi 


on the subject here, would not be out of 
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trol over arguments that come to his mind. Only thos 
arguments that lead him to a particular decision, right of 
wrong may come to his mind, This in other words m 


eani 
that the man isa helpless being 


having no control O Ver 


ought and produeer af 
arguments. in his mind, alone holds the key. The man js, 


however meant to use his given sense to the best of his 


an change their own 
m, Only display their | 
anged but only. to wes 


ignorance. Destinies can Surety be ch 
extent He permits. 


I 
It is not the intention here to prove the existence of 
God. It is for the scholars or reli 


gious experts to do, if 
any proof is needed at all, 


but a brief expression of views | 
place. All religions 


have preached the existence and oneness of God and the 


hindu ‘religion was the first to do 


a. 


so. The vedas have 


described Him as “EKO BRAHMA DUTYO NASTI” | 


meaning God is one there is no seco 
‘oldest books in the world and the sourc 
this religion was naturally 
and only one. The followin 
veda x.82—3 ; also Yajur an 
same :— 


8 ‘mantra’ of the vedas (Rig- 
d Atharva) 80€s to prove the 
RNa. (ar afar at Aara 


aR Be yaar fear 1 
a Bai ana oe ow 
dt Ung Maat area \l 
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eaning: Our father, our Creator, our Disposer, 
Who knows all positions all things existing ; 
Who is the only one, bearing names of 
different deities ; 
Him other beings seek with questionings.’ 
(From Bhawan’s Journal) Aug. 5.73. 
He has been described as one omnipresent Being, 
yrmless and yet having form, Almighty, without a begi- 
ing and an end, always watching the actions of the human 
eings. to whom He has given some liberty to act within 
he circle of sense given to them, so that He can reward or 
unish them according to their deeds. The scriptures have, 
herefore. preached the fear of God to keep the people on 
he right path. Some people are, however, not spiritually 
œ elcvated as to directly understand such high ideals. 
ome mythological figures were, therefore, introduced and 
ome miracles attributed to them. They were called 
‘Devatas”. These Devatas or deities were never given the 
status of God, nor was God referred in any of the scrip- 
lures in plural ‘number. But foreign. scholars while trans- 
lating them in their ‘own language found no equivalent 
word for them, ‘and called them gods with a small ‘g’. So 
gee known that Hindus have more than one God 
Some say that the Hindus create their own God first 
and then tremble before It Actually it is the trembling 
that matters and not the nature of the article before which 
one trembles As long as he, trembles before something, an 
idol, a picture, a boas a. ‘letter, a word or a building, the 
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object of having faith in God, i,e, self purification, is more 
than tul-filled and the person trembling before anything 
cannot go astray. This explains the Prevailance of idol 
worship among the Hindus. Things have sometimes to be 
done to help people to do the right thing, in whatever way 
they can understand and fulfill the object letter, 


Some people do not believe in the existance of God 
at all in any shape and form so they have no one to fear 
from. But even they find it difficult to do without putting 
their faith tn somthing or the other. Take the case of 


communist China. Inspite of their Professions to the 


contrary the Chinese treat their chairman Mao Tsi-Tung 
as God without of course, calling him so. They perform all 
the duties towards him as other people do towards their 
God. “ About fifty million loudsoeakers daily blare out 
Chairman Mao Tsi-Tungs thoughts to the masses in China 
according to a survey of the development of the communi- 
cations in that country available here” says & press re- 
port. Fhe Mao cult, whatever it may be called, is not 
different from religious cults, prevaillant in India A else- 
where and Mao’s Red book is not less sacred to the 
Chinese than any sacred book in Other countries. 

There are still others who themselves do not know 
much about their faiths and beliefs. 
either in their own country or 
them have their loyalties outside 


They have no roots 
in any other. but some of 


- Ther beleive in fi 
Tee 
from all codes of conduct religious or Otherwise, [fF a 
b 2 . ey È 


are allowed to have their way nothing but chaos will 
~ La Os Ae 
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follow. 


Some people deny the existence of God because they 
do not see or understand Him. Oa the other hand they see \ 
science doing wonders. But science only uncovers or dis- 
covers wonders and does not perform them. Science is no- 
thing but the fullest use of the sense given to man by the 
Creator. Taking all the progress science has so far made, 
it can be said to have played the roll of a discoverer well. 
or that it has made good use of the things already 
created by some one for the purpose. If some one discovers 
that the whole of the biggest tree is contained in its 
smallest seed, the wonder is not in discovering it but in 
putting the tree in the seed. Similarly if the air contains 
fire in its hidden form, the wonder is in the fact itself 
and not in discovering it. Every thing one sees ‘in the 
world is a wonder but we are SO used to these wonders 
that we do not notice them. Is not the tiny little ant or 
even smaller insects that one sees, a wonder? What 
machinery has it got inside which makes it work ? Can 
anyone including scientists create one even from the 
existing material, what to talk of creating the material 
itself ? Some argue that it needs only cow-dung to produce 
a worm, but then it needs a cow to produce the cow dung 
and a God to produce the cow oreven a scientist. If a 
third thing is produced by mixing two existing things, 
none of which could be created, it is just a discovery. Ihe 
existence of some thing that creates and controls the 


whole creation cannot be denied. If it can be, question 
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arises where did all this that one sees and feels, cop 
from ? The answer from disbelievers would probably } 


that all this came from where God came. But God wou! 


not be God if He were to have come from some wher 


He was always there and would always be there. This; 
Some thing which human bein 
Stand. If. however, 
some where 
first came 2 


gs are not made to und 
He or all that exists did come frot 


» then what was there before anything tha 
Or if that is too muc 
the scientists to answer, 
what is after that. 


h for any one, includir 
then where does this space end 
If it does not end nor begin any where, 
what do the scientists call a thing, 
and no end? They will call 

endlessness but not God, which it 
believe that there is a clash going 


„which has no begining 
it begininglessness and 
actually is. Some people, 


The religioni 
science. The 
the eyes of 
eligion and 
cach other in discovering 
scovered at all), by using 
cts of intellect given to them by the Creator. | 
uestion of a clash between the 


the whole American nation, most advance 
recourse to prayers, 


(if it can be di 
There is no g m. Only recently © 


din Science took 
d in the moon- 
return of the as tronauts therein, 


when a defect locate 
craft made the Safe 


doubrful. > 


~ X 
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Mahatma Gandhi in his “Young India” dated 11 Oct. 
1928 has said :— ` 

“There is an udefinable mysterious Power that prevades 
everything. I feel it though Ido not see. it. It is this 
unseen power which makes itself felt and yet. defies. all 
proof, because it is so unlike all that | perceive through 
my senses. It transcends the senses. But it is possible to 
reason out the existence of God to a limited extent. ” 

The existence of God is undeniable but whether one 
can make him act according to his wishes by prayers is 
doubtful. Firm belief in Him and prayers, however, give 
One the strength of mind.necessary to overcome difficulties. 
Hindu religion lays great stress on Prayer and also 
preaches that they are accepted.provided they are selfless 

and the man who prays, first. elevates himself,.to a super 
human level. But one who raises himself to that level .has 
no wishes to pray for. 


As, long as, ones actions. are. good and his needs 
limited according to.his. means. he-need not seek happiness 
and solace elsewhere, and.to ensure good actions, a good 
of condnet and a.sonnd social order is necessary. If the 
old one, which has stood.the-test of times for centuries has 

ddenly become out of date,. it must be modified or even 
changed if necessary but only for the better. The new:code 
of conduct must be- properly. defined.and. strictly ‘imple- 
mented but to leave. everyone free. to:evolve. his own..code 
of conduct or have no code, .at all is.sure to lead to chaos, 


Some restrictions on the absolute freedom), of individuals 
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are necessary to prevent a sorry state of affairs. S 
Selfless social reformers and religious workers, wi E 
Swami Vivekananda’s missionary zeal and sincerity 1 
purpos should come forward in a big way to retrieve ph 
situation, and the Government must give up its indifferen 
to the need for preventing social and moral degradatioA 
If they pay one tenth as much attention to this importa 
aspect as they pay to politics, the Indian society wopi 
once again rise to its old heights of morality. [mprovemh: 
in the social and moral standard will also automatica 
improve the highly corrupt politics of the country. st 
Even in cultural matters it is very essential to presei 
the ancient culture of the country. There must be sons 
thing of its own in which a country can take pride. Ini 
has a rich cultural heritage of music 


art, social a0 
religious customs, 


dress, dance, drama etc. and all the! 
being of a high order deserve preservation. It does ™ 


ig 
however, mean, that we should look down upon oth 


cultures. All countries have a culture of their own @ 
they are most welcome to preserve them as .best as th’ 
can. India can well be proud of its culture which is“ 
ancient as the world. The country must therefore, see 
it that its culture is not diluted with other cultures. Lo? 
Curzon, one time Viceroy of ludia (1899-1905) had 
- to say about the Indian culture, ‘while the British w 
in woocs, India had left a deep mark upon the histol, 
ihe philosophy, the religion of mankind”. Modern Indi 


\. not say so. 
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The danger to our culture is not only from outside, 
ome internal forces are equally at work to ruin it. The 
ditor Times of India in the paper’s issue dated June, 
1.1972 found it necessary to discuss the fact under the 
eading ‘Policy for Culture’, whieh is reproduced below : 


“At a recent Seminar held at the Institute for 
.dvanced studies, Simla, Mr. Nural Hassan, the Education 
{inister is reported to have suggested that Government 
olicy towards the evolution of a national culture should 
ave a Scientific basis. This is seminar language at its 
orst. If what he means is that Indian culture should bz 
10rn of all that is revivalist, obscurantist and devisive 
e shoul i have said so in plain language. But even this is 
ymmon place. The basis of Indian culture is the family. 
nder the impact of industrialisation, technology and 
smpulsive need of “modern”? Indian to imitate the out- 
ard forms of western fashions, what is being actually 
rolved in India is an ersatz culture that is neither flesh, 
th, nor gcod red herring. This hybrid culture is expressed 

some of the oldest forms. 


“Mahatma Gandhi actually anticipated this possi- 
lity. Writing in 1931, he said in his usual pointed manner” 
iropean civilization is no doubt suited for the Europeans 
vit will mean ruin for India, if we endeavour to copy 
t... The incessant search for material comforts and 
eir multiplication is such an evil, and I make hold to say 
at the Europeans themselves will have to remodel their 
tlook, if they are not to perish under the weight of the 
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comforts:to which they are becoming ‘slaves. It may be 
that my reading is wrong but I know that’ for India ‘to 
run after the Golden Fleece is to court certain’ death”, 
There it is. Instead of synthesis,’ there is only. electicism, 
and Indian culture is being continuously swamped by 
western importations. 


“This ‘is to interpret culture broadly as a way of life. 
But even if the discussion is limited’ to arts and letters, 
is it really necessary to try and fashion ‘‘a cultural policy 
for India” which is theme of the Simla Seminar? The 
Sangeet Natak, Lalit Kala and Sahitya Akademies were 


established to promote cultural activities in their respec- 
tive fields and the Khosla Committee is currently reviewing 


their work. With the disappearance of the Princes and: 


Zamindars and with rising taxes, private patronage has 
dwindled and the State is the principal patron of the ‘arts 
in the country. It also controls powerful cultural ‘media 
like AIR and the Films Division. This vests the State 


with a certain leverage or leadership. The affluent foreigner 
also affords a certain areaof patronage, ‘but this is‘obvio- 
sly far more limited. Some might ‘argue that ‘the extent 
of official patronage is excessive as itis. In the circūm- 
stances is it at all desirable toset out “ʻa” “cultural policy 
for India with the attendant risk of this even unwillingly 
tending to become ‘‘the™ national policy ? On the contrary 
should not diversity and dissent be encouraged ? “This is 
some thing to ponder over. : 
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“Towards the end of last year a meeting was convened 
inder semi-official auspices to formulate the role of the 
ntellectuals in the Bangla Desh crisis. The document that 
esulted has been challanged by some of the participants. 
3yen otherwise it seemed to “lay down the law”, depar- 
ures from which might refl.ct on the dissenters intelligence 
yr patriotism. Such conformism is to be availed for it 
carries the risk of a made-to-order culture which is the 
very antithesis of the Indian cultural tradition. Another 
example of ‘‘official/national’’ culture is to be seen in the 
mess over the official language policy. In this particular 
controversy, a language coined for a tiny minority in the 
secretariat has been allowed to usurp the rich, popular 
tongue of the vast multitude in the bazar. 
“The state has a rightto lay down certain boundary 
conditions based on considerations of morality, libel and 
‘security. Even here it is extremely difficult to know where 
to draw the line without stifling creatively, with censor- 
ship. But beyond this, let culture grow without anyone 
trying to limit it in the name of policy.” 
With as frequent contacts between countries as are 
taking place these days it is not possible to save the 
country’s culture from foreign influences, but atleast evil 
influences which, tend to destroy our culture altogether 
; must be prevented. If only good influences are allowed to 

work, our culture will loose none of its originality. For 
Indian women are known for their purity and 
n as lack of advancement, 


instance, 
modesty. This may be take 
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but we should much rather be br 
go the way the ‘western countries 
Swami Vivekanand during his to 
` while addressing a womens’ 


anded as backward the j 
are going in the regar 
ur of the United Staw 


meeting expressed hims! 
beautifully on the subject when he said :— 


Se A A 


“I want our women to have your 


intellectuality be 
not if it must be at the cost of purity”. 


i 
There is no Indian who does not speak of Swam ` 


. . l 
Viveka Nanda with &reat reverence and who does nol 
quote him here and there. His work is being very much | 


appreciated, his teachings are being praised and hi 


how many Indians art 
there who act on what he preached | 


ve intellectuality or l! 
o have intellectu-p 


~ 
o 
[5] 
=~ 
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to) 
a 
LY 
6 
ar 


CC-0. Nanaji Deshmukh Library, BJP, Jammu. Digitized by eGangotri 


67 


of such revolutionary steps. 

Our social and moral values have recently changed 
or the worse due to the increasing western influence on 
yur culture and the indifference of our Government 
owards the mediums that cause the such influence; such 
as foreign literature and fils which are obscene by normal 
Indian standards. Even our official definition of obscenity 
s based on the western and not on normal Indian 
standards. Apart from corrupting the minds on the people 
in the matter of sex, these mediums introduce all sorts of 
crime untill recently, unknown to the Indian society. 

A firm belief in religion is now badly in need of 
revival. In our country after independence, everything has 
been subordinated to politics. Social and moral values 
have been totally neglected, which has resulted in a moral 
breakdown. Politically activity is welcome but social and 
moral values are no less important. While high standards 
of morality of the people can greatly improve the standard 
of politics, so badly needed in the country, the politicians 
can help a lot in improving moral standards of the 
people by setting personal examples of high morality in 


politics. 
India is not even now devoid of Maharishis, Mahat- 


mas, Munis Auleas and Sai Babas who work miracles in 
producing things from no where. If any one of them or 
all of them could address themselves to the important task 
of reviving the old moral standards most of the nations 
problems could be solved without tears. 
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The joint family system is now a thing of the pa 
atleast among the educated families To try to defend it! 
is to fight a loosing battle. This wonderful system whic 
was the backbone of the Indian social order even whet 
it exists has been damaged beyond repairs, and there! 
absolutely no possibility of its revival. The system whid 
survived through the ages weathering all the storms at 
pressures has finally collapsed at the alter of the so Calley 
modernism, which has pushed everything except craze fol 
selfish material gains to the background. 

One cannot help commending a syscem which hi! 
served the society so well. Even if this does not help ! 
reviving it, itcan atleast serve as a fitting tribute to! 
dead system. There are very few things in the world which 
do not have their advantages and disadvantages but th! 
joint family system was one thing which had only advat 
tages and no disadvantages. Even those who have no 


been able to follow it for one reason or the other do n0 
deny this. 


All members of a society can never be equal financial! 
although efforts are being made to make them so. Whetht 


1 
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this is possible for a complete society or nation is not free 
trom doubt but this was made possible atleast within the 
familiés, by the joint family system where all members of 
a family, earning more or Jes3 or not at all, were at par 
with each other in the matter of eating, drinking, dressing 
and enjoying all comforts and facilities. All expenditure 
on marriages, education, medical treatment construction 
of houses etc was to be met from the joint family funds, 
regardless of what was contributed to this fund by indivi- 
dual members, provided that each member contributed 
towards that fund all that the possibly could. If a women 
was widowed in the family, the joint family served more 
that an [nsurance company. The entire responsibility of 
looking after her and her children was that of the joint 
family, provided that she on her part lived a pious life 
under the discipline of the joint family. 

When any member of the family became old or infirm, 
he had not to book a bed in the ‘Home For Old And 
Infirm” but he received all the necessary attention and 
care within the family, much better than in such homes, 
all of which are not rua by God fearing people with missi- 
onary zeal and without any selfish interest. 


If due t> the exigencies of service, a person in 

* Government service such as army was unable to take his 

{| wife and children with him, the joint family relieved him 

of all worries of the welfare of his family including the 

. education of his children. Same was the case if any of 
them fell ill and needed medical or other attention. 
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Question arises that if the system was so good, wh 
has it collapsed ? The answer is that good things can Onl 
be maintained with strict discipline, which in turn can b; 
maintained only through self control and sacrifice, invol 
ving curtailment of freedom and liberty to some extent 
Thi is what the new generation is not prepared for. Eve 


if some families wish to stick to the grand old joint family 


system within their families, they cannot do so until othe - 
families with whom they seek relationships through marth 
ages also follow the system, All families sp:ak very high 
of the joint family system but when it comes to practicing 
it, they are found badly wantiag. Overwhelm:d with the 
love of their children they begin with tolerating minor 
breaches of discipline by their children and end up with 
welcoming, “under compulsion” as they perfer to call it, 


stranger girls in their houses, introduced to them by their ; 
sons, as their wives or would be wives 


e- 


3 


In a joint family system the marriage is pot just an 
act of selecting aad bringing a son’s wife. It also involves 
the selection of a good daughter-in 


-law. The parents have 
as much right of selecting their daughter-in-law as their son 
has of selecting his wife, and the modern attitude of the boys 
that “it is I marrying and not my father” has no place in } 
the joint family system. Thers is no reason, however, why 
the parents should not cater for their son’s likes and 
dislike in the matter and even consult him. There is no 
reason also why the boy’s parents who have his welfare 
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so much at heart should not select for the boy a girl whom 
he cannot fail to love. 

How many parents are there, who, for the sake of 
joint family system, would court their son’s displeasure by 
refusing to admit his wife into the family if they do not 
consider her to be a good daughter-in-law ? The whole 
joint family system. whether good or bad, hinges on this 
one thing. And without the courage of conviction on the 
part of the parents and sacrifice on the part of their sons, 
the whole edifice of the joint family is sure to collapse if, 
it already has not, in face of the strong currents. of the so 
called modernism. Years of slavery have caused a deep, 
rooted inferiority complex among the Indian nation, and 
anything western looks to them, superior to anything 
Indian; including culture. Swami Vivekananda’s strength 
of character is needed to withstand the western pressure. 
on our culture. He boldly defended not only the religion | 
but every custom of India in western countries, not only 
without any inferiority complex but with complete confi- 
dence and pride. When during his American tour, one 
questioner asked him how he liked Indians urinating in, 
the streets he said, that Indians were so used to it that. 
they did not even notice that they did so, just as the 
Westners were in the ugly habit of blowing their nose in 
their handkerchiefs and keeping it in their pockets. 

Another thing that has struck a heavy blow to the 

system is the raising of the marriage age. This is not ne- 
cescarily a bad thing but it certainly has effected.the joint 
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family system very badly. Girls married at a younger ag 4 
could adopt themselves to the system more essily tha te 
those married at an older age as the former being ty le 
young had no views of their own and they depended o c 
their parents-in-law for almost everything including advi ; 
as compared to the older and educated girls who do all th, p 
planning of married life even before their marriage base s 
on foreign ideas taken from foreign or Indian magazint , 
and wish to carry it out independentally after marriage 1 
In the old days the girls parents while arranging matche | 
for their daughter ensured that her mother-in-law wa 
alive so that their daughter may have a good guidance 
Now it is just the opposite Nothing pleases the girl aní 
her parents more than to know that the girl’s mother-it- 
law is no more or that the girl has no chances of living, 
with her; she being likely to accompany her husband tows 
far off place where even her own parents had no chances 
of meeting her for along time. And to ensure that the boy 
does not change his mind in this respect, the girl’s parents 
hardly wait until the marriage. to bring him under thei 
own influence They invite him to their home frequently 
under One pretext or the other, after the first word 00 
engagement is uttered or even before. to meet their daugh- 
ter and even take her to cinema etc. until he is sufficiently à 
infatuated with them. The same parents however would 
not like any one to do this to their son. 

This overdoing annoys the boy’s parents believing in 
a joint family system and the seeds of disruption of the 
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int family system are sown even before the marriage 
ikes place. A complete break come soon after the daugh- 
.r-in-law, who is taught and trained by her parents to 
sad an independent life, arrives in the family with precon- 
eived ideas. This, however, does not mean that there are 
10 exceptions. Some girls even among the educated class 
re known to have set good examples of admirably follo- 
wing the joint family system but they are few SFO bet- 
ween. Even the families which boast of having maintained | 
the system inspite of the adverse trend are finding the 
pressure too great to withstand, with the result that what 
one sees in such families today is only a semblance of the 
system and not the system itself. Only very wise parents 
will be able to maintain even this semblance for long. 


Modernity does not necessarily demand extinction of 
the joint family system. There is bound to be a difference 
in thinking of the old and new generations: but there is 
no reason why the usual spirit of sacrifici for each others 
goods should not keep the joint family system Pa 
After all the so called modernity has not come over-nig 
There have always been old and new generationi and e 
new generation had always been brnenie some moderny 

ith it; even the present old generation had the privilege 
ride known as modern at one time, but inspite of that 
ie system did not lose its value. K is only now Sa 
lues, which saved the entire society from disiateg- 

gis ee A not only the joint family have changed that 
ERS of the grand old joint family system has fallen. 
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Even-now those of the modern generation whocare fo 
the. old valuesdo not find the joint family System so un, 
desirable. A modern:daughter-in-law,. M.A. in biochemix 
try had. this to Sayin reply,toa question whether educated 
daughters-in-law fight shy: of the regimen of a joint family, 

“No, she.said”one can have freedom of action Within 
a joint Family; It depends: on the personalities involved, 
My -mother-in-law as a- rere and lovely person. :-She'does 
not interfere with us and is:not bossy: :We (she and the 
other daughter-in-law). helpthe cookings in the mornings 
and. then are free to go out and do whatever we want to in 
the evenings. I am glad to leave the Planning to my. 
mother-in-law. who. “does: accept suggestions from. her 
daughters-in-law. A joint family is also Marvellous for the 
children apart from the liveliness Of a ful! house-hold there 
is an Opportunity for the childreh to learn about our cus- 


toms. The only reason I can see why we would go sepa- 
rate is because the house in too small. 


Many. other modern daughters-in-law are sure to sha- 
re the above views, though. they may act be as lucky-as 
the abové daughter-in-law to have the “freedo 


m to go out“ 
or do whatever we Want to in the ev 


enings” as very few 
elder-members of a joint family would allow this freedom: 
without reasonable restriction. 


Now one wishes that t 


family. syst m js revived; but it has fallen a Prey -to: the : 


his most commendable joint © 


seer | 


prevailing selfishness, materialism «and: irreligiousness:in'-“ 
the society) and has :absolutely.no chance of:reyiya} tronis: 


Baoi 
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cally even the death of this system has not been without 
an advantage. It has given us a lesson that those who can- 
not live as aa integrated family due to selffishness and lack 
of spirit of sacrifice cannot live as an integrated nation 
for long. 


ee e - 
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The Dowry System 


There is much ado in India over the prevailance 
what is called the dowry system. Press and platform | 
been freely used to codemn the system and few years bt 
an anti-dowry law was passed to curb it. The positi 


from the point of view of reforms however is exactly t 
same as ever, if not worse. 


‘ 
The trouble seems to be that even the worst critics” 
the system are not clear as to what they mean to bii} 
about. According to one dictionery word dowry met! 
“portion woman brings to her’ husband or money g00 
or estate a woman brings to her husband in marriagt 
Now what is so wrong about ıt ? Does the woman bi 
it by force or without the knowledge of her parents? 
Bitlis as good a child of the parents as a boy except th 
according to the custom at present she has to part wil 
her parents on marriage and settle in her husband’s hoti 
forever. The parents out of love give her all they ¢ 
afford to according to their means and nothing particu! 
is laid down as to what she must bring to the husbad! 


house. If she crase for equality between sexes is carried! 
its extreme, soon the giris 


ammu. ight «Go weanyith marril 
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parties to marry and take the boys to their hom:s. Among 
some tribes ia Nagaland the custom is said to be already 


existing. What happens to the dowry then ? Whether the 


boy will bring aay isa hypothatical question at present. 
But there should be ‘no objection to parents giving what- 
ever they like to their daughters in any shape of form. 
Some say that poor parents of the girls have to vie with 
rich parents to give their daughters marriage all the 
necessities of life, which they cannot afford to do This 
seems to be just an excuse for not giving theic daughters 
anything otherwise no two pareats in the same village, 
town or city have ever given their daughters, money, goods 
or estate of equal value in marriage. Everybody gives to 
his daughter whatever he can afford regardless of what 
some body else has given. One cannot believe that there 
can be parents who would not like to give their daughters 
in marriage what they can, so the question of ending this 
type of dowry does not'arise: GSES 

Some people complain that the boy’s parents often 
demand from the girl’s parents money goods etc. which is 
bryond their means. This gives rise to some interesting 
questions. Firstly, are there two different sets of parents 
in India or anywhere, one the boys parents and the other 
girls parents 2 Of course, not. The same parents at the 
time of the marriage of their sons are the son’s parents 
and at the marriage of their daughters are the girls parents. 


If on the marriage of their daughters they have to meet the 
demands. of the boys parents their demands have to be 
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i 
2 


equally met at the time of their sons marriage so if tha 


are loosers at the .time 


very rare cases where.the 


o be generally. realised c 
that anything given to.the daughter voluntarily in the form ] 


of ¿presents „like / Ornaments, clothing, ‘utensils, cash, and | 


other articles is not ‘dowry, of the objectional type, but ` 


anything demanded by the boy or, his. parents in any shape 
and form definitely is, 


1 
ing dowry. wher. it exists is ‘bad 


Parents of- girls to-net 


selves or. theiboys; Pare 


Wry: system 
their daughters: wil} also receive a 


‘husband's family; without having 
‘These demands do:noy oftenéad 
Of-the marriage, but aie 

i aes Doigh hexontinue 
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favourable Place. an.the 
to meet -any-.demands:, 


Ty 


n one form. or the other for whole.of the girl’s life.: The 
irls parents would, therefore, -do, well not to look for the 
\ffluence-only of the boy or his parents -but-also the boy's 
ood: character, nice behaviour, good -health,. capacity to - 
arn and good upbringing in a matching family, A less 
vell to do but good boy is in the long run better than a 
yery, well to do and spoiled one. 


A possible way for parents to marry ‘their daughters 
o` rich boys: without. worrying about the dowry is to leave» 
hem free, to apply their‘art of love making and try their’: 
uck with boys of their‘choice as girls in the west do.: This 
way is, however, ‘full ‘of pitfalls and‘leads to undesiable 
sonscquences ` which only: western society *can tolerate. 
Many parents in*India would not‘like’to’follow‘this‘course?: 
but their‘daughters might. ‘A marriage among hindus is‘a' 
facred “unbréakable “tie to be sustained through thick and: 
shin and: ‘no rivalry of- ahy kind exists:between men and’ - 
wOmen'even in other*:fields as in the west. Dr. Annie 
Besant, a westner and a close’ associate of Mahatma 
Gandhi;-had to say this with regard-to hindu marriages :— 

“Looking at this in the widest possible: way, we see in 
man and woman the- two: halvs of humanity. That very 
phrase points to. the true relation between them. The two: 

exes are not identical, they are not antagonistic; they are 
Fetes :The tendancy in the west’ -has been to - 
throw.: them: into» antagonism, 10 make them competitors, : 
the’ one'sagainst the other, in the battle of life, rivals of- » 
rivals’ for wages, rivals for fame and power; -- 


7 


employment; 
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“the rights of women” have been opposed to the “righ 

of man” and there has been fierce discussion, hot War qe 
pens and words, much anger and much bitterness, coa 
temptuous sneers from the one side, passionate Outerie® 
from the other. i 


And yet the sexes are not antagonistic and neither c4?! 
reach its highest without the co. operation of the othe” 
Truly complimentary are they, each supplying what the 
other lacks, each giving that in which the other is deficien 
and together making up the perfect whole. Ș 

Brahma, in creating, d-vides his own body in twain, 
and one half. is male, the other half female. Throughout! 
the great hierarchies of the ruling intelligence, male ani; 
female are seen; besides each Deva. is enthroned the Devi 
and they are fundamentally one whole, for is it not sai, 
in the Devi—Bhagwata that when the shakti turns toward 
the world she is maya, and when she turns towards E 
Lord she is seen to be Himself. Thus. has Hinduism every, 
seen man and woman fundamentally One bring in tW0g 
different forms and this idea forms the basis of the ideali 
Hindu marriage.” e 

With the passing of Hindu Code Bill, the concept 
dowry has undergone a change, 
daughter did not get any sbare in the-father’s property; 
the parents compensateu: her by giving her a good: dowry. 
consisting of all kinds of movable Property; in the forn. 
ornaments, utensils, clothes and Other articles of dail, 
use, now she is not only entitled by law to a full share in, 


while previously the 
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r father’s property but also in the property of her 
ther-in-law. Some parents naturally are reluctant now 
give their daughter as much dowry as they would have 
ven if the daughter was not to have a share in their 
-operty. In order to avoid unpleasantness and strained 
lations with their brothers, some daughters themselves 
nounce their right to parents property, and some parents 
emselves take advantages of the loopholes in the con- 
ned law and deprive their daughters of their property 
ider one pretext or the other and the net result remains 
esame as before. The old hindu custom was in fact 
tter than any system, because on the one hand it provi- 
sd the daughter with useful property for immediate use 
id onthe other hand, it saved her from all the bothe- 
tion and inconvenience of having to look after a room 
i a small piece of land at a place far off place from 
here she herself lived after marriage and also saved her 
om the unpleasantness and a sense of rivalry that gene- 
lly took place between the co-sharers of a joint property, 
nd when she visited the parents and brothers, she was 
ceived with open arms and love rather than hatred and 
alice. 

_ The Hindu Code bill apart from being highly non- 
Salar and discriminatory in nature, as it applies to only 
ne. community in the entire country has. only served to 
atisfy the foreign gallary and has not made much diffe- 
nce to the existing customs among the hindus except 
Treating resentment-and disgatisfaction. Even a great 
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personality like Dr. Rajindera Prashad who was the P 
dent of India at the time of the passing of the bill, ct 
not help expressing his resentment on the passing of; 
bill in a personal letter to Pandit Jawahar Lal.N 
which resulted in some exchange of letters between th 


Two of the letters as published in the Bhawan’s Jou 


dated March 10, 1968 are reproduced in appendix I. 
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Population 


On the basis of population, India is the second largest 
ùntry in the world with a population of over 56 crores 
6, 34, 94 ,000)*. It is increasing at the rate of 2 per cent 
Large population is not necessarily a liability, 


r year. 
n asset. _The 


sefuiiy employed it can be converted into a 
roblem of feeding and looking. after a large. population 
in be solved ‘through the population itself, _as with every 
jonth to feed there are two hands to work. In the case 
f India, with its hostile neighbours like China with a 
opulation of 80,07, 21, 000* and Pakistan a ‘large popula- 
on, with all its handicaps, ‘can as well be a great asset, 
‘it is usefully employed on increasing ‘production. Surely 
11 the available agricultural, industrial and mineral re- 


ources have not yet been siifficiently tapped. 


Mata Se Gandhi in his Harijan” dated 29 Tane 1935 


Ei pa 


as said : - 

r “Earn thy bread by the sweat ‘of thy brow’ says the 
sible. Sacrifices, may be of any kinds. . One of them may, 
vell be bread labour. Jf all. laboured for their bread and 


— 
“UN demographic Year Book eed oo March 18, 1974. 
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no more, then there would be enough food and enoy 
leisure for all. 


“Then there would be no cry of over-population,: 
disease, and no such misery as we see around. Such labo 
will be the highest form of sacrifice. Men will no dot! 
do many other things, either through their bodies í 
through their minds. But all this will be labour of lov 
for the common good. There will then be no rich andt 
poor, none high and none low, no touchable and i 
untouchable.” 

There was a time when with lesser population, Indi 
was not able to feed its population without importing hug 
quantities of food grains. But later inspite of increase 
population the country was able to bring about a gree! 
revolution, and was able even to export food grains inv 
small quantities. If the production has again fallen wht, 
ther due to drought or mismanagement and wrong policia 
it does not mean that the country does not have sufficien 
means to do better. The production can surely be incres 
sed manyfold through the increasing population by emplo: 
ying scientific methods and putting hard labour and the 
green revolution or agricultural break through as itt 
called is not difficult to achieve no matter how much tht 
population grows. What is needed is the will and ability. 
to doit. It is only a few States. with Punjab leading. 
that have done something substantial to increase produc 
tion, by sheer hard work Many other States aave yet t0 
go a long way to achieve that standard. If the existing 
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facilities of irrigation and supply of fertilezers and hybrid 
seeds are provided to other States, all waste land brought , 
under cultivation and hard labour is put in there is no 
reason why India should not be able to export large quan- 
tities of foodgrains to other countries inspite of the incre- 
ase in population at the present rate, which is considered 
alarming. The so called land reforms however are essen- 
tially a political stunt and have nothing to do witb produ- 
tion. Whatever land reforms have so far been carried 
have been halfhearted and inadequate even for political 
purposes, but even if all the much talked of land reforms 
are carried out in full no significant added production is 
likely to result. 


The case of industrial and mineral production 1s no 
different. With sensible use of the available technical 
know how, indigineous or foreign and the available vast 
resources of the country, which have not yet been fully 
tapped, there is no reason why the country should not be 
able to bring about an industrial revolution as well, before 
long. Japan is a tiny little country as compared to India, 
it has thicker population per square kilimetre than India, 
but not only does she produce everything she needs but 
y.also exports substantial quantities of industrial goods to 
' foreign countries. If per capita income is increasing in 

population the argument that rapid increase in population 
is coming in the way of country’s progress does not hold 
good, unless the increase in per capita income is being cal- 
culated without taking the huge foreign debts into account. 
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India has ‘however one great drawback. The absence 


of national zeal among the labour class, both in public 


and private undértakings, and among the mahagement in 
the public undertakings. The individual and collective 
output in factories and other works is much below the 


normal in other countries’ The Indian labour which keeps | 
on clamouring for highér wages is déscribed as the costliest | 


labour in thé world. The repeated incréase in their wages 
under pressure of frequent strikes, inspite of their low 
output, causés rise in prices which makes the export of 


industrial produéts difficult in the competitive market and 


adversely effects thé country’s foreign exchange. 

Iv the private works or the factories at Jeast the boss 
is interested in a reasonable Owtput, but in the Government 
undertakings néither the boss nòr the Jaboutj is interested, 


which results in under production and nett loss, As if this 
is not enough, the situation'is further worsened’ bý other 


irregularities.. Thé establishments are over-staffed and 


frequent promotion’ are’ made during’ short’ periods, most 
of these ‘on’ ground8‘other than efficiency.’ as'thesé aré oùt- 


side thé purview óf the Public Service’ Commissions. Some 


reasonable’ standards of individual and collective’ output 
in all’ spheres ‘of work and 'prodiittion must be laid dowo 
to form a basis‘for a‘labouter! to claim’ his daily Wages rat 
private’ as well astat Government works and factories: 

Without’some’stich accepted'standards there is no i 
bringing‘about and’industrial revolution. This: may how- 


ever gòo'ʻagainst’ the’ ruling‘ party’s scheme’ of Vo tec 
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Even if agricultural and industrial revolution or break- 
through can not be sufficiently brought about to meet the 
demands of the increasing population, it sounds: highly. 
selfish on the part of those who are living to preyent others 
from taking birth, so that they themselves, may live in 
greater comfort and plenty. Actually, it. should have been 
the other way round. The right thing, for them would 
have been either to work, hard and create abundance. or 
make room for others and let them try their luck. Among 
those whom they are preventing from. taking, birth may 
be swamis like Shankrachariya, Vivekananda, and others 
and Mahatmas like Gandhi and others who: could. help in, 
dard, of the people and creating. 
among them national zeal, and will, tọ, work. hard, so 
necessary, to achieve abundance, 4 and thus do away with, 
t others from taking birth. The 
rapidly increasing population , might them upto a stage 
even become an asset instead of a liability as it it consi- 


raising the moral stan 


dered to be. 
China has.a population of over, 70 crores (700. million). 


It, is a. big, country and can probably manage this popula-. 
; but Pakistan, wnich now consists. of the 


tion or even more, 
now claims to have doubled 


former West. Pakistan | only,, 


its, population during the last ten, years, (Pakistan. radio. 
t daily with concealed happiness), 


announces, this. almost 
Fich means an yearly increase of 10, per, cent. The highest... 


ever anywhere, in the world. They too sometimes express 
themselyes., in, favour, of reducing population but only in. 
rors t 
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theory. In practice they to believe 
tion as a solution to the Population 
controlling births. 


in increasing Produc. 
Problem rather than 


are Convinced 
anning as it is Called, is 
nd adopt immoral 
e Sacrifice for this 
Self control, avoid 


, inclu- 
encourage Brahama- 
even levy population 
taken have only opened the 
and have removed all restric- 
resulting in the need for abortions. 


Mahatma Gandhi in his “Harijan” dated 28 March 


1936 has said :- 


“Sex urge is a fine and noble thing. 


There is nothing 
to be ashamed of in it, 


But it is meant Only for the act of 


humanity.” 


Let us give a lead to the whole world instead of copy- 
ing them and show that we have superior methods of 
family planning, These may be difficult for sex starved 
people but not for the People of India. 

If, howevr, we must copy others and not lead then let 
us copy them in full. There is no Other Country in the 
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world which permits some of its nationals to have four 
wives and others only one. A common civil code for the 
entire nation is a must, so as not to allow one community 
to multiply its population. A spirit of competition between 
“the communities for increasing their proportion of Popu- 
lation for political benefits arising out of democracy, must 
be discouraged. It must also be ensured that the birth 
control measures are equally adopted by all. Greater 
check must also be exercised during census to ensure that 

no bogus increase in population is recorded. 
Already there is a talk of Indian Muslims having a 
larger birth rate as the following press report published in 
the Times of India dated 26 February 1973 would show :- 


Y “Will muslims be ever a majority in India? “No” 
gays Dr. S. N. Agarwala, Director of the International 
Institute for population studies, Bombay. Any way, not 
in the forseeable future and not before another 360 years, 
in any case”. 

“Muslims outnumbering Hindus even at that very 
distant date of 2,333 AD, is a remote chance indeed be- 
Cause by then the country’s population will have increased 
2,763 billion from the present 548 million—a 5,043 fold 
increase”, É 

“His projections are based on the growth of popula- 
tion during 1961—71 when the Muslim population incre- 
ased by 30.9 per cent—the highest rate of growth for Mus- 
lims in any decade. During the decade the Hindu popula- 
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“The Muslim population in India has always by 
growing at a faster rate than the Hindu population dur 
the 60 year period of 1881—1941, for instance, Muslin 
increased by 89 per cent, whereas Hindus grew by a litt 
Jess than 44 per cent.” eo 3 + 

Many however do. not agree with Dr. Agarwalas com 
placent views. They cannot reconcile themselves toth 
thought of India going under Muslim rule again even afte! 
360 years which is not a long time in the history of nationi 
Some feel that it may not after all take that long. Accor 
ding to them Muslims with less than 20% population att 
even now ruling the country through tbe Congress. Whal 
will be the position when this population grows to 30 pt! 
cent or more is not difficult to forsee. 
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Corruption 

Corruption in Government departments and all the 
other walks of life is the result of moral degradation in the 
society and inefficiency in administration. , Once it takes 
roots in a society, it is difficult but not impossible to eradi- 
cate it as both the giver and the receiver of, bribes.are beni- 
ficiaries. The giver of the bribe does not-mind paying a 
little, in return for the buge undue benifit he expects or 
gets from the deal. Sometimes bribe bas to be given even 
without any undue benifit to the giver, only to get the files 
moving. Corruption normally begins from the top. The 
boss may or may not be corrupt himself, but if he is in- 
efficient and only a signing machine corruption is bound 
to prevail ‘under his very’ nose without his knowing or 
being able to check it. If he himself is corrupted the ques- 
tion of any check does not arise. 

The other cause of ‘corruption is the eriy or lack 
on the part of the public, for the corrupt. 
mes , talk against corruption, but 


f dislike for it, his is often out 
position to practice corruption 


of ‘contempt 
Some people do someti 
that is not necessarily ‘out o 
of envy for not being ina 


themselves. Even those who are genuinely opposed to 
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corruption, do not like to dea 


I with an honest Official, wh, 
would not acce 


pt a bribe to go out Of his Way to oblig 
them. There Was a time when a Corrupt official Could no 
Pass through the Streels without having Peoples finger 
Pointed out at him, but now he is held in reference for 


being an able man who was able to make a lot of money 
in no time. 


a 
I. 
h 
l. 


t 
t corruption prevails where the 


Those who beleive tha R 
urprised to read the press report 


Salaries are low, will be s 
Teproduced below :- 
“The Central Bureau 
corruption has taken up inv 
tion against members of the 
and the Indian Police Servic 


al 
ni 


Xe 
ation of cases of corrup- 3 


Indian Administrative Service 
e in a big Way. 


of Investigation of cases of 
estig 


o be Corrupt and failed to set a 
800d example before the public, 


43IAS and I13TPS§ Officers—the 
i being from U. P. and sven from 1 
Bihar, 


The nature of allegations against these Officers related 
ab 


© abuse of Official position, obtaining undue 
ains to themselves and oth 


rms and parties, misappropriation of funds 
f lavish hospitality, irregularities in contrac 
ribes, cheating and misconduct. 


pecunary | 
i ers showing favour to certain i 


» acceptance 
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After a thorough probe, the C. B. I. has recommended 
ction against 13 1. A. S. and 4 I. P. S. officers and seven 
. P. S. officers are ‘still under investigation while charges 
ave been dropped in the case of seven I. A. S. and two 
. P S. officers.” 

Even higher ups in the tadder are not free from corrup- 
ion. Sincere efforts are either not made at all to eradicate 
Orruption either because persons in a position to do so 
re not themselves sufficiently honest or because they do 
ot possess necessary ability and guts todo so. If some 
cruplously honest person does undertake to perform the 
phill task, he does not fail to receive the ovation he deser- 
es from all sorts of people, but he gets very little support 
r co-operation from his superiors, subardinates or from ` 
i\e general public. Mr. G. L. Nanda the Union Home 
Minister in 1964 who promised to root out corruption 

ith in two years or resign was himself rooted out. His 
adachar Samiti which too met the same fate had however 
ddressed itself to the task and its various Committees 
ad made some useful recomendations. One of them 
anted the politicians to adhere to a certain code of con- 
uct and not to interfere in official matters. The other 
anted to bring the Ministers and Parliamentary sectreta- 

i With in the definition of “Public servents”? and apply 
em sections 161 and 165 of the Indian Penal Code and 
Incerned provisions of the Prevention of Corruption Act. 
cording to anotheriof their recommendation the Govern- 
ent was to encourage, moral and spritual teachings in 
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educational institutions. These recommendations did; 
however .receive from the Government the attantiont 
deserved and corruption continued ‘to flourish as ever. 


During the British rule, the disadvantages of a for 
rule were no doubt there, but if one gives even’ the devil! 
due, itis-difficult to deny that-the British had on the why 
given this country a sound, clean and effi 
administration. 

With the advent of Independence and sudden dept 
ture of the British, a temporary set back was not‘unex}: 
ted, but things went so topsy-turvy that all the admit 
trative ability at the command the successor Congr 
Government. failed: to. control them. Mahatma Gani 
had foreseen all this and had:advised the Congress tod 
band itself: on attaining independence but the attraction 
power. was.too great for them tovheed this advice; andth 
congress, hastened \to form the Government; inspite of 
fact that. for all intents:and purpose it was a minofl 


Government. Even at.the height of their’popularty at t 


time of Independence the ruling’ Party néver secure of md! 


than.: 44% votes, which“ Icft 56% of'the'rotal electoral 


whether in the. belonging:to:opposition parties. neaut! 


or indefferent, not:seeing eye: to eye with ‘the Governte! 
In the. parliament: however-the ruling the-party: manag 
to geta comfortable majority- which ‘obviously did 5 
reflectits; actyal-_position in-the: couniry.- 

The, ruling, party: was not unconcious of this state’ 
affairs. They spent.most of theintime and eriergy in ttY! 
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to improve, their. stability and perpetuate their rule and in 
their bid to, woo the people to their side- Théy ‘conciously’ 
or,unconciously became :a party’ tosome antinational acts. 
Employing almost all the old:British tactics including that 
of divide and rule. 

All sorts of methods for catching votes were invented. 
Influencial hoardes, blackmarketeers “and anti social ele- 
ments were welcomed in the party ‘and ‘political inter- 
ference in the administration was permitted. All this 
gave the expected impeteous -to corruption. Huge 
amounts were collected from industrialists ‘out ‘of their 
black money and at the time: of elections: voters were 
bribed with concessions, comodities and cash which brad 

mcormuation: ; 

As already said it is difficult to root out corruption, 


i but even difficult things can be donë if only there is the 


necessary will to doʻit. The Government has taken’a few 


half hearted measure, more for show than to erudicate the ` 
evil, ‘The much talked of appointments of Lokapals and 


Lokayuktas on the lines of the Swiss Ambudsmen has been © 


conveniently:. Not that these would’ bave’ ended corrup- 
ines but their aypointments, with necessary’ powers for 

the,job.would, have been a step int 

would. also, have indicated.some determination’ on the 

part.of the Government: to~ fight the'evil. If one is not’ 

corrupt , himself nor , does: he. tolerate corruption on thé“ 


part of others, why should he: or anybody in the Govern- 


ment from, highes st.to lowest level -be afraid of the powers ~ 
an eshmukh Library, BJP, Jammu. Digitized by eGangotri 
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of the Lokapals, or try to escape jurisdiction, On th 
other hand the head of a Government should give th 
lead by offering to extend the Lokapal’s jurisdiction ove; 
himself or herself first. If other countries have no sud 
arrangement there may not be so much corruption then” 
as in India, Even othewise there is no reason why w 
should not take steps which would enable us to cope with 


the evil, just because Many other countries have nol 
done so. 


Corruption is already a crime under the existing law. 
Lokapal cannot be expected to do better than the courts 
under this law. If he is to do better he must be equipped 
with special powers including severe summary punish- 
ments. If democracy or the constitution comes in the 


way of such powers Government knows how to deal with ; 


Such a situation. If they can amend even the fundemintel 


tights to bring about radical changes in other spheres, 
there is no reason why the same May not be done to bring 
an end to the evil of corruption. The step may not be 
as vote catching as the others’ but it is neither less 
radical more less socialistic than the ceilings on land 
holdings and urban property. 


No amount of authority and no Perfection of Jaw will 
help in bringing about the desired results. 
onthe man in thechair. A scrupulous Person with less 
authority can perhaps do better than an unscrupulous 
person with complete authority. Men of intergrity are 


Soret toa And ang: cany, OLOSE Dioki E Goxegatment.is | 
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lucky enough, to have some, they must be made good 
use of and given all the encouragement, they are likely 
to be unpopular with the majority of their coleagues and 
the public as well as their political losses. Great impor- 
tance should be attached to the intergrity of Government 
officers during their initial training. Persons with self 
respect, never go astray and their qualities must be 
inculcated in the minds of under training officers from the 
very beginning and encouraged throughout, their careers. 

If a Government for reasons discussed above or 
otherwise is unable to prevent check or reduce corrup- 
tion, it should not at-least openly encourage it by 
declaring from house-tops that there is no corruption in 
the country or that it is much less than the other coun- 
tries, or that it was a political stunt of the opposition to 
defame the Government. 

Where eradication of corruption is not possible for 
any reasons like unwillingness, inefficiency, lack of guts, 
political considerations and so on, a new method which 
may might increase corruption to a maximum might still 
be worth trying for its other benifits and that is making 
corruption legally permissible. All Government posts 
should carry no pay. These should be filled by auction 
by appointing the highest bidders provided that they 
possess necessary qualifications for the posts concerned, 
which should be anounced in advance. This will not only 
save the Government huge expenditure on salaries but 
will bring in collossol amounts of money tothe Govern- 
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ment. The poor need not have. any . apprehensions as th, 
Government can allow reasonable. concession -on the 
bids. Inany. case they will not have to pay moretha 
what they pay as bribes under the.existing system. 
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Adulteration 


If other nations are’ far ahead of India in space 
research, moon probe: etc India is far ahead of others in 
certain other spheres, of which undetectable adulteration 
of food articles is one. Almost all the items of food 
except fruits and vegetables are very successfully and 


undetectably adulterated. And before any of the advanced 


countries conquers Mars and Jupiter, the Indians are sure 


to succeed in finding with which to adulterate fruit and 
vegetables. In the meantime they are content with selling 
unripened fruit or ripening it by artificial means and 
producing fake and adulterated juices. They might soon 
come out with a special syringe capable of extracting 
fruits and refilling” them with water without 
trouble however is that they 


9 


juice from 
impairing’ their Jook. The 
may not be able to produc 
foreign collaboration and no 


collaborate with them in the matier. 
For the timerbeing they adulterate milkiwith water, 


p.starch, all ;storts of powders, chalk, blotting, paper. etc, 
salt with chalk qand stone; pulses .with kesri weed .which 
cduses paralysis, mustard with argimone weed, edible oils 
with white-oil,,which,can „cause blindness, turmeric with 
soap stone, powdered rice and: rice; bran; esssence and 
colouring, Curry powder with ‘horse litter, cigarettes with: 
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horse litter and chilly seeds, 
forest seeds, Urad ki 
with white zera duly 
meshed potatoes : 


moang ki dal with Special 
dal with crushed lobia, black zerą 
coloured, Butter and ghee with 


staff, cashewnut husk and what not. 
The people generally 
down. They seldom make 


cases of adulteration. 
either. 


tion but 


complaints against concrete 
The Government is not very active 
There are central and states laws against adultera- 
there are full of loopholes and are half— 
implemented only upto the point where palms ar 
There is a centra] Prevention of Food adulteration Act 
and the Union Health Ministry has a special PEA depart- 
ment and laying down of Standards for food gr 
responsibility of the Food Department, 
enforcement of the Act is done by the St 
and the civic bodies, 
keenness for it. 


heartedly 
e greased, 


ains is the 
but the actual 
ate Government 
very few of which have shown any 


Mysore State, however, seems to be more 
active than others in the matter, 


Complaints when made, have to Pass 
lengthy process including the laboratory tests, 
of discovery of means of adulteration 
the development of scientific tests. The samples taken for 
tests can always be changed at any stage of the operation 
of the Act. The act does not Cover Cases of artificial 
Products substituted for real foodstuff as these co, 
imitation and not adulteration. It often happ 
retailer has to face the consequ 


through 8 
The pace 
is much faster than 


ens that the 
ence of the adulteration 
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ne at the manufacturer's level. Many states have no or 
adequate testing facilities. For sonhisticated tests 
od articles have to be sent to the National laboratory 
alcutta. 


* Neither the lengthy process of checking adulteration, 
or the loop-holes in the act, however, are coming in the 
ay of checking the evil as much as the Government’s 
difference to it. The loop-holes in the Act must no 
ubt be plugged without delay but sincere, strict, honest 
ad constant implementation of the Act in its present 
rm, only with the nuisance it can create for the police— 
y adulterators, particularly at the manufacturers level, 
in surely act as a strong deterent against th's evil. Not 
y has the Government been found winting in this res- 
_st, but they have also in certain cases acted ina way 
dich helped the adulterators. Take the case of Ghee 
*urified butter) from times immomorial people in India 
ave been eating it in one form or the other and they are 
erv fond of it. Adulteration of Ghee was perhaps always 
| vague to some extent but it was done in such a way that 
could be purified again at a little loss, but with the 
Oduction of vegetable Ghee, (Dalda etc) which is freely 
d with pure Ghee the adulterated Ghee is impossible 
Obe purified again. The only way to prevent the adultera- 
On of Ghee with vegetable Ghee is to colour the latter at 
Durce. But this is likely to go against the interests of the 
fluential manufacturers of vegetable Ghee and they fight 


eh and nail to prevent the measure. They even obtain 
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medical opinion against, colouring of their products a 
colour is said tọ be harmful to the people’s. health. Tk 
Government obliges them by expressing concern.over th 
damage whlch colouring is likely to cause to the heal 
of the people, conveniently forgetting that all SWE, 
taken by young and old alik2 arealready very mut} 
coloured. Strangely the same Government does not shoi\ 
any concern for the harm the large scale adulteration ofa. 


articles of food and medicians is doing .to the health of th. 
people. 


Adulteration can surely be stopped toa great extenti 


the Government means todo it. The. adulterators at! 


playing with the lives of the people and must be merci 
lessly dealt with under :the existing .or if necessary speciai 
laws. The problem is no less important than the privillages 
of the I..C. S., the privy purses of the: Princes or the cel 
lings. on property. What is immediately needed: is! 
proper atmosphere and strict checking. 


Fear psycholog 
alone can sufficiently improve matters. 


It will.be interè 

ting to know that one can get puree [adiaa eatables fron 
Indian shops in England than jin India. The. falliti 
standards of morality to have-much:to do with the pra 
tice of adulteration-in the country. 

Mr. B. N. Gokale has. thrashed. this.problem in: s 
article published. in.the Bhawan’s Joungals; issue dai 
July 6, 1973. He says- 

“The :problem: of adulteration isthe biggest oft 
consumer problems in India. 
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‘If it has not yet’ been brought under control, it is 
largely due to the loop-holes in the. prevention: of Food 
Adulteration Act 1954 and the inefficient enforcement of 
the Act due to official apathy and administrative delays. 
inadequacy of Jaboratory facilities and pressure—politica: 
or otherwise.....-..- 

“Almost every year. the normal report of the workiag 
of the Prevention of Food Adulteration Act has repeated 
‘the refrain that there is the. urgent: need of gearing up the 
machinary of enforcement by the authorities concerned 
with a. view to effective and vigorous checking of ‘‘the 
menace of adulteration. to. protect community. health”. 
But neither. repitition of such pious wishes nor occasional 


calls for consumer resistance or morchas or demonstration 


is going so solve the problem. 
< “What is needed’ is a ‘frank vowal ‘that such ‘evils 
shave to be dealt with on a non-political and‘ non-partisan 
‘basis and an honest and prompt effort made to suitably 
amend the prevention of Food Adulteration Act with a 
oving certain anomalies and ambiguities there- 
in and plugging all loop-holes in the legislation”. 
“Vigilence has to be exercised to check all political 
pressures to delay Or prevent the launching of prosecu- 
Bons and special Magistrates appointed to deal exclusively 


with adulteration cases at the district level......... 

“Consumer Organisation can certainly help Govern- 
ch even today they are doing but 
Government to see that this menace 


view to rem 


“ment in this task whi 
prilmarily it is for the 


CC-0. Nanaji Deshmukh Library, BJP, Jammu. Digitized by eGangotri 


104 
affecting public health and nutritional value of food, 
cles is stamped out as a first step to fulfil its dutyy 


the constitution of India to raise the level of nutrition 
to improve public health”. 


No better suggestions can be given and once 
Government deeides to root out the evil, nothing cant» 
vent them from doing so. Until the Act is amended! 
other formalities completed if only political pressure 
be stopped, half the battle against adulteration woul 
won. Theculprits will not doubt escape punishmet 
paying bribes, but that too will serve as a punisht 


to some extent. There are instances’ where proved è 


of large scale adulteration at the manufacturers l 
have been abruptly shelved at the eleventh hour of suct: 
ful prosecution, probably due to political interfere 


from a high level. If this continues, adulteration can 1Y 
be reduced much less stopped. f 


w ee 
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Students Unrest ` 


Students unrest is just another deep rooted . and 
serious problem in the country. It exists in other countries 
also but to a negligible extent. Here it has assumed serious 
proportions. It is one of those problems which must not 
be skipped over, but which must be thoroughly gone 
into and dealt with carefully and with determination. 
That the problem exists all over the world should ‘be no 
consolation to us. Let us be the first country in the world 
to have tackled it successfully. Students do no become 
restive overnight. Bad upbringing by parents of their 

7 children from babyhood, faulty teaching by irresponsible 

È teachers at the educational institutions, lack of religious, 

A social and moral indoctrination at home and outside, 
attempts by politicians to use the students for their party 
ends, and lack of firmness on the part of the Government, 
to deal with the objectionable attitude of some students 
are responsible for the students’ unrest. 

The first lesson on treachery is given to their child- 

he immidiately after birth, .by their parents, particulary 

the modern ones. A baby feeder resembling the mother’s; 
breast is introduced to the baby which decieves it success- 
fully. Then the mother places a pillow by the side of the 
baby to give it the feeling of her presence. When the baby 
grows into a child and is able to understand better and 


i 
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the mother goes to the cinema she tells him that she wa 
going to a doctor to get an injection, and the child dog 
not insist on accompanying her, out of fear. When th 
child grows enough to understand this, the mother persu 
ades the child to stay'at home with a promise of bringing 
toys dnd toffées for him, and later on by giving money, ” 
when the’child begins: to understand the value of bribes. { 
The collapse of ‘the joint’ family system and the craze of 
the women for jobs and ‘greater freedom, in preference to 
looking.after the ‘homes have'added greatly to the already 
awfultneglect'of the:childrea. Apart from being an act of 
deception, ‘bottle feeding also results in the waste ofa 
valuable human milk industry, and adds to the existing’ 
shortage of milk in the country The concern recently 
expressed by the World Health Organisation (WHO) is \ 
worth taking notice of. A press report on the ‘subject . 
says i— 

The decline’ in the practice of breast feeding is 
causing much conéern. The ‘increasing lack of mother’s 
milk represents âne of ‘the major ‘nutritional problems in 
the world today, so says a WHO-reléase marking the 
occasion of the “World Healeh Days .oncc.?: 


“For countless "generations: breast milk has “been y 

j timetested as'the ideal fodd for infants-both nutritionally ; 

and as a means ofthe preventing’ infection—a ‘view suppor | i 

ted by’ the modern’ scientific knowledge’ of nutrition”. | 

“Despite this breast feeding started to décline in the | | 
Western world and-the ‘fashion has caught on with ‘the | 
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better off classes in the urban areas.of develo) : g count- 
ries and even spread among the less: well-to-do. 

“Jt is pointed out-that.if breast feeding continues: to 
decline steeply, means will have-to be found to increase 
production of protein-rich .breast-milk substitute probably. 
based on cow’s milk.’” 


“Jf all the women in the main land'Asia cease breast- 
feeding an extra herd of 144,000,000 ‘cattle’ will be needed 
to make the loss”. 

«WHO says that not only is the breast-milk unique 
and impossible to—imitate-despite: manufacturers claim— 
but the cost of cow’s milk preparattions also remain 
beyond the means of average family inthe developing 
countries’. } 

$ «WHO warns-the substitution of artificial foods 
for breast-milk is particularly hazardous jin developing 
countries where satisfactory substitutes. are not always 
available and narrow commercial interest and .Westerni- 


zation may have a deleterious jnfluence,on the indigenous 


people”. : : 

To revert to the subject when the child starts going 
tothe school all sorts ofrbribes are: given ‘to him-apdjhe 
habit- ot;purchasing things at:will, 


peia gets into the 
including sedatives at some, stage. 


atischool and outside, 
The teachers at: schaol except perhaps . in the public 
which very few- children’-have the good:luck of 
do: not take much: interest ‘incthe bringing up 

They do no even teach them their.subjects:at 


schools, 
attending, 
of childern. 
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school in the hope that they would get private tution 
They exercise very little control over the children outsid: 
the class rooms, and the Students learn all sorts d 
mischief ‘from each Other, some lucky and wise ons 
escape bad society but a great majority fall a victim 


= A & KF CA 


it and even become adicts to vice, sO much so that they Pt 


do not return home, after school time and if they do they 
slip again under one protext or the other and indulge it 
juvenile delinquency including eye teasing. When th 
examinations come they try to secure the first. division, 
so necessary for securing vacancies for higher education 
or employment, by copying even at the point of knife. 


The same applies to the college students: to 4 
greater degree as they have greater freedom and therefore 


more occasions and greater chance of making mischief, 


much of which they learn during the ragging on first 
entry. They form themselves into groups, associations 


and unions to give themselves greater strength, but wast 


this enormous strength in anti-social activities such as 


destroying public and private Property and burning of 
Universities, instead of using it to bettering their lot 
They even indulge in molestation of women and criminal 
assaults and resort to more often than absolutely. nece: | 


ssary. None of these activities, as Times of India bas’ 
said in one of irs editorials “can be ascribed to student 

‘dissatisfaction with academic conditions or be treated a5 | 
justificble forms of protest against unresponsiveness of thé | 


authorities to any genuine grievance or difficulty of the) 


p ; | 
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student community. ‘These are all” the editorial goes 
yn, “very clearly anti-social acts: with criminal overtones 
ind well beyond the bounds of social tolerance. The 
jepravity of character implicit in several incidents put 
‘he persons concerned squarely in the class of criminals 
p be a dealt with according to the law of land. 
Quiescence on the part of authority in the face of such 
pehaviour constitutes an abdication of social responsi- 
bility amounting almost to a connivance at criminal 
conduct. Those who call themselves as student leaders 
and demand the right of participation in the Governance 
of universities have not shown conspicious courage OF 
decency in disassociating themselves from such conduct or 
in assisting the authorities is bringing guilty to book. 
The danger is that consequences in such developements 
‘will ‘lead to a creeping moral paralysis and do infinite 


damage to the entire community. 
Itis high time that saner stu 
asserted themselves in the face oft 


e either psycopaths or criminals. 
raged or condoned because 


f the students or their 


dents and the authorities 
he grotesque antics of 


people who ar To some 


extent such activities are encou 
of ‘the : political affiliations 0 


 Victims......”. Bi opti 
ra Some students aspire for political life and make 
special efforts to shine as student leaders. The.politicians 


. are already on the ook out :for opportunities to use the 


students for.their own ends, 
dent’s unions in the Universities 


and there are as many stu- 
as the number of political 
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Parties in the country. The politicians do not even 
until the children grow big enough to understand polity 
They want to catch them young, some profess to be pr « 
lovers of children, others are uncles to them, andi 
birthdays of yet others coincide with the chindr 
days, so as to Perpetuate their mem 
the future generations. No political 
Without the children, who are generall 
repeated clapping during 


en’s anny 
z a 
ory in the minds 
meeting is ht 
y needed tole: 


the speches of the leaden 
whether or not there js a suitable occasion for doings! 


No political procession js taken out without small childr 
leading it and shouting all sorts of slogans. 

of political leaders and V. I. Ps is complete 
children lining the routes for hours and wavin 
cost of their studies at the schools. 


left unturned to Spoil the lives: of 
their education. 


No receptio. 
without th 
g-flags-at th 
In-short no stone's 
the childern and hampi 


Getting used to this state of affairs the student 


do not feel at home Without it. They find som 
excuse or the other to Create circumstances likely to)pro 
vide such occasions. They-kick up rows on trifles, inst! 
their teachers, and-even Passers—by, eompell students? 
other institutions to join them in a Strike. Mob menti} 
lity prevails and there is none to control. When ti 
things get out of hand, the Government butts in. Ti 
police and-even the army.in aid o 
action. The politicians set at 
law and order problem beco 


often 


f civil power comes int 
work’-again, anda simp! 
mes a political. . proble”. 


"H 
i 
t 
i 
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impossible of solution. The Government of the ruling 
party and leaders of other political parties are not bold 
enough to deal firmly with the culprits. They issue long 
statements partly condemning and partly supporting the 
incidents and the ‘tense atmosphere calms down for the 
time being. The'whole performance is repeated from time 
to time as -no body strikes at the root cause-of the trouble 
as explained above. 
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Unemployment 


Every Government particulary the one that clait 
to be socialist is responsible for providing employme" 
to all its citizens but it has also the right to decide whit 


Job should be given to whom according ‘to: the suitabili 


of the aspirants. All depends on. the resources and mea 


at the disposal of the Government and its all round effic 
ency. Sometimes even inspite of the best efforts of th 


Government it may not be possible for it to provide job. 


to everybody. In that case the wisest thing that í 


Government can do is not to uproot at least those peopl 
from their jobs. who’ were assured of them through the 
professional division of the society, such as goldsmithi,. 
ironsmiths, tinsmiths, tailors, masons, potters, artificers! 
wood and stone carvers, traders, weavers, tillers of lant 
etc. All these people who though uneducated had bee! 
much better off than most of the educated peopie it 
Government and other services. Unfortunately afte! 
Independence the Indian Government in their ove! 
zealousness to gain more and more Popularity carried th 
concept of “equality” a bit too far and persuaded of 
encouraged everybody directly or indirectly to rnsh fo! 
the educational institutions first and then ask the Gover 
ment for jobs. The problem of unemployment thul 
became more and acute. At the same time shortage ocol" 
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red of workers:in the above professions, which was sought 
to be. made good by: giving training in certain professions 
to others through the Government Basic Training Schools. 
The ‘educational: institutions which increased in number 
because of competition ‘among States, turned out more 
educated people than could be provided with jobs and the 
number “of educated [unemployed went on swelling. Even 
the half educated or just literate village boys who passed 
the 5th primary or middle standards in their newly opened 
village schools, considered it below their dignity to handle 
the plough or do any job except Government service, 
which made tbe problem still more acute. 


According to the report of the Special committee on 
Unemployment presented to the Government in 1973, 
there were 18.7 mullion unemployed in 1971 including 9.7 

^ million under employed. 16 million ‘of these unemployed 

were in the rural areas and 2.8 million in the Urban areas, 
of which again 1,6 million were male and one million 
female. 

Some of the recomendations made by the committee 
are, intersive population control, making education job 

g agriculture, development of the infra- 
stucture exports, tourism, construction, rural works 
I. programmes expansion of primary education, “adult 
literacy, and water supply etc. The COE CS also reco- 
mmended tax relief and other concessions to industries 


employing additional | 
Operate double and tripple 8 


Oriented, promotin 


labour and some incentives to 
hifts and ‘that over time 
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should not become a substitute for additional employment, 
They advocated a 42 hour, seven day week and so on. 


While the Government owes it to the unemployed 
people to do everything possible to provide them with joh 
a word of advice to the educated unemployed will not b 
out of place here. While the provision of jobs to ut 
educated unemployed is not so difficult, to provide 
employment or jobs to all the educated unemployed is not 
so easy. They must not therefore hanker after whith 
collar jobs only but must also recognise the dignity of 
labour. The field of skilled work is wide open for them 
and they must try and take full advantage of it. It will 
be generally agreed that their is a great scarcity of skilled 
workers in many professions. Take the case of tailors, 
electricians, electroplaters, motor mechanics, Radio and © 
Television mechanics, Commercial painters, typists and 80 ; 


on. They are so over worked that they have no time eve? f. 


to speak to their customers. There is a great scope for 


expansion in these sphere and the professions are quite | 
respectable. They don’t need much capital to start. If 
the educaied unemployed try their hand on these aftet 
necessary training nor only will they get the much needed 
employment, but ‘it will also meet the ever increasing 
demands of the customers. By running private educational j 
institution and providing better education than the. 
Government institution, which they should aim at, they | 


can serve themselves as well as the people. Running of 


i 
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decent Tea Stalls, Cafetarias, driving taxis are also profit- 
able and respectable professions. 

Those who can afford can start some small scale 
industries of theic own. Others can do so with Govern- 
ment assistance for which more and more facilities are 


being provided. 


A survey conducted by Dr. D. G. Beswick and 
Dr. G. Lakshman Rao of the Australian National 
University Canberra has also confirmed the view that the 
occupational aspirations of the Indian students are very 
high and unrealistic. The survey has revealed that 60 to 70 
per cent final year school and college students prefer 


employment as engineers, lawyers, doctors, lecturers and 


_ high level Government officials. The survey has found an 


W 


astonishing lack of interest in skilled and self-employment 


occupations. 

Employment of women in our country must be 
viewed in a different perspective than the Western coun- 
tries, taking into account the over all unemployment 


the traditions and needs of the country. The 


position, 
ur country are so few, that 


employment opportunities in 0 
all the male and female aspirants for employment can a 


no case find jobs. According to the figures quoted earlier 
in this chapter there are 2.8 million unemployeds in the 
Urban areas, out of which 1.6 million are male and the 
rest female. If the female aspirants for employment with- 
draw in favour of men and employ themselves more use- 
fully at home, looking after the home and childern the 
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employment problem of: both men and women will by 
satisfactorily solved. Employment of women may mea 


double or tripple employment in some families and abso 
lute unemployment in others. If women. have to t 

employed, preference should be. given to those familie fa 
which have no men employed. : 


might look odd in a modern set up but it is very much" 
consistant with the needs of our country. 


That the place of women is in the home is univer 
sally accepted. Many women of the world who have held 
very high positions have themselves. said so, but in India 
itis more so, as Mahatma Gandhi has also said in bis 
Harijan dated 24th Feb. 1940. Many other great men of 
the past and some scriptures could also be quoted but 


All these suggestion i 


$ 


some people have become allergic to quotations pertaining X 


to a period before the rebirth of the Indian nation, wil 


Mahatama Gandhi as the Father, quotations from big l 


sayings have therefore been freely mentioned in this book 
to produce better effect. After expressing that men and 
women are a compliment of each other and that 01° 
cannot live without the other he says :— 

“Nevertheless there. is 
point there is bifurcation. Whilst both are. fundamently-7 
one, it is also equally true that in the form there is a vital - 
difference between the two. Hence. the vocations of the tw? 
must also-be different. The duty of motherhood, which thé Í 
vast majority of women. will always undertake, requires | 


qualities which man need not possess. She is passive, b? | 
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no doubt that at sont 


Lele? 


„active. She is essentially. mistress of the house. He is the 
read winner. She is. the.keeper: and ‘distributer. .of . the 
read. She is the care-taker. in every sense of the term.” 
The place of women. is in the home -does not mean, 
s is often understood, that:she.only deserves to be a cook. 
She is the mistress of the house.and:is responsiblefor its 
sntire administration. What work she should-do personally 
and what through others depends on -her own particular 
circumstances, ;,but-cleaning, cooking, washing, knitting, 
sewing, Maintaining a kitchen garden and looking after 
childern all. fall within: -her domain. In her-spare time 
she can prepare ready made garments, ‘pickles, jams and 
sweets even for sale. If she is luckily well placed she can 
keep a: cow or buffalow anda small ‘poultry. She can 
grow and look after flowers: -All this is not-less.ithan 
the managership’ of <a small: industry; which =a. woman 
can rarely» expect to get outside. If shecan manage all 
this well, she can surely-be worth much -more«at home 
than-what-she is likely to earn from employment, 


Cooking itself is not just a way of producing some- 


thing to fill the stomach. . It is much more than that. A 


balanced tasty and neatediet bas to be produced. with 
maximum economyand minimun: of wastage:: Which 
none other than a-great:well: wisber of the family can do. 
A substantial part of a family: budgetvis spent on food 
and good food «is SO essential for“ health that vit can be 


Reglected only at the family’s peril. 
Traditionally too OUE women are. neither fond of 
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( 


nor used to employment outside. This tradition cana | 
must be broken only if there isa clear advantage in do: 
so. The disadvantages. of employment of women: 
greater than the advantages and therefore the questi 
of breaking the tradition in this case does not arise. b 
No country in the world has a better claim tot; | 
Durity of its women as Indian and this modesty a 
purity is worth maintaining at all costs. There Wa 
Press report in the papers the other day that accordi 
to a recent survey conducted in U.S. A. 40 per cent! 


girls below fourteen years have sexual experience a 
they use pills. 


1 


The percentage may be higher as sot 
girls may have chosen not to disclose their deeds dutit 


the survey. In other Western countries the position 


no better and they have no hesitation in accepting!t 
themselves. We in India do not like auything of the Sf, 
to happen here. Our religion and society advoca! 


Strict control over Sexuality and have placed adequal 


` . 
checks to prevent It, restriction on the movement ° 


woman, outside the house alone, is one of them. Me 
and women may, in the name of equality, or liberty C 
women, advocate free mixing of women with men even ‘ih 
odd hours to create much sought after opportunities for 
sexuality, but no one can deny that unrestricted mixit’ 


of opposite sexes is detrimental to purity and modes! 
of women as well as men. 


And now with the abortio® 


legalized and pills eosily available -greatér ristrictions of 
women liberty would be needed to save purity. -A choiti 
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will, therefore, have to be made in this country between 
purity and liberty. It is impossible to have both. On 
this choice will depend the prospect of employment of 
women in services and other walks of life. The choice 
should be that of a great majority of women and not of 
the educated few. 

As for as the needs of the country in respect of the 
employment of women is concerned, It can safely be 
said that there is no shortage of hands without women 
and it will solve all the problem of unemployment if 
women are usefull employed at home and men outside 
at least until the country is ina position to provide 
enough jobs for both. 
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Permissiveness 


Another : social. problem which is, assuming serio 
proportions in the :country is known.as eve teasing. 
Seems to have. resulted from a desire to bring permissi 
ness and is actually is a misnomer. 
naked before a boy, 
not the eve. The cas 


or tightly dressed b 


If a girl apper 
Who is supposed to be teased ? Suri 
e of girls appearing half naked, lighi 
efore boys is no different. If the b 
feels provoked and reacts to the provocation in sot 
manner, it can be called anything but eve teasing. Th 
female even if adequately covered is already a provocative 
object for the male and further provocation on the pil 
of the female tells highly 
control. 
loose ins 
unfair to 


upon the male’s power of st 
Although the male has no right to let himst! 
pite of the gravest provocation, it is highl 
leave the female to give all the avoidable prov? 
cation and expect the male to exercise all the restrain 
Nature has allotted to the female the duty of restrain 
the male. Look at the animals or birds, It is the ma} 
Who makes the gestures and the female that does 1“ 
Teciprocrate except at the right 


time. Similarly it shoul 
be the girls who should take the utmost care not to caus 
the slightest Provocation to the boys, by over dois! 
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their make up, by wearing mini or tight dressess, or by ma- 
king romantic poses or gestures and even otherwise discou- 
rage members of the opposite sex to exceed their limits. 
Whether people follow it or not, but every religion 
in the world has preached great self control in the matter 
of sex, and nature has placed greater responsibility for it 
on the female. Mahatma Gandhi in his Young India 
dated 21 July 1921 has said :— 


Woman must cease to consider herself the object of 
man’s Just. The remedy is more in her hands than man’s, 
She must refuse to adorn herself for men, including her 
husband, if she will be an equal partner with man. I can- 
not imagine Sita ever wasting a single moment on pleasing 
Rama by physical charms”. ` 


A A right thing does not become wrong if it is not 
accepted, or if accepted is not followed, by others. Those 
Countries where contro] in the matter of sex is being 
relaxed are facing the most shameful consequences, but 
they do not care two hoots about them. There was a 
British Officer in the Unit I commanded in the World War 
Il. He liked the men’s company in his spare time, he used 
to smoke improvised ‘‘hooka”’ with them and indulge in 
gossip. He was reading a latter received from home, when 
is. of the men asked him what was the news from home. 
He told them happily that his sister had given birth to a 
son. The men congratulated him and asked him, to whom 
She was married and to their utter surprise he told them that 
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she was not married and asked them why were they, 
surprised ? 


Why take this solitary example, the statistics ont 
subject, published by the western countries themsek 
from time to time depict a more horrible picture. Th: ; 
who criticised India for early marriages are now uni 
to prevent a large percentage of their unmarried gi 
under fourteen from having sex experience and using p! | 
.The Indian society will have to degrade itself to this lt 
before they allow their boys and girls the permissiveness! 
joyed by some other countries. Those who believe that pl. 
of women can be maintained side by side with liberty,’ 
nothing but decieve themselves. The boys and girls wot 
naturally love this liberty and would like to revolt ast 
the society which denys it to them but it is for the wis 
parents to exercise proper control on their childern, 
keeping them under strict discipline from the very chil 
hood and prevent them from indulging in sex when th! 
should be busy in more useful national activities. 


On the one hand the society is against prostituti 
on the other it favours permissiveness. The result is t 
although the evil of prostitution has been official 
stopped, indulgence in indiscriminate sexuality has ind 
ased manyfold. The well to do families are more involl, 
in it than the others. 


As an example a press repot!| 
reproduced below :— | 
jl 


i 
i 


“Some 40 women, mostly wives of top officials # 
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a few politicians are reported to be involved in the sex 
scandal associated with ihe Rajeshwari murder case”. 

A craze is now developing in the west and being 
endorsed as usual by the educated circles in the country 
as well, about the great need for sex education. This is 

+ another good excuse for having the pleasure of indulging 
in sex in a big way. Sex is a matter which is not depen- 
dent on education. Nature itself is the best teacher fs s2x. 
Even if you completely stop all talk of sex, sexual know- 
ledge will come. If sexual knowledge and its application 
had depended on sex education, poor animals, birds, and 
other creatures, who produce better results in sex than the 
most sexually educated human beings, would have been the 
worst sufferers. 

Sex is a subject so pleasing to the mind that ongs 

Pine restrictions on it are removed or relaxed everybody is 
‘bound to feel inclined to indulge in it. Some profess, 
practical experience before marriage, and some CHD 
even consider self control in sex as the cause os ill health. 
Anyone talking ‘about self control and restrictions on sex 


Matters is considered a retrograde. Almost all et 
Magazines, periodicals etc. are thriving on sex eet 
One glaring exception is the Bhawans Journal a frontni nady 

hof the Bhartiya Vidya Bhawan which is engaged in vide 
ring yeomanry service to the Indian society since it gas 
founded by the great SOn of the soil Min $ M. Monshi 
with the object of upholding the Bhartiya Nadya (Indian 
learning). Shri Munshi Ji had devoted his life to the 
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propagation of real Indian culture and made a very y 


able contribution to the cause. After his death hiss 


Smt. Lila Vati Munshi has taken up the job from wk 
he Jeft and is doing the job with equal zeal and efficies 
The authour has always found great ready support y 
views in the journal. A 


An extract from a speech by Mrs. Lila Vati Mun" 
published in this journal dated May 14 


191. 
E 
reproduced below :— 


“There is no story without a conflict as there is no! 
without conflict. But what kind of conflict is being expet 
ced now a days ? Going from one person to anothei, 
ordei to find body Satisfaction, does not find any haf 
hess. Jealousy, infidelity, uncertainty of holding the A 
person, breaking of Marriages and unhappy children 
some of the results. 


“To win baser instincts also requires a tough ft 


with oneself. In India we have put stress on winning bi 


instincts. In the west, the people give importance tod 
Wing full liberty to the demands of the body. Ever si 
Freud gave his exaggerated theory that the suppressior 
the sex was the cause of all evil, the process started. N 


even the west is realising that giving full liberty to sd 
does not bring happiness”. 


“Only the morning papers today saw the confes! 
of Meena Kumari—the actress—who died of Cirrbe 
She went on experiencing with her body to get real! 
which eluded her. Those experiments did not bring 
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happiness and ultimately she had to drown her unhappi- 
ness in drinks which took jts toll and death claimed her. 
A sensitive role and a good artist, but fame and wealth or 
changing heros, either on stage or in life ultimately, did 
not bring happiness. 


In olden days there was a custom that women 
should put their sarees on their heads. Most of us either 
young or old did it at that time. Now most of the women 
including myself and the audience present here are seen 
keeping their heads uncovered. Now it is a fashion to show 
half open bodies many of which are not worth looking at. 
In olden days in some States, widows did not put choli, 
but they covered their bodies with sarees. Adivasi women 
also do not put on cholies, but they do not do it to attract 
attention to that part of their body. But in the present 
day society it is done with a view to exhibiting the body 
and for what purpose ?” 

-The new women claim that they are independent. 


Then why do they go after changing fashions ? Many of 


them do it with the sole object of attracting attention of 


men. The attractive postures of women’s bodies in the 


given for the same purpose. She must 


advertisements are 
For that purpose she goes on 


be attractive at all times. 
decorating herself and then she complains that she is not 


taken as an equal”. 
a “Equality does not come by becoming something or 


imitating somebody which one is not but by recognising 
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One’s own vocation and fuctions and knowing ones limi 
tations, its advantages and disadvantages. 


“Dharma’’, “Artha” and “Kama” are mentioned in 
our scriptures.. Kama is necessary for the perpetuation 
of the race. “Kama” and “Prema” are two different sides 
of the same coin and the line of demorcation is very thin, 
In our Philosophy “Kama” is restricted by ‘‘Dharma’, i 
“Kama” not so restricted brings destruction and frustre 
tion. “Artha” is also necessary for the fulfilment of life, 
but under the impact of west today what one sees is4 

“courtesan mentality”, on the part of the women and 
“drone mentality” on the part of men, which are not con 
ducive to happiness. Unless both these instincts are kept 
under control by Dharma, destuction follows. 

“The present generation is becoming more and more 
pleasure minded: The parents take children—even very 
young children—with them to see cinemas and dramas f 
where the childern see the parents enjoy the sex scenes, 
and they also feel that there is nothing wrong in doing 
so. They learn things from childhood when they art 
immature and want todo away with restrictions. After) 
all they are imitating their parents, GChildern are like 
unripe fruits. They shonld not be made conscious "\. 
body instincts premarturely as it is done now a days bY) 
making them wise-over wise-about bodily functions it 
the name of teaching them the facts of life”. 

“Yesterday dating was mentioned, one lady said) 
that dating was necessary, otherwise how to find bus-| 


a 
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bands for girls. In practice what the same lady was 
doing was to insist that her daughter and her wonld-be- 
son-in-law meet in her Own drawing room and talk to 
each other as much as they like. But this is not the 
meaning given to “dating” in the west. Young girls 
without knowing what they are experimenting go out to 
places in company of boys and many of them do not 
return unscathed.” XXX. 

Mahatma Gandhi has also expressed similar views 
in young India of 2 June, 1927, he says: 

“We have to decide whether we shall indiscrimi- 


nately copy this civilization. We may well pause in the 


face of the awful revealation that comes to us‘from the 
West from time to time, and ask ourselves; whether after 
all itis not better to hold by our own civilization’ and 
seek inthe light of the compatative knowledge that is 


available to us to reform it by removing its own excre- 


scences’’. 
By trying to be att 


the boys all girls do no 
in sex. A great many of them are the victims of over 


confidence in their self control but when the time comes 
things become out of control, and they repent over the 
happening. To be effective, self control has to be exercised 


at the first thought likely to lead to sex. Which means no 
no light tor tight dress no talk of sex and no un- 


factive and mixing freely with 
t necessarily mean to indulge 


fashion, 
necessary mixing with t 
There is a story tha 


he opposite sex. 
ta boy and a girl who had gone 
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out of a town lost their way. They had to spend a nightin, 
village. The villager in whose house they stayed gave then 


a room and the oaly cot avaiable. The girl voluntered 


to sleep on the floor leaving the cot to the boy but the bo 
wanted to leave the cot for the girl. Finally the girl. 
proposal that they should both Sleep on the cot placings). 
pillow in between was accepted. In the morning when they 


were both returning to the town the girl’s hat blewacros 
a fence. 


The boy offered to jump over the fence and bring 
the hat, 


but the girl quipped, how could you jump ovet 
the fence when you could not jump over the pillow ? 
Even if the girls have absolutely no intention of 
indulging in sex and have sufficient self control over theit 
urge, the risks to which the women and girls expose them- 
selves by moving about independently, first in search of 
Jobs and then to do these jobs, is very great. An example 
. of what might happen to any of them anytime, anywhere, { 
is the case of 21 year old Miss Vijay correspondent? | 
course student of Delhi University, stated by her before 
the Additional Session Judge on sep 3, 1973 as reported ini 
the press. 
“On January 28, she said, she had gone to. Delhi 
University to attend classes for non-collegiate womel\) 
students: After the classes she along with some othe 
girl students lunched on the lawn in front of the library 
building. Soon her friends left and she went to Maurice 
Nagar bus stop around 2 P.M. While she was waiting fol” 
the bus, Mangat Singh, Gurcharanjit and Satish Chand, 


È . 
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whom she pointed in the court, came there. They had 


followed her from the Arts faculty building. 
Mangat Singh invited her to have tea with them. 
The three persuaded her to have tea with them. They 
went to the students cafe in the university. The three 
r accused asked her about her family. She told them that 
she belonged to a poor family. The three told her that 
they wonld get her a job and introduced her to Prithipal 
Singh, who they said, was the Secretary of the Students 
Union, At the Union office the three ` took her to the 
first floor where Prithipal Singh was sitting i ipa room. 
After introducing her to him, the three left the room. 
(At this stage ‘she burst into tears). She said Prithipal 
Singh talked to her for sometime about getting her a 
jiob ‘and gave her a form. . He showed her an answer- 
(book ` “and said he could get it filled outside the exami- 
nation “hall and help anyone ‘pass the examination. Then 
Prithipal Singh bolted the door from inside and started 
taking liberties with her. She wanted to “go away but 
Prithipal Singh showed her a Kirpan and said she would 
be murdered, if she raised an alarm, He gagged her mouth 
and raped her. After Prithipal Singh left the room, Mangat 
Singh came in and he criminally assaulted her. Shë wept 
hi the court, as she narrated the citcumŝtanťes in which 
she was raped. When Mangat Singh’ opened ‘the room, 
the three other accused camein. On seeing them she tried 
i mg out of the window but Mangat Singh pulled her 
After that all the accused went away. 


back by the leg. 
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Sha Acting president of the DUSU approached be 
and offered her Rs. 10/- to go home in an autorickshay, 
she was advised by him not to report to the Police asit 
would not do any good. 


If girls are so easily available at every corner, uf 
occurences are bound to become a normal affair. It is fot 
the women of India to choose between liberty and purity, 
They can never have both. 


In olden days women used to sacrifice their live 
when there was a risk to their purity and honour. 4 
number of Johars have been perfomed by brave Indian 
women when they found that there was some danger | 
their honour. Could not the modern women sacrifice their! 
permissiveness and jobs which are eyen otherwise dis- 
advantageous for the Indian society under the existing- / 
conditions ? Firstly employment of women has rendered f 
lakhs of men unemployed and Secondly it has promoted 


neglect of childern which is producing indisciplined ney) 
generations. 


People. generally are confused whether to arrest 
the modern trend or not, while the educated lot is all out 
for copying the west regardless of its. disadvantages. A 
great majority of Indians not so educated are in favour 
of holding on'to old values. The political leaders conside, ý 
it best not to commit. Thay confine themselves! to ambi- | 
guous speeches such as :— 4 

“Times are changing very fast and in this age of 
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science and technology we cannot hold on blindly to our 
past. nor can we completely forget it. We must, therefore, 
take what is good, and reject what is bad from our past 
and present modes of life.” No leader has ever spelt out 
what actually was good in the past which must be retai- 
ned and what bad in the present which must be rejected. 
But you can never except that from these politicians, who 
are very repugnant to committing one way or the other. 
There is a saying, “If a woman says no, she means may 
be, if she says may be, she means yes, if she says yes she 
is no woman. If a politician says yes he means may be, 
if he says may be, he means no, if he says no he is no 
politician. 
There is a great talk of: love marriages in India 
these days. The educated boys and girls who have easy 
‘access to foreign literature and films also reproduced in 
India, are the first. victims of the’desease. If one is left 
free to choose his life partner by love, he or she must have 


the unrestricted freedom to.mix with the opposite sex or 


at least try to do so. And this.is the pretext under which 


€ve teasing or Adam teasing as one may like to-call it, 


begins. 
s% ‘The desire for a ‘love marriage iS‘an expression of 
Uncontrolled sex appeal and not necessarily a desixe for 
the best form of marriage. 

Love is the result of opportunity and is known to 


take place only within ‚permissible or possible limits. 
The theory that love Knows oo bounds is a hoax. The 
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British stayed in India for over two hundred yeats ani 
their girls were on the whole attractive and lovely, 
did not any Indian boy fall in love with “an Enelish gil 
in India, during this period, nor were there any cass 
of teasing of English’ girls by Indian boys. Why do ai ie 
brothers and sisters or fathers and daughter fall in love A 
and why do cousins fall in love only where permissibli | 
and not where itis not? Why do the boys and girls fil 
in love only in towns and not an villages? Or why ded 
not a Brabmin’s son fall in love with a sweepers daughttt. 
And why do not married peuple fall again ‘in love witt 
Some one else. Rare exceptions in cases where ‘they ge 
an opportunity are always there but as a general rule 
love does not take place between these people ; and my 
does, it is nipped in the bad and not allowed to flourish. 


Then love to take place, between the opposite sext! 
does not need an effort 


Why 


» it needs just in opportunity.” 

If the opportunity is denied no love can take place. y 
on the other hand unrestricted opportunities, are prov! 
ded love cannot fail to take place regardless of the 100! 
of the parties. Give two Persons of opposite sexes UM 
known to each other an Opportunity of meeting separetel! 
at a seeluded or private place and see the resuit. The 
are bound to fallin love Jegardless of whether they 4%. 
married or not. Similarly if you marry a girl and abo) 
unknown to each other and then allow them a separa! 
meétihg, they are bobnd to love each other, especial!) 
when they know that they have been bound in the bos 
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oflove. This is what arranged martiages amouht to in 
India. Whether you love'the ‘girl you marry “or marry 
the girl’ you ‘love, love between" the ‘two is’ bound''to‘be 
there. Then arrangéd marriages have on the whole proved 
much’ more lasting'than the marriages performed as a 
result’ of love and prolonged periods of courtship in other 
countries. This can bejudjed from the number of divorces 
obtained by the couples.* In love’ marriages the couples 
become blind with sex urge and are not mentally’free to 
take the correct decision as ‘is done by parents after consi- 
dering’ all the pros and cons’ in’ the case” of arranged 
marriages. How ‘can ‘the’ ‘boys, ‘who cannot ‘do without 
the’ advice and assistance of their parents in'the matter 
of selecting careers’ and’ subjects for'theniselves and then 


ithe case of marriage as to disregard their ‘parents! advice 


which is bound to be’ based on wordly experiénce and 
inspired by good intention.» The’ case of those; howéver, 
who unfortunately have disinterested “parents; ‘and’ who 
cannot be many, is-entirely “different. One ‘thing that 
badly goes against the love marriages and highly in favour 
of arranged marriages is the question of pedigree.’ Would 


_ any one like his pet bitch, cow or a mare roam about, and 
“te 


be covered by any dog, bull or horse, found in the’streets, 
Or would he like to have her covered by some good animal 
atar ascertaining its pedigree ? Surely the later: If this 
Id Tribüne therc were 
*Accordin to International Hear 
837,000 divarees! in U.S.A. during the year 1973. 
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is 80 in the case of your pet animals why not be sure 
the pedigree in case of the person to whom you man 
your.daughter. This can only be done through arrangi 
Marriages and never through love marriages. 

While people in India have started seeing mut 
good in love marriages. people in the west have vend 
realizing the advantages of arranged marriages. A4 
article appeared in- some Indian papers some time ag 
by an American Scholar, in which he had recognised th 
advantages of arranged marriages and had recommet 
ded them to his countrymen. A time might come wht! 
the western People adopt the system of arrenged marriage 
and the Indian of Love Marriages. It will, however, bet 
bad day for the Indians and they should do some this! 
now to arrest the trend. . : 

If all this fuss about the love marriages is stopped: 
Other chances of meetings between boys and girls outside 
their homes reduced to the necessary minimum, provost 
tive dresses prohibited, sexy films and obscene literatult 
banned and the ban firmly imposed, the -so called €% 
teasing, and all that results from it is bound to end. Som 
may call this backwardness but in terms of higher valt“ 

of life this is a matter of advancement. 

A letter to the. editor Hindustan T 
vant to the rubject is reproduced below ;— $ 

“Sit—in your editorial “Attitudes to women” (Tht 
Hindustan Times May 21) among the reasons given fo! 
fewd behaviour of Indian males both towards foreign ant) 


imes, being relé 
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Indian women one of the important cause has perhaps 
escaped your attention. Is the way women dress up alone 
not enough to excite the male? Day by day their dress 
is becoming more and more provocative-tending to exhibit 
_ what should not be—Sarees being tied below midriff and 
other clothes getting overtight. It attracts the male, leads 
him to lewd thinking and then lewd behaviour. Certainly 
this is no exception with Indian man and they alone can- 
not be blamed. Yours etc”. 
The editorial of Hindustan Times dated 21 May, 
1972 referred to in the above letter is reproduced below 
for ready reference i 
“Letters have appeared in our correspon 
columns by foriegn wives of Indians citing rude and lewd 
(behaviour towards them by Indian males. It would be 
-wtong to generalize on the behaviour of the Indian male 
‘towards women as such and to white women in particular 


on the basis of a few personal instances, however dis- 
Teasing women and generally 
n the presence of 


dence 


tressing such experiences. 
conducting themselves improperly i 
women are by and large urban phenomena and restricted 
to'a certain age group. The breakdown of good manners 
and traditional courtesies towards the opposite sex are 
Inevitable when new social groups replace older ones- 
Additionally the young in the cities are exposed to a kind 
of filmand book that arouse their grosser instincts. Many 
a half educated youth ‘have the weirdest notions of how 
‘Western women behave. ` They have vaguely heard of the 
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Permissive, society, and assume that all women from thet 
are,fair game, The female hippie, under-nourished and i 
clad, has a patticulary . bad time of it. Even Indian Wor 
king. girls and, _ university., students have had occasion i 
complain about the behaviour of males i in, buses and tral, 
of, being pulled, pushed. and jostled by grinning , touts, w 
then. there are, touts, everywhere, l 
“What. iş dismaying, is, the lack of parental cont 
over the young. In the rural.areas when a man mit 
behaves with women a complaint is made, to the head o 
the family who takes, suitable. actions. Or the village elden 
get together and mete fitting punisment, In the cities 
both boys, and_girls, enjoy an increasing degree of freedom 
from parental,authority. Many changes are, fast, taking 
place, And without guidance young people can, loose, theity 
moorings. They, are. both. repelled and, fascinated, by 
Western mores. Qn the, one, hand.they admire the freedom 
and initiative shown, by. western youth. On the other i 
they are afraid ofits effects, on traditional Indian society: 
This is, particularly true of. people. making the. dieti 
transition from a feudal to, an industrialised community- 
“The, average Indian. youth is to- -day, in a some 
painful, position. In, the, tropics, sexual maturity comes | 
fairly,early. Economic and, other. compulsions are already 
ensuring late. marriages. Most, of, these „being arranged 
they, regnire, the sanction, of. priests “and astrolegers. all.¢ of 
which inyolve considerable, Protocol, Under, AE 


conditions a, young, man has limited gppostunity, fof 
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moving in the company of women. The result is that when 
he does get the chance to talk to a girl, he is either bump- 
tious and strindent, or more often, tongue tied. Much of 
the bad behaviour in public is due to ill considered 
attempts to attract the attention of the opposite sex. It is 
pathetic and sad, but often also vexing and occasionally 
 vicions. 

“The commercial film is a loveful influence. When a 
young man sees the favourite star indulging in rough horse- 
play with the girl he eventually falls in love with. It sets 
an example. Lately, book-sellers have found that prono- 
graphy disguised as literature has a ready market among 
a certain class. There is no solution except the good 
influence of the home and school”. 

The authors views on the subject as explained in 
Ahis chapter do not differ with the above editorial except 
‘that the author places the responsibility for the existing 

‘situation more on the girls than the boys. This point as 
| ‘tightly pointed out in the above letter to the Editor, seems 
to have completely escaped the editors attention. 

The highly. provocative dress worn by some girls is 
chiefly responsible , for eve teasing. Sufficiently and 


Pe odestly dressed girls rarely become the target of eve 
Inspite of knowing this fully well the girls take 
not only in their private time but even in 


teasing. 


to mini dresses, 
the educational institutions. Only the other day the girl 


Students of. the Somaiya College won the battle p mini 


Skirts by going ©n 4 strike for soyoral days ja violation of 
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the undertaking they had given to the management; 
writing, before their admission. The undertaking the 
had given was as follows :— 

“I affirm that I will not smoke in the‘ colle 
premises and compound and that I will not put ona 
improper dress such as tight pants, short shirts aid 
sleeveless apparel. 

“I am further aware that ‘the minimum perimeter 
the turn up of the throusers will be sixteen inches and the 
the skirt or frock must cover the knees”. 

The college authorities’ complained that’ the git 
frocks had been shortened so much that the underg? 


ments were visible in many cases. The students maint! 
ned that what to wear or not was their personal matte, 
strike continued for several days, ‘during which even the 
Vice-Chancellar of the Bombay University’ wh 
“gheroaed?. Finally the girl’s skirts and frocks we 
allowed to be shortened by 2 inches. 

The protagonists of liberty might’ say that 0 
should be at liberty to wear what he or- she likes, witho 
caring if anybody’ was provoked, but then one should 
at literty to relieve himself of provocation” without cafi 
if anybody was teased. People, particularly the youn: 
generation wear dresses which expose more than th 
“cover. The law does: not permit people to move ab 
hi ed and most women in towns wear drésses which 5 
inim SOON 5 Hakedness as the law permits. If law! 


as close t 
Jo noitsloiv a 8 
9 nonai te OS Whiat they would have worn is anybod! 
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guess. One wonders what has happened to the traditional 
modesty of our women, in dress, and morality. 


The menace of mini, tight and light dresses alarmed 
even the women of India themselves. A year or so ago, the 
All India: Women’s. Conference adopted a resolution com- 
plaining, among other things against this menace, and 
requesting the Prime Minister to whom they sent a copy, 
to do something about it. Jf instead had they each under- 
taken to check her own daughters, the menace would 
probably have ended. 

Apart from providing the male with avoidable pro- 
vocation. through. dress: the overall attitude of women 
towards eve-teasing is not one of open disapproval. ; How 
many grown up girls in the towns, including college girls 
_and working women can swear that they have never been 
~ maliciously touched, pinched, _pressed, pushed, joked or 
otherwise molested by anyone? and how many of them 

have immediately or in due course, protested, complained; 
reported to police, parents, teachers, officers or other 
Persons concerned? If the answer is nil or near nil, the 
male could wish for nothing better, as this attitude implies 
that such advances of the male are either liked or are 
easily tolerated by the females, may be for reasons of self 
Jespect, The result is more of teasing or perhaps pleasing 


as it can equally be called. 


ian 


Not reporting to the police may however, not lead 


to this conclusion, as the police is known to harass the 
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complainant and the accused alike, but if complaints ant 
protests are not made at all to avoid fuss and sati 
“honour”, eve teasing activities are bound to increas 
unhindered. Any hinderence to such activities, to by 
effective, has to be supported by the public as the culprit: 
are experts at stabing and escaping. Not very long ago 
say before independence eve teasing was not much know 
in this country. Rare cases sometimes occurred in dark 

lanes or secluded Places as the culprits were afraid of the | 
people. Now the people are afraid of the culprits. The) 
shut their eyes and ears to what goes on if front of them! 


and go about -their busitiess unmindful of the occnrrentt 
of crime. 


Sto emp 


Communalism 


Communalism is a much maligned and most mis” 
understood term in India, just as are the other terms 
telated to it like, secularism and nationalism. Individual¢ 
and political parties take pride in calling themselves non+ 
comuial, nationalits and secular and branding others as 
being the opposite. Political parties have often demanded 
a ban on ‘Communal parties”, meaning parties other than 
theif own. When it comes down to describing what con* 


3. : 
, Stitues communalism ahd which are thefcommunel parties, 


the myth is exploded and the question of banning commu* 
hal parties is cofivenien tly dropped. 
Cominunalistn is a curse and must end. 
of communal patties is just one necessary step in that 
direction. But the fact that this step has not been taken 
even after twenty six years of independance by those who 
| Proclaimed that communalism in India was a product of 
the British tule tesulting from their policy of devide and 
tule, shows that no body is reilly interested in ending this 
evil. On the other hand all political parties do not hesitate 
to encourage communalism to gain political advantage 


for themselves, 


Banning 
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A party consisting of one particalar community 
Only, is not necessarily communal just as a darty consis 
ting of members from different communities is not necess 
arily non-communal. What can determine the natnre of 
these parties is their out-look. Character and performance 
and not lable or composition. The, basic need, therefore, 
js to understand what these terms actually mean, and then 
act accordingly. 


Secularism it is often said does not mean irreligious: 
ness, but the difference is very slight... While.an irreligious 
person may be hostile towards religions,. a secularist may | 
not be hostile, as he has nothing to do with any religion | 
No person, who loves his „religion; and has complete faith i 
in it is, or can be a.secularist. Nor is he individually. requil 
red to be. so even as a..member..of a secular Government. 4 
A good religious person is bound to bẹ as useful a member ; 
of. the society, or Government as a. secularist, if not more f 
It is for the Government, however, to observe secularism 
in its performance, even if its members individually hav? 
full faith in their religions. A secular Government has 20 
right or business to interfere in religious affair of a perso™ 
community or a nation.. Again, to be non-secular is. not} 
the. same thing, as to be communal. There is a marked 
difterence: between the. two, which is not generally ynder- 


5) 
stood. . While a communalist is always non-secular a noni 
secular is not necessarily communal. 


There is no reaso® 
therefore, why a firm believerin his religion should not a“ 
in a secular manner as a member of a secular Government 
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Mahatma: Gandhi however was a step further. He 
did not- believe in seperating religions from politics. In 
his young India dated 18 June'1925 he said :— 

“For me politics’ bereft of religion is absolute dirt 


erto be shunned. Politics concerns nations and that 
one of the 


ev 
which concerns the welfare of nations. must be: 
concerns of a’ man’ who is religiously inclined, in other 
words a seeker after God and Truth”. 

Nationalism; another term’ frequently used in. the 
context of secularism:‘and communalism, means’ devotion 
to or advocacy of national interests-or national unity: or 
independence. No body, not bélieving:in national interests, 
national’ unity and Independence, is a. nationalist, no 
matter to what community oF religious belief: he belongs. 
A-communalist: cannot! therefore: be: a nationalist but a 
nontsecilarist. can. Similarly people who have’ extra- 
territorial loyalties are:naturally not: nationalists.. Loyalty 
to the country’ and nation is. a must for nationalism. All 
People living im a country for centuries constitute a 
nation, regardless of how often they change’ their religion. 
Huns, Greeks, who’ came to this country as invaders and 
Settled hére:are no’ less Indian‘nationals. They fave uni- 
dentifiably merged themsélvés with: the nation. Similarly 
the Muslims, 97 per cent of whose population in the 
Indian subcontinent is of Indian origin are very much 
Indian nationals. The remaining 3 per'cent who came as 
i ks. settled here and 
become ‘Indian nationals. Inspite of: this, those who 
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thought that they belonged to a different nationality, were 
rightly or wrongly given a different homeland in the shape 
of Pakistan. Those of them who chose to continue to 


stay in India are as good a part of the Indian nation as 
others. 


It is a pity that some of these Indian Muslims while 
claiming full rights and privillages of the Indian nationals 
do not from their heart of hearts consider themselves asa 
part of the nation. Indian nation is a very ancient nation, 
with a glorious past but the Indian National congress and 
its Government conveniently - denouuced the previous 
existence of this ancient nation and declared tnemselves as 
a new nation with Mahatma Gandhi as its father, so that 
this section of Indian muslims may not feel allergic to the 


‘concept of Indian nationalism. Even this, however, does 


not appear to have made a difference to them. To them, 
Pakistan’s victory over their own country in an odd 
hockey match is still a great occasion for distributing 
Sweets and illuminating their houses. They are also known 
to have given shelter to Pakistani Prisoners of War who 
Managed to escape from their camps. When China 
attacked India in 1962, and advanced into Assam the 
Muslims of Tezpur did not evcuate the town as others did. 
They hoisted Pakistani flags after the collapse of adminis- 
tration and took out processions to welcome the xinvaders. 
This fact was reported in most Eastern "papers and was 
later confirmed to some extent by Mr, Ajit Prasad Jain, 
a Union Minister and president U.P, Congress. Even the 
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fact that the Chinese in their country were not very favour- 
ably inclined towards Muslims did not prevent the Tezpur 
Muslims from anti-national acts. A couple of years later 
when Pakistan was negotiating a treaty of friendship with 
China, the Chinese were liquidating the muslims and razing 
| their centuries-old shrines to the ground, to remove all 
traces of Islam. Any number of other cases of disloyalty 
to the nation by members of the Muslim community snch 
as refusal to sing vande mataram, disrespect to the Nati- 
onal Anthem and the national flag can be quoted, but it is 
the anti-national actions themselves and not their number 


that actually matter. 

If therefore doubts are some times cast in India, on 
the loyalty of these Muslims, they are not altogether 
unjustified. Yet when asked to prove their loyalty to the 
nation they quip asto why of all the people they alone 
should be required to prove their loyalty ? There are other 
People no doubt, who have extra territorial loyalties but 
they do not conceal this fact. They: neither belong to one 
Particular community, nor do they ask for special rights 
and privillages on communal basis and whether they believe 
in constitutional methods or not they are taking full advan- 
lage of them. 

It was believed. that with the partition of the 
Country communalism' watild end in India but thanks to 
the Government’s usual. -poviey, of appeasement of muslims, 
communalism in India“ has come to stay. The Indian 
Constitution is of a secular character and it guarantees 


ee i 
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equality of treatment and oppertunity to all its citizens 
without considerations of religion caste creed and sex, 
Why should then a secular Government concern itself 
With the religion cast, creed‘and:sex of its employees. Not 
only they shouldnot:take into consideration, the reiigion 
of those who apply for Government jobs but they need 
not even know it. They have nothing to do with it. As 
long as equal chances have been given to all the candi- 
dates, at examinations and ‘interviews which is very much 


the Government’; concern, it should not matter to them 
whether all the successful’ candidates belong to one of | 


different religions, communities or castes. Government 
departments are not charitable institutions so as to distri- 


bute employments:among the poor or- inadequately repte- | 
sented communities. This-is, not only unconstitutional \ 


but also highly detrimental to efficiency of administration. 
Merit alone must be the basis for all Government employ- 
ments. ‘If merit and efficiency is sacrificed, maladminis- 
tration is bound to result. Showing. extra. favours: to one 
religious community is. as much communal as showing 
disfavours to the others. In a country. where every body 
has equal rights, under the constitution, there’can be n0 
special rights of the majority or minority, nor can thet | 
be any question:of adequate or inadequate representatio2 f 
of religious ‘communities; or castes except those provided i 
in the constitution for a temporary period. 

The recent directive of the Railway Minister a5 
announced in the Parliament (Monsoon session 1973) t0 
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ensure «adequate representation to Muslims in the 
Railway department is not free from communal considera- 
tions. To have a civil code for one community only is a 
communal act of ommission and not to have. it for 
muslims or for the whole nation is equally a communal 
act, but that of commission. Giving the state of Jammu 
and Kashmir, whith 2 muslim majority, a special status, 
giving: Nagaland with a population of 5 lakhs only, but a 


‘majority of christans, the status of a State, or refusing to 


merge Goa and other former Portugese possessions having 
a christian ‘majority, to the adjoining States, inspite of 
majority voting in favour of such merger, are instances. of 
communal favouratism for political gains. 

at almost all the 


Judicial inquiries have shown th 
rted by Muslims 


communal riots in India have been sta 
but the policy of not putting the responsibility on “‘who 


throws the first pebble” has had the effect of perpetuating 
id or done, which shows undue 


amounting to appease- 
is against the 


such roits. Anything sa 
favour to one religious community, 
Ment or disfavour to another community, 
tenets of secularism. ADY political party or its Govern- 
Ment which allows itself to become a party to this policy 
of communal favouritism towards apy community, loyal 
or disloyal to the ancient OF modern Indian nation is 
responsible fer most of the communalism, prevalent in 
the country. The Muslim community of India has pro- 
duced from time to time a number of nationalists, and 
Outstandings ones too—like Mr. Mohammad Ali 
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Currimbhai Chagla of whom the whole nation is rightly 
proud—and is fully capable of Producing more and more, 
But a community produces nationalists in appreciable | 
numbers only when communalism does not pay. Ifall 
the political Parties, ruling and others see to it that 
communalism is not encouraged in any shape and forn, 
whether they loose or win the elections, the Indian 
Muslim Community will be found full of nationalists 
and the much hated evil of commualism will 
vanish from the country forever. Also Sardars Patels 
taunt to Pt. Nehru that “You are the only nationalist 
Muslim in India” would then become redundant. 


— ee ae 
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Untouchability 


Untouchability in any shape and form is a curse 
and it brings no credit to the country, nation or community 
that practises it. However, in its milder form as it exists 
in this country today, it is receiving greater publicity— 
More within the country than outside—than it deserves. 
As compared to that, untochability of a severe nature in 
the form of apartbied or racial discrimination practised 
| in South Africa and the U.S. A. is receiving very little 
| attention inside and outside those countries. 


b; In India, the caste Hindus are supposed to be the 
arijan baiters, but it would be seen that the cause of the 
Harijans (untochables) has been taken up more vigorously 
by these caste Hindus than by Harijans themselves, with 
all encouragement and help from the Government, while 
in the U. S. A. and South Africa, the Negros and Afri- 
kans themselves are fighting for their cause and facing the 
Wrath of the Government. In India caste Hindus, the 
Government and almost all the political parties are veing 
j With each other to eradicate untochability (only tradition 

and customs are delaying the process a little) while in the 

U. s. A. and South Africa the affected peoples are facing 

Combined strength of the Government and the people. 


They are facing bullets and imprisonment for not practi- 
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sing aparthied, while in India people are suffering punish 
ments for practising untouchability. 

In India incidents of untochability of triflin 
nature are greatly exaggerated and unnecessarily highligh 
ted. For instance if a caste Hindu murders a caste Hindu 
or a Harijan murders a Harijan, not much notice is taken 
but if a caste Hindu murders a Harijan even for reason 
which have nothing to do with untouchability, newspapet 
carry the news with banner headlines, and the tragedy i) 
discussed by the Parliament: Doubts are cast even ot} 
the imaprtiality of the courts if they do not award th 
accused the maximum punishment. Untouchability as i 
now exists in India though highly undersirable, is nothio! 
but caste distinction, but aparthied is racial discrimint 
tion. In most of the States even the caste distinction ha 
ceased to exist, and the harijans have been employed eve} 
as bearers in most hotels, But where it does exist! 
remote villages, it is in the form of social restrictio 
which haye become a way. of. life for these people » 
which do not otherwise come.in:the way of their uplift 
Apart from equality before the law, some special righ! 


and privileges have been granted. to them in i 
Constitution. 


Even where these social restrictions are at al 
operative in certain villages. these-are not so frightful 
damaging, as they. are made.out to be, far instance! 
Harijans cannot draw. water from-certain wells but th 

3 can easily draw from. others in the same-villages. So 
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people may take a bath after touching harijans. In very 
very rare cases complaints are heard that the harijan 
children are made to squat on floor in‘some schools and 
barbers and dhobies refuse 'to serve the harijans. In some 
Thakur villages. Harijans are required to fold up their 
ymbrellas. In Tamil Nadu'Harijans have to pass through 
the Hindu streets bare’ footed: In Rajgarh’ district of 
Madhya Pradesh, Harijans are not allowed ‘to turn their 
moustache upwards. These and some other restrictions, 
though highly undesirable are nothing as compared to 
atrocities perpeterated on the coloured people in some 
countries by both the Government, as well as the white 
people. The coloured people and their children are not 
allowed entry let alone admission to schools except those 
Specially meant for them. They are not allowed to enter 
Hotels, high class train compartments and residential 
reas. There are seperate ambulances for whites and 
blacks and the wrong one cannot be used by anyone even 
When his life is in danger. The non-whites cannot enter a 
Railway Station or any other public building through the 
Main enterance. This treatment and much more is meted 
gu: to the coloured people even in countries where they 
| form a great majority of population. i 
B Untouchability of the Indian type has flowed from 
fhe much talked of caste system, which as is well known 
Was based on professionalism. Each of the four castes, 
between which the Hindu nation was divided performed 
Some fixed duties. The Brahmins took up the education, 
Khashtriyas (Rajput) ‘the defence, Vaishas trade and 
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Shuddras other services. Since the duty of the Shudry 
entailed filthy work, people generally started refraining 
from touching them. This untochability was more for 
Sanitary reasons than social. There was no lack of sym. 
pathy for the Shudras nor was there any neglect of their 
well being. They were a useful part of the society doing 
extremely useful work and to neglect them in any way 
was not possible even if the society had so desired. To 
Say as the propogandists often say that Hindus can touch 
a dog but not a Harijan is pure demagogy. How coulda 
useful a limb of the human society as others, and fot 
whom the rest of the society has all the sympathies and 
best wishes, be compared to a dog? These demagogues 
are eitner completely ignorant of the philosophy o 
untouchability or pretend to beso. Those who practise 
untouchability in the real sense do not touch the broom 
of a sweeper even when not held by him. If the sweeper i 
not touched because of his lower-than-the-dog status, wb) 
is the broom not touched ? It is quite evident that all sort 
of germs can be avoided by not touching the broom, 0! 
Person doing dirty work. Hindus are known for thell 
cleanliness and sanitation. They even avoid touchin 
their nearest and dearest member of their own familj 
when doing dirty work (such as cleaning the stools of ‘ 
baby) until he or she takes a proper bath. 

Good or bad, the hindu society had learnt to liv! 
with caste system and the resultant untouchability. Tht 
practice had stood the test of the times and the whol! 
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Hindu society with its virtues and sins worked perfectly 
smoothly for thousand of years without any ill-will bet- 
ween the castes. Mr. Genarld Hearld* in his book “Man 
the Master”? (1942) has also supported the Hindu ‘‘quadri- 
type organisation of society”. At p. 145 of the book he 
lys that the “Aryan Sanskrit socialogical thought, which 
tst defined and named the fore-fold structure of society 
is as much ours as Indian’. The whole Hindu society 
aways looked and behaved like one homogeneous unit. 
The British conquerers were quick fo realise the danger 
inherent in it and soon thought of cutting its limbs. They 
started with the Sikhs and by offering them seperate 
tectorate and special reservation. in legislatures and 
services more than double their number soon succeeded 
u Separating them from. the Hindus. Then they began to 
Mploit the caste. system particularly untouchability to 
tan out the Harijaus, whom they called scheduled castes. 
™ the Government level they offered them all sorts of 
aits in the form of: reservation of seats in legislatures 


nd posts in Government services and at the missionary 
evel they converted a very large number of them into 
bristianity by offering. them allurements. The Arya 
amaj movement led by Swami Daya Nand played a great 
joe Not only in preventing such conversions but in start- 
Mg for’ the first. time a process of reconversion of these 


atijans to thé Hindu folds: 


From Indian Integration byR. Ri Saksena 
; , tons M.A, LLB, DL, Sc. 
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his life, with a fast unto death or until the leaders of the 
scheduled castes themselves expressed their desire to 
remain with the other Hindus, when the British Govern- 
ment made- a ‘desperate attempt to off:r them weightage 
as a seperate minority, through the infamous ‘Communal 
award’. Mahatma’ Gandhi finally- broke” his fast 
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Jt was Mahatma Gandhi who prevented the seperą. 
tion of the scheduled castes from the Hindus by staking 


the scheduled castes leaders telegraphically requested the 
British Government in- England: to drop the idea, which 
they did. - 

Partly on account of the efforts of the Arya Sama} 
and Mahatma Gandhi, and ‘partly due to the changing 
times, -untouchability- was fast disappearing from India 
and with «it the caste distinction between Harijans and 
other Hindus. Any talk of inter-marriages between , 
Harijans and other Hindus is too pre-mature as even other 
other castes-do not yet.inter-marry. If however, inter- 
marriages are considered so essential, those who believe $0, 
would do well to come forward-and set personal examples 
in the matter. These, however, are sentimental mattefs 
and have nothing to do with the uplift of Harijans. 

What ‘has: been’ left of untouchability will soon die 
its own death. In any case the question of touching each | 
other. should not: be: given undue importance. While 
touching should not be frightfully avoided it should n% 
be very essential either, even between non-Harijans. Wit 
the Indian way of greeting each other, even shaking hands 
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has become obsolete. What is really needed is sympathy, 
material help and- equality before the law. A Harijan 
would feel more happy and gratified if you- give him 
money but do not touch him, than if you embrace him 
but donot give him anything. 

Political parties, however, are more interested in 


‘the political exploitation of ‘Harijans than in rendering 


them substantial :help. -More so the Congress which is 


. following the same old policy of -the«Buitish of seperating 


‘Harijans from the other Hindus. On the one hand they 
Magnify the incidence of untouchability (which is much 
reduced now -than ever before) and on the other they are 
Perpetuating: Harijans seperate unequal status by unlimi- 
tedly extending the period of: special: safeguards and privi- 


į leges provided for them in the constitution only for 10 


Years, They are thus perpetuating, to prevent what 
‘Mahatma Gandhi staked his life. 
Instead of trying to bring the Harijans and other 
‘Hindus closer they are busy widening the gulf between the 
two by laying stress on insignificant matters. As if that 


further, -A begining has been made with the Jains who 
„ate being shown seperate from Hindus‘in all official sta- 
tistics. The idea that the uplift of Harijans and other 
backward classes will get a set back if special priviliges 
"re discontinued is just an excuse. There are poor and 
backward. people among all sections of the people and 
‘Verything must be done to improve the lot ofall of them. 
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he SS eh ver. 
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Surely there are so many ways of doing it, other thy 
providing reservation of seats and other Priviliges fore; 
if one really intends todo so. The Harijans themsel 
do not think much of these reservations as would:be ck 
from what Mr. M. P. Maurya, a Harijan leader of Ut: 
Pradesh told Mr. Harold Issac author of “India’s Ex 
untouchables”. He said* ‘‘This system (of reservatiois) 
does the scheduled castes no good because the peoplei 
the reserved seats belong to the party in power andi 
often incapable persons. Although they are educate 
they dare not speak against the party in power. They? 
not represent their people to the party and Governmet 
but represent the party in power to their people. Th 
do not fight their people’s cause. As for school benef! 
we do not need them in this from either. If there is fë 
and compulsory education for all, then every person Wi 
have access to it in any way. In higher education, 
scholarships be given where there is economic need. 
our people are poor afd the party in power is not solvi 
the probelms of poverty. As for the quotas in Governm® 
Service, these are only one to three per cent filled and thi 
take our best people. In Government service, our edit 
ted people are left out of politics and we are left ™ 
illiterate. We say, end these reservations. They are just 
way of keeping them subject to the party in power”. 
If the Indian Government, so committed to! 
uplift of Harijans, has not been able to do it during) 


es 


* From the Illustrated weekly of India dated 30 Sept 
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years of their rule, it is pretty certain that they will never 
be able to do it. Because they are interested in doing 
only as much as helps them politically. Nor will these 
scheduled castes be able to stand on their own feet until 
they join the national competition and struggle for exis- 
tence. All assistance financial and otherwise should, how- 
ever, be made available not only to Harijans but all the 
poor backward families of all classes and communities to 
bring them educationally upto the national standard but 
they must not be allowed to escape competition which 
alone can ensure merit and efficiency so necessary for a 
sound administration and eradicating corruption etc. 
Whether anybody touches anybody or not is a 
Matter of minor importance and with the speed at-which 
untouchability is vanishing from the country, touch-me- 
not-ism will soon be a thing of the past. What immedia- 
tely matters is the uplift of Harijans and the scheduled 
castes and it is this aspect that should receive the Governo- 


Ment’s maximum attention’ 
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Begging in India has become a profitable profession, 
not only old and disabled’ men and women earn much 
more than they could otherwise do but even the able 
bodied‘ persons prefer to earn the easy way, through this 
profession, rather than by hard work. Some able dodied 
persons even disable themselves or their children to 
qualify themselves for the greater sympathy of the passers 


by and'thereby earn more. All members of the families 


of the professional beggers from children, old enough to 
walk, to ald hags ‘take to begging employing differen! 


deceptive methods Of begging and earn much more than 


average middle class families who have more responsibili- 
ties on them regarding the education and up keep of theif 
children and maintaining a better standard of living than 
these beggers. Some beggers are known to have left thou- 
sands of rupees behind at the time of their death. Those 
beggars who have no-children of their own lift those ! 
others for the purpose. 


All religions have condemned the profession of * 


| 


begging so much so that to beg something from others i5 


considered undesirable and mean for people other tha! 

beggers. Even a child, begging some eatable from anothe! 

child is considered as badly trained. But at the same tit 

all religions have described charity as most essential fo! 
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poing to heaven. Which, however, means that while the 
people must not take to begging, those who are really 
compelled “y circumstances to live on begging, must 
receive the sympathy of the people and must be helped. 
a Since it is not possible to know which of the beggars are 
j compelled by the circumstances to adopt.the profession 
f and which are pretenders and the urge for going, to 
heaven is so great among the people that. distribution. of 
alms to all the beggars has become a {must for them. 
Especially for black marketeers who want to wash.the 
effect of their black deeds by spending a part of their 
black money in charity. Even otherwise all. religious 
people are inclined to help the beggars and the poor to 
Some extent’ 
h, Mahatma Gandhi has expressed the following views 


bin his “Harijan” dated Aug. 1936. 
“Man’s ultimate aim is the realisation of God and: 


all his activities, social, political, religious, haye to be 


guided by the ultimate aimof the vision of God. The 
‘immediate service of all human. beings becomes a neces- 
sary part of the endeavour, ‘simply because the only way 
to find God is to see Himin his creation and be one 
With it. This can be done by : service of all. I ama part 
and parcel of the whole and I cannot find Him. apart 
from the rest of humanity”. 
Even from a socialistic point of view, paying and 
feeding the poor which all, these beggers pretend to be 
helps the ‘Garibi Hatao” (end po. erty) There. are 


c. 


j 
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pretenders also among the beggars but it is hardly 
possible to distinguish them from the others. The pro- 
fession has attracted some eduated unemployed also, 
They go to well-to-do homes, nicely dressed, introduce 
themselves to the head of the house and other members 
of his family, sit, talk and behave most courteously, 
describe themselves as victims of some sudden clamity 
and ask for some immediate handsome relief. Some 
even promise to return the money on reaching home. 
From a disrespcetful profession begging is now becoming 
an art. The most successful begger is he who can deceive 
the people most. 

The people of India are quite used to the evil of 
begging and have learnt to live with it, but for the 
foreign tourists the very sight of a beggar of the Indian 
type is naustalgic. The beggars on their part want to 
make the best of their chance of a life time, by appealing 
to.the sense of pity of their foreign preys, whom they 
consider to be very rich. They surround them, pull 
them and make ali sorts of appeals stretching hands and 
blocking their way. Some of the tourists, if not all, even 
take a vow not to come to this country again. 


The nuisance has therefore, to be checked. But 
considering the religious Sentiments and tradition, if the 
evil cannot be rooted out in one stroke, it should be done 
gradually. All steps against it must be taken on an all 
India basis. If any Steps are taken in one State to check 
the evil, all the beggars fly to safer States overnight. 
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The experience of Beggars Homes has proved a failure, 
probably because neither the Government nor the beggars 
are keen about them. The arrangement must, however, 
beseriously and firmlly pursued until it becomes a success. 
Make thecase of poor Homes in Delhi, There are seven 
doch Homes there including two for women. The Kings 
Way Ccamp Poor Home can accommodate upto 1200 
‘While all other homes combined, at Narela, Tikri Kalan, 
Mehraulu, Harinagar and others can accoummodate 
another 800 to make the total 2000. The number of 
beggars in the capital is about 4000 which means that 
a ones connot be taken into these homes unless the 
old ones vaeate and the remaining 2000, are thus free to 
carry on their profession uninterupted and the problem 
\ Hands where it was. It is good that these homes provide 
heir inmates training in printing, ‘clay niddelling, hand- 
loom weaving, laundry work, agriculture, gardening 
masonary, tailoring work and bakery. But there are no‘ 
arrangements to ensure’ that. the trained inmates 
When’ released would start a new life. The'case of other 
such homes in the: country is not different. Till such 
tite: as the'Government can take over the reponsibility 
a full’ some other steps'to reduce’the’ seriousness of the 
isance ` are also called for. A few are suggested 
below : 

l. An Anti- Benary Legièlation be passed for the whole 

of India. 
2. All the preseat beggars” “be registered and made to 
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conspicously. 

3. No new beggars be registered and allowed to adop 
this profession. ; 

4, Certain fixed areas be alloted to the beggars in every 
town where they can sit and beg. These areas should 
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display their registered numbers on their person 


-not be very unsuitable for begging. 


5. Begging in streets and places other than those ape 
fied for the purpose be banned. 

6. Special anti-beggary police on the jines of the Military 
police be detailed to go round and ensure implemen: 
_tation of anti-beggary rules. 

To All beggars be periodically examined medically with 

_ their belongings. 
8.. Beggars be made to observe one day in a week, to be ` 
- centrally fixed, as holiday to wash and mend their 
clothes. — 
9. Any beggar found violating anti-beggary soles be 
severely punished, deregistered and sent to poor Hom: 
Many other rules which help in organising: and 
improving the profession of beggary, until it can be com- 
pletely’ elminated, can be ‘laid down. What is important 
is the will to do the needful and where there is a wil! 
there is-a way. _ 


f 
CC-0. Nanaji Deshmukh Library, BJP, Jammu. Digitized by ee = 


Poverty 


According to the general belief in India, affluence 
cand poverty are the result of ones own deeds past and 
‘present, known as luck. If these had depended on 
‘intelect and effort, thousands -of intelligent and hard 
working people would not be poor and dull and lazy 
people, playing in riches. As long as the world exists 
there will always be rich and poor people- living in it. 
-No country with any idiology, capitalist, socialist or 
communist has been able to change this position, nor will 
any be able to change it. It is, however, not necessary that 
the same people will always remain rich or poor. 
\ Mahatma Gandhi once wrote : 

“I cannot picture to myself a time when no wan 
shall be richer than another, but I do picture to myself 
a time when the rich will spurn to enrich themselves at 
the expence of the poor and the poor will cease to envy 
the rich. Evenin a most perfect world we shall fail to 
avoid ineqalities, but we can and must avoid strife and 
bitterness” (Young India 7 Oct., 1926). 
| Communist and socialist countries have tried and 
failed in removing poverty though they cont nue to 
believe or at least propogate, the possibility of achieving 
‘Success in the matter. All eyes are now focussed on 
India, where elections have recently been won on the basis 
of “End Poverty’ slogan and the present Government 
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Serious ‘about implementing its policy of “Garibi Hata) 


164 


is committed to end poverty in the shortest Possible tiny 
Not that the previous Governments of the same politi 
Party were not committed -to this policy, but thei: failu 
was so complete that even the very existance of the part 
had been in danger. It was to retrieve such a situati 
that the:present Government had to make a fresh unamb 
guous commitment which has succeeded not only in saving 
the party from complete disintegeration but eveni 
revitalizing it. The party and its Government ser 


but it seems to have bitten more than it could cht 
The result of the Government’s efforts in this direction, f 
the last two years have been rather disappointing, never! 
less every well wisher of the country and the nation wo 
wish them all success in their efforts and hope fort 
best. The Government has lost no time jin taking 50 
very radical stepsin the name of “Garibi Hatao” Í 
cluding the abolition of Privy purses of the former -print 
privileges of the Indian civil service and a ceiling on la 
and urban property, but Garibi (Poverty) has sit 
increased instead of decreasing. That is why Mahal) 
Gandhi had no faith in such methods, as would bes 
from his following views: (From speeches and Writid 


of Mahatma Gandhi by G. A. Natsan Madras, # 
Edition 1933), 


“I am no socialist, and I do not want to dispos*) 
those who have got possessions, but I do say that P| 
sonally those of us who want to see light out of darki“ 
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have to follow this rule, I do not want to dispossess 
anybody. Tf should then be departing from the rule of 
“Ahinsa”. I somebody possesses more than I do let him. 
But so far as my own life has to be regulated, I dare not 
possess anything which I do notwant”’. 

The people, however, are so fed up with ‘the 
existing poverty that they would like to leave their 
Government absolutely free to-do what they like-to end 
it, so at not to give it any excuse for their eventual 
failure, whichis inevitable. Their only fear is-that they 
May not be told one -fine -morning over the All:India 
Radio that poverty ‘had:been successfuliy removed. Two 
things are, therefore, essential, one toilay down. acti- 
terion to find out who.is rich and .who is poor and two, to 
find out how many rich and poor there were in the 
country before the ‘direct. attack” on poverty was lann- 
ched. If the latest statistics available at-preseot are 
Correct there were 40 per cent of. the-people below the 
Poyerty line.at the time. And.the rich, it is believed, are 
those who pay income tax, which ciass did not then exceed 
25 lakhs in the whole country, which means less than 1/2 
Percent. What are the:rest? In view -of-the large scale 
tax evasion prevailing in the country, income tax is 
hardly the criterion, a sal aried person getting rupees five 
hundred per month whose income tax is deducted at 
source is rich but a fruit seller, Tea Stall holder, Radio 
Mechanic, Tailor, apan wall, a .cigarrette, selier, Sweets 
Shop holder or CE ‘‘pakaora’’ seller who earns iten 
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time as much, „is counted among thə poor. A correct 
survey must be taken now and at the end of the “waron 
poverty” to judge the results of the “War”. 


The steps taken by the thc Government during 26 
years of independence including two years of Waron 
poverty have only resulted in making the rich richer and 
the poor proorer. A few selected people mostly belonging 
to the ruling party who were almost - paupers before inde- 
pendence have, however, become affluent Overnight. Some 
improvement in the living standard of the geople as a whole 
is also evident here and there but it has come about at 
the cost of national: honour. All sorts of loans were 
obtained from other countries with visible or invisible 
Strings attached to‘achieve this show of progress, ‘with the 
result that the country became dependent on big powers 
putting its hards won freedom in jeopardy again. ee 
conntry could have no Independent foreign policy. 
instead of accepting loans from other countries the coun- 
try had taken to austerity for about ten years, prevented 
waste, avoided pomp and show and sacrificed comforts, 
the purpose would have been served better and without 
‘loss of Independence and honour.. The country is used t? 
making greater sacrifices than would have been needed. © 
Nothing much is losteven now. It is never too late for 
moving in the right direction. The people have exhibited 


a great sence of patriotism and sacrifice during the Indo- 


Pak war of 1971 and even earlier. They are prepared to 
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make all the sacrifices necessary for the national cause. 
Let the Governament chanalise this national spirit and 
take full advantage of it. The policy of robbing Peter to 
pay Paul is not going to achieve affluence. Let those who 
have not the ability, capacity or will, to work and to 
become affluent not be jealous of those who have and let 
them not become rich the easy way, by robbing the for- 
mer. Let them learn to earn for themselves the hard way 


instead of having their coveted eyes on the earnings of 
the others. All that is needed is, that equal opportuni- 


ties should be provided to all without the consideration 
of caste, creed, community, sect and in some cases sex. 
Having done that the Government should let everybody 
enter the competition for national reconstruction, with- 
Out showing any favours to one person, community, caste 


or the other. This healthy competition will result in 


efficiency in administration, increased production and 
greater national Income, removing poverty without — 
much’ ado. ; : 

Blind nationalization with-out any guaratee of re- 
asonable profits may be good for political purposes but 
is not conducive to better economy atleast in a democracy. 
If this, however, is unavoidable at least cogent steps 
must be taken to prevent, pilferage and ensure profits. 
Even then it will be in the nationol interests notonly to 
allow bit encourage healthy competition between the 
Public ` and the private. e sectors rather than strangle the 


Private, sector. 
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The four, five year plans of the country Have not 
made much impression. Soms say that twenty years is 
no period in the history of a nation but some smaller 
countries, like Japan and West Germany, have made 
tremendous’ economic and all round’ progress during the 
Same period. Now/all eyes are on the fifth plan which is 
meant to give effect tothe ruling party’s slogan of “End 
Poverty”. 

. The'plati has recently been presented by the Plan- 
ning Commission to the National Development council 


and knowledgeable circles have already started casting 


daubts on its effectiveness. The opinion expressed by the 


Editor of the Hindustan Times, in the Editorial of the 
paper dated June 3. 1972 is reproduced below : 

“In the broad terms in which it has been formula- 
ted there can be little quarrel with the approach to the 
fifth plan that the Planning Commission presented to 
the National Development Council this week. Briefly it 
builds on the thesis that has been increasingly gaining 
ground that the pursuit of economic growth in itself will not 
make a dent on mass poverty and it is necessary to make 
special offorts specifically directed at the amelioration of 
the lot of the very poor in the eountry. This is unexcep- < 
tionable as for as it goes. But there is some danger of 
wrong kind of moral being drawn from this philosophy- 
It is necessary to realize that an unsatisfactory rate of 
growth -all these years has itself been a contradictory 


factor to the absence of perceptible improvement in the 
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well-being of the poorest segments in the country, There 
is therefore, some danger of the slogan that the growth 
is not enough subtly transforming itself into the notion 
that growth is unnecessary. The approach would also 
seem to. assume rising production and investment rather 
than emphasise it and to ignore the fact that employment, 
orice stability, exports and incremental resources must 
eae come out of higher production. Idle man 
power and time are also key resources and mass employ- 
ment has to be built into plan rather than be regarded 
asan extra effort on the fringe, Wzuth this proviso, there 
i much to commend ‘‘a direct attack on the problems 
of poverty”. Pragmatically, this would mean, in the 
Planning Commission thinking, vastly expended oppor- 
tunities for employment and income in the rural areas 
Band atime bound programme for meeting certain basic 
Bs sthinaptied needs of the people. A good deal of this 
will necessarily. be “public consumption” like public 
health facilities, elementary, education, rural water 
supply, rural roads, electricity, hemestead sights for latid- 
less labour and. slum improvements in the larger towns. 
The attempt is to dovetail employment programmes with 
the creation of these new social services in a mutually 
<Seinforcing manner. j 
=: The administrative A, orgganizational impleca- 
tions of programmes of thisikind are colossal. Experience 
in the last two or tbre¢ years Shas shown the'need for 


detailed thinking on the social and economic implications 
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of implementing such programmes. In particular, jt is 
necessary to strengthen the organizational and implemen. 
tation machihery at the grass roots. It is equally necessary 
to emphasise the developemental character of these acti- 
vities alongside their welfare aspect so that they are 
from the begining. seen as Starting points of a procees of 
growth. Only then will it be possible to claim that these 
Programmes have a long term relevance to economic and 
social trausformation and are not simply a means of 
temporarily assuaging a guilty conscience. 

The other element in the approach document that 
needs emphasis is the commitment to self-reliance. In 
concrete terms, the aim is to attain a position of “zero 
net concessional aid” by the end of the fifth plan. Though 
somewhat ambiguously’ phrased this object is wholly l 
admirable’-and ‘given the fullest exploitation of export 
potentialities not’ beyond realization ‘despite the vastly “ 
increased import ‘bill developemental ambitions might 
necessitate. Apart from the financial and foreign €x- 
change’ aspect of self-reliance, the technological’ aspect 
will require a great deal of meaningful R & D effort and: 
use of indigenous resources and talents in the country. 

Since this is an approach document setting. out 
the broad adjectives, all the details of an operational ~ 
strategy have not been: spelt out. Some-obvious questions 
have to be answered before the feasibility of a plan of 
this size and nature can be accepted. The demands on 
resources likely to be made “bythe plan will be very con- 
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siderable and two relevant questions must be asked on 
the basis of past experience. The  first'is whether public 
sector undertakings, will generate sufficient surpluses to 
meet the vastly increased demand for funds. This is 
crucial because the hope ‘of additional taxation, other 
than agricultural taxation,. yielding more than marginal 
resources seems somewhat chimerical. Secondly, the draft 
on resources by mounting non-developemetal expenditure 
has been truly staggering. . Thishas prompted the addi- 
tional resources mobilized and led to increasing deficit 
financing. Together with delays and ‘wastage this has set 
in motión a Vicious Circle of lower than’ targetted produc- 
tion, the denial of the fruits .of ~planning in general, 
inflationary pressurés and lower savings. ‘Some of the 
i fifth plan programmes ‘are by their very nature likely to 
‘generate inflationary pressures unliss care is taken to 
neutralize them. These and ‘other issues must therefore 
be examined in the coming -months and the operational 
Strategy worked out in great detail. 

A different kind of exercise .will be necessary to 
Teconcile ‘the conflicting interests among the States. 
During the. discussion at the National Development 
» Council, Chief Ministers who endorsed the approach did 
‘not: hesitate to enter. their particular cavects. Some of 


the principles‘enunciated at the meeting like the need for 
to more backward States and new 


wa —_— <a" = a 
` 


‘Seater “attention 
dispensation for sharing Central largesse contain the seeds 


for fi se will have to be reconciled Even 
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more importantly, since a good deal of the programm 
i a 
for the “‘direct attack on proverty’’ would.be in the SITA 


sphere, the need-for strengthening the administratioa and 
organisational base, Particularly in the States that hav 


in the past shown themselves weak in this regard isl 
paramount”. 
A more forthright opinion on our planning coms 


from Professor V. M. Dandekar an eminent economist. 
In an interview (reported by the Hindustan Times) he 


said, . “The whole apparatus of planning in our contry i 
used not to. plan for economic growth but to keep th 
ruling party in:power”, The all round crisis in th 
country, he thought, was a clear indication of the failur 
. of our planning process. : T i 

Deficit financing and the Bank borrowing to met! 
the budgetary and plan targets was the main cause ú 
the steep rise in prices. Unless purchasing power Wa 
kept within limits and matched. wiht the planned supp! 
of goods, prices would continue to rise. Propess%! 
Dandekar said. 

The economist termed the 5th plan draft as pure!) 
make belive and said that the document failed to expla! 
how resources to the tune of Rs. 48,000 crores. will 4 
mobilised. The public sector enterprises are expected t - 
contribute a surplus of Rs. 6,000 crores whereas the fa" 
was that they had just only stopped making. 1055“ 
Criticising the plan regulation on the private sector Pi” 
fessor Dandekar said that both private enterprise and tht 


public sector were trying to produce what the marke! 
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demands. So why regulate the private industry. 

The first priority, in the Professor's view, should go 
to providing full employment. This should be linked 
with providing a minimum living wage of three kilogrames 

¢ equivalent of food grains a day. For urban areas 50 per 
f cent should be added to.account for the EG cost of 
living. 

A Government. weded to socialism, the economist 
complained, was:not following’ the three practices of the 
Socialist economic system, namely full employment mini- 
mum wages and stable:prices. ° h 


Professor Dandekar suggested “that about Rs. 
10,000 crores be spent in the next 5 years on rural works, 
ų toads, sanitation irrigation works etc to help improve 
\ the rural economy and the standard of living of the 
people. China was also employing this technique to make 
the best use of its man power. 
The Professor also suggested redistribution of 
Income from the rich (defined as the organised Sector of 
the economy) to the poor, both through still higher direct 
and indirect taxation. 


a About the food economy he thought the failure 
was not so much of production as of distribution, 
Grains were not available because we have a fancy notion 
that food prices can be contrlled. Food grain prices, he 


added, should be allowed to emerge from genuine market 


Macha ni : 
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Planning alone, however: perfect, cannot: solve the 
probl:m of, poverty but: realistic: plans and a, rincere 
effort at their implementation» might help:in reducing the 
‘gap between rhe haves and have nots. . Certain steps'that 
‘ate necessary to achive this. goal--planning or no planning- 
‘are: the prevention of wastage, strict austerity in Goyern- 
ment and private expenditure, avoiding of -deficit 
‘financing, cutting -down of luxury goods, ` improving 
-production ‘in» public : undertakings -and=getting rid -of 
foreign loans. f 3 
Whatever the position; shes nation’ will eagerly await 
the result of the much propagated ‘direct attack on 
poverty” wishing all succes to. the launchers of the attack. 


CC-0. Nanaji Deshmukh Library, BJP, Jammu. Digitized by eGangotri 


Moral Degradation: 


All activlties. of a nation, hinge round its national 
character, which is a product of national,tradition. Every 
; country has its own national traditions and, therefore,. 
Fis own national character. India is no exception. From 

times immemorial, Indians have been . known for their 
straightfarward deceitless behaviour.. They. were not used 
to telling. lies or harming. others. Even thefts were una 


known to them. Gradually the standard deteriorated but.. `: 


When. the British.. left.all was. not. yet.lost and, the semb-_ = 
lance, of national character was; very. much there.. People +> 


lied but. when made. to. lay. their hand.. on: their religious. ` 


jooks they came out with the. truth. 

With, the „advent. of Independence, preceeded. by 
Partition. the nation ran- amuck, and indulged in large 
scale murders, looting and .burniog .of property. and 
abduction.of women,, whether.in retaliation or, otherwise. 
This gave .a great.jolt to the country’s national.character. 
The selfish, and, unprincipled, activities. of. most. of the 
Politicians .rnined-what: was. left..of it. The increased, 
»Antacss. with other- countries -resulted in „th import of ; 
additional vices to this. country. for which: thë “soil. Keres 
Was most- fertile... The -hippies.. provided the.last:straw, on 
the: camels, back and our national-character--became the 


‘he anti-national.character.: 
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Materialsm became the order of the day. Money, 
moie money any yet more money was what everyone 
wanted even if he had to beg, borrow or steal. If the 
parents were old and unable to earn, they were consi- 
dered an economic burden on their childern. Looking 
after them entailed expenditure so they were left to look 


after themselves The grand old joint family system was _ 
the first victim of materialism and corruption and moral 
degradation thrived on it. 

Š 


The democratic Governments are more interested in 
politics than moral standards. If they pay half as much 
attention to moral values as they pay to politics the old 
tradition of national character can be easily revived but 
that is not to be, They are instead a willing party to the 
present degraded standard of moral values. Nothing 
much, therefore, can be expected of the politicians in the 
matter of brining about an improvement in the situation, 
but that does not mean that Government should bea 
silent spectator to this moral crises. a f 

Social reformers have always played a great roll 10 
this country from ancient times in raising the moral stan" 
dard of the people from time to time. But those were the 
days when people had some faith in such reformers and 
also respect for them. The social reformers are now; 
themselves victims of materialism and all that flows fro 
it. Even the greatest of reformers like Swami Shankara 
charya would perhaps not find it easy to revive the old 
standards to day. There is, however, no reason fos 
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giving in. The country is yet not completely bereft of 
virtue, nor is it short of great souls, there are many in this 
country who possess such virtues. A great many of them 
may be bogus, but quite afew are genuine too. For 
some reason they are at present paying little attention 


4 to this important aspect. Some of them are known to 


‘` be performing miracles such as producing rings, ashes 
and flowers out of their empty palms of hands, some 
even cure the sick. But that is not enough. They must 
use their super—human powers for the greater good of 
the society, checking mora! degradation and re-building 
national character, unless they want people to wait until 
Lord Krishna fulfills his promise of appearing on the 
earth whenever Dharma is violated on a large scale, which 


y in other words means: when national character reaches 


\its lowest ebb. The recent mass surrender of notorious 
dacoits as a result of persuasive efforts of Vinobha Bhave, 
Jai Prakash Narain and others will, however, show, that it 
does not require super humans to bring people to the 
tight path and to re-build national character. 

The people must not, therefore, wait until some 
Sreat soul descends and undertakes the job. Gad helps 
those who help theniselves. 

oll The people must not, also, over indulge in 
Politics. Dirty politics in India has ruined peoples mora- 
lity. Politics should be left to professional ‘politicians 
but when it comes to casting of votes, the people‘must not 
be influenced by any slogan of propoganda. They must 
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before them. If -they are satisfied with it, they. must 
bring it back to power. but if they are not satisfied they 
must not let self interest, money, fear or fayour come in 
the way.of their choiee. of candidates. For this they 
have to keep sufficiently in touch with political and other _ 
conditions in the country. Whether they are in the Army 
or other Government services they are absolutely free to 
vote and must take full advantage of this freedom. They 
must understand politics to the extent thateno body 
could deceive them.: They must devote some time to 
social aetivity. They must form themselves into non: 
political . parties, purely of social nature where, all the 
social evils of the country, must be discussed and their 
remedies fonnd. Ways, and means must be found 


178 
judge the candidates or the parties from their Perfor. 
‘mance. The performanoe of the ruling Party. is always 


implement .he. decisions with firmness. There is no bat 
even to the political parties to do like-wise. They ca 
hold special: non-political meetings devoted exclusively 
to social and moral uplift. of the. nation. Whatever the 
political differences beteen the parties, they can have 20 
differences with regards: to social:.and moral .problems- 
If all social and religious bodies wholly. and. political 
parties partly but seriously, take up.thejob, there is 2° / 
reason why all the. social -evils should not be eradicated 
and moral.standard. improved. All sorts of laws exist:!? 
check the:social -evils but they. have badly failed. Probl 
bition, prostitution . child . marriages, dowry syste 
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childern’s'smoking, ‘black marketing, adultration and so 
on are’ all flourishing inspite of the laws against them. 
Why % ‘because the general public, their social or even 
political bodies do not take an active part in preventing 

these evils. They do not even sufliciencly protest against 

4 them. What the ‘public opinion can do law cannot do. 
A vigorous campaign in needed to rouse the public 
feelings against these vleils. Even if these feelings are. 
already sufficiently aroused, these will have to be chana- 
lized and taken advantage of. 

There was a time when the national character in 
the country was atits peak. Pe ople did not tell lies, nor 
were any thefts committed, Heuin Tsang the Chinise 
traveller who visited India during the 7th century has 

i said that even in those days people did not lock their 
‘houses’ If all this could Happen in those days, now when 
the people claim to be wiser than their ancesstors, it 
should not be difficult to” achieve that standard of 
National character once again. All we have to see is what 
is it that existed then ‘and is absent now which enab'ed th: 

| ancient. society to raise: their national character to that 
height: Most pobably it was the’ religious ‘and’ social 

_€0ontrol of the society, complete faith of the masses in 
their religion and deterrent punishments by the Govern- 


Ment and the society. 

A- little improvement in national character can 
transform the society from a hell into heaven. Just 
imagine a society where no one tells ali: There would 
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be no investigation and, therefore, 
And if honesty was also added to tr 
simpler administration, no frauds, no Scandles, no black 
marketing, no tax evasion. In short there would be no 
crime. What a world it would be to live in, people from 
heaven if it exists at all would certa 
comming back to earth. 


no police, no Coutts, 
uth, there Would be 


inly yearn for 


The religious faith of the people has been badly 
shaken Partly due to absence of good selfless 
teligious teachers and Partly due to Government’ sso 
called secularism which prevents religious teaching in 
Government Schools. It is generally the blind faith in 
religion and not its Study that makes a Hindu love 
Hinduism, a Muslim Islam and a christian Christianity. 
A person, is so thoroughly indoctrinated from his child- 
hood in the religion in which he is born that he begins to 
consider his religion alone to fbe the best. This type of 
religious indoctrination, through effective religious prea- 
chers or Government and Private educational institutions, 


can surely bring back the unshakable faith at least among 
the new generations if not 
character of the nation wi 
going to do it ? 


the old, and can improve the 
thin afew years, But who is 
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The greatest destroyer of national character and 
{health are the vices, Chief of which are drinking, gam- 
‘bling. smoking, addiction to opium, Hashishetc. Con- 
fucious of China wanted to keep his people docile, he put 
them into the habit of taking opium and himself bad a 
good time. One of the good things the Indian National 
Congress of the good old days was pledged to wes prohi- 
bition. After having half-heartedly persued it after 
independence the Congress Government is now finding 
excuses for ending it, and it is likely that it will be ended 
yoon. In some States, there is no prohibition already. 
The Chief excuses are that prohibition discourages foreign 
tourists and reduces revenue. Even women receptionists 
are being hurriedly employed in hotels to attract the 
foreign tourists, and earn foreign exchange. But foreign 
tourists do not necessarily visit this country or any other 
Country for wine and women they have enough of these 
in their own countries. They come for a change, they 
Come to see the people, their way of living, behaviour, their 
culture and their activities. These need not necessarily 
: the same as their own. If they expect other countries 
to be the same as their own then what is the good idea of 
Visiting other countries. Let them see in what respects 
‘Ur country is different from theirs. If they still do not 
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| 
visit our country unless we socially degrade ourselves to 
to their level we should better do without the foreign 
exchange, we are likely to earn from them. If however, 
there is some urgent need of attracting the foreign tourists 
for their foreign exchange, and our historical places, 
monuments, beautiful mountains, valleys and rivers, the 
people and their art and culture does not attract them, | 
prohibition can be relaxed to the necessary extent for the 
foreign tourists only. For the people of the country 
Prohibition must be strictly imposed so that the evilis 
completely rooted out from the coutry beforé it comp- 
letely destroys what is left of our national character. 
Most of the evil of drinking ‘is being spread through the 
Army. Free issue of liquor is made to them frequently 
in field service. Many officers and men who had not | 
touched liquor before joining the Army beceme addicated í 
to it, not because they were forced to drink, this is nevet 
done in the Army ati least not officially, bat because of 
‘company and custom. «They find this very troublesome 
after retirement when they are unable to afford. it out 
of their meagre pensions and have sometimes to take to 
other: methods. to procure it, including: illiclt distillation- 
That liquor is a must for the fighting forces on field -4 
Services is a myth, which has: been exploded’ by the-author | 
during ithe World War II: -The Unit he commanded in 
the Middle Bast theater was the only one-in‘the whole | 
force which did not indent:for a single drop of liquor and 


as far as fighting was concerned, they were recognised: 
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in black ‘and white, as the unit which set an example - 


to the whole force. 

Liquor has ‘no particular advantage. It “wastes 
money, spoils health, upsets sense and is the cause of 
many crimes. People fall a prey to’ this vice because of 
their environments. It is for thé prcsent’ generation to 
take steps ro prevent the future generations from getting 
into the habit of drinking. . Prohibition; the proclaimed 
policy of: the Congress and its Government, must there- 
fore, be seriously enforced. The considerations of incomé 
mnst not be allowed to come in’its way. Revenue is a 
good thing toincrease, but the means to do it, must be 
consistent with national -honour and ‘well: being. If 
revenue alone weighs with the’ Government, keéping of 
brothels in the:Public Sector would -probably be highly 
\ profitable. One © often wonders, whether we. raised 
Mahatma Gandhi’to the status-of the’ father of ‘nation 
merely to ignore him. He says: “I hold drink to’ be 
More-damnable than thieving and’ perhaps even prosti- 
tution. Is it not often the -parent of the both 2”. Again 
he sasy : “Nothing -but ruin stares a nation in the face 
that is a prey to the drink habit. History. records that 
empires have been destroyed through that habit”. 

ES Equally dangerous, if not more,. are the other Vices 
_ Such as taking of opium, Hashish, Maranjuana and the 
like. Their cosumption was negligible afew years back, 
except among the: Sadhus, but with the invasion of the 
Country by Hippies, the .evil has, increased by leaps and 
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botinds. Some countries, including Nepal have banned 
the entry of Hippies into their territories, others have 
Placed certain restrictions on them but India is so 


Mag. 
Nanimous, that it has not Only done no such thin 


g but 
it welcomes them with open arms. Apart from being 
addict to all these vices they believe in full liberty in all 
matters including sex and are, therefore, setting an undesi- 
table example to our youth. No parents can be sure 
these days whether their childern. who attend sehools 
and colleges fos studies are studyingor are falling prey 
to the vices spread by these hippies. 

It is very essential to immidiately ban the entry of 
these hippies in the country, if the nation is to be saved 
from a social and moral collapse. 

Gambling is another menace which is taking deep 
roots in the Indian Society. It is indulged in, invarious 
forms at horse races, in the clubs, in the streets and io 
dens. At the races and clubs, only well to do people are 
effected it and should not, therefore, be a cause 
for much worry. But inthe streets and dens common 
man is effected: Those who earn hardly enough to pro- 
vide two square meals a day to their families, waste all 


their meager earnings in gambling and even come under 
debt, 


their families destitutes for ever. 
to be stopped. 


This nuisance has als0 


Smoking though not outwardly as dangerous as thé 
other vices is Causing greatest harm to the humanity: 
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This is also supposed to be one of the causes of cancer, 
which may or may not be true, as causes of cancer are 
only being guessed at present, but the fact remains that 
smoking is injurious for health. In any case there is no 
good in it. A sheer waste of money, it is a habit which 
one falls into at a young age when one does not under- 
stand that the habit could one day be a cause of his ruin. 
Children below eighteen when they see their elders in- 
dulging in the luxury of smoking do not want to miss the 
taste of it. They often start it forthe sake of fun and 
then become its addicts. Smoking by children is prohi- 
bited by law, but no child smoker has ever been tried and 
punished under it although children smoke freely in the 
open. Even the new law under which the advertisements 
_ in favour of smoking are prohibited whithout the words 
` tha “smoking is injurious for health”, has not made any 
effect and the vice is increasing instead of decreasing. 
Just as the lable ‘‘for adults only” attracts the childern 
and induces them not to miss any such films. These lables 
if put at all are not having the desired effect, if not having 
-the adverse effect. Stricter steps are necessiry to end the 
evil including higher taxes on tobacco. 

' Addiction to Hashis, Ganja, Charas, opium, maran- 
juana and what not though injurious to’ the health of 
the addicts is not much harmful for the nation as a 
whole, except when the vice engulfs more and more 
People and eventually the entire nation. The nation will 


1 
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era. The progress made by ‘the Chinese after they gave 
up opium is well known. They are now counted among 
the great nations of the World, and are -exporting the 
same opium, which réndered them inert, to earn foreign 
exchange. 


is as good or bad a vice as others like drinking, smoking 
etc because, people get addicted to it just as they do to 
other vices. As for as its effects on society are concerned 
it beats other vices hollow. If cinema is an entertain 
ment all the abovevices are no less entertainment. Bul 
` whether it is entertainment or vice it is largely responsible 
for all the social evils prevelent in the Indian Society. 
Cinema houses can easily be termed training schools of 
_ all crime, murder docaity, burglary, black mail, sex and 
-what not. 


It is true: that some sort of entertainment is 
necessary in the otherwise tense life, which :is getting 
tenser day by day. But that should be real -entertain 
ment free from evil effects. If people have no taste, fo! 
healthy entertainment it must be gradually aud steadily 
developed, such entertainments. are, hockey,-football ete- 
matches, trick riding, polo, wrestling, Music, Danci 
Drama, circus, physical performances, juglary, Hypa” 
tism, etc. There is no doubt that even with their spoiled 
tastes the people would prefer the above entertainment 


to cinemas provided the standard of these entertainment 
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i reasonably high. Very little of this entertainment is 


available to the people at present in the country. 

Even cinemas can be turned into real entertainment 
ifthe film producers and the Government So desire. The 
contention of the producers that they produce films 
‚according to thé peoples taste is a lame excuse. It is 
rather the other way round. © The people’s tastes are being 
moulded by the producers in certain undesirable direc- 
tions, Once their basic instincts are arroused the. week 
willed people naturally tend to see more and more of .evil- 
depicting pictures. If the producers had confined thcm- 
selves only to educative and reformative films people 
would certainly have.made no demands for. the production 
of undesireable films.. Similarly had the Governmet 
censorship of. the films confined only to Indian standards 
the, tastes-.of the, people. would uot have been spoiled. 
There -are so many . countries, where, Governments, baye ; 
refused.: -to allow: the,cinemas to.corrupt. the. morals; of 
their people. Russia-is one. such,country, , We. seem to’ 
be overzealous to copy,many- of their. ways why.not,this ? 

The. film; Censorship rules, are exactly a carbon 
Copy of, the. Western rules:and the .Kbosla committee has 
even .permitted.Kissing;.and nudity on :the.screen this is , 
y Much-in advance of even,thy, most :modera. trend in India... 
But our films have always been keeping the.Indian public 
ahead.of their. time, A very gradual, reversal. of the,so 
Called modern-;trend, in the: ilms is, -therefore highly 


Called. for. 
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Extravagance 


One must cut his coat according to his cloth. The 
same applies to nations. For poor nations, to pretend to 
be rich or to compete with rich nations in official pomp 
and show is disasterous. Every nation has a right to 
develop its economy and be rich, but the only sure and 
dignified way to do so is to work hard and observe auste- 
rity. There are no short cuts to it. Foreign loans, though 
derogatory, have sometimes to be resorted to by developing 
nations to enable their economy to reach a stage of self 
sustaining growth but these loans have to be most 
sensibly utilised for a good take off followed by profitable 
production and not distributed to improve the political 
base of the ruling party or enhancing pomp and show. 
Foreign loans when found unavoidable have to be limited 
to the necessary minimum after harnessing all internal 
resources and curtailing all extravagance. 

A young man is said to have promised, on the death 
of his father, a better future overnight, to the family. He 
obtained sufficient loan to build a decent house and 
furnish it, to purchase a car, a refrigerator, radio and 


television set, tape recorder, radiogram, camera, washing < 


machine and other modern appliances, employed some 
servants and started living like a prince; but soon whe? 
the loan was spent and it came to its repayment, ® 
committed suicide. Had he utilised the money for some 
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productive purposes and also observed austerity, things 
would have been much different. 

The case of our country is no different. After 
ħaving obtained large foreign loans, called by high so und- 
ing name of aid, our Government set about wasting most 
of the money in an unproductive manner to improve the 
stature of the ruling party and displaying official splendour, 
without observing any austerity worth the name. The 
extraordinary flow of money in the country naturally did 
raise the standard of living of the people asa whole to 
some extent but it generally resulted in making the rich 
ticher and the poor poorer. It also caused inflation and 
unprecedented rise in prices. A few productive under- 
takings that had to be set up under the terms of the loan, 
such as steel, fertiliser and other plants are suffering from 
y mismanagement and running at a loss. Consequently the 
tate of repayment of the principal as well as the interest 
thereon during the last 20 pears or so, has been very low, 
and it looks that now with the rapidly sagging economy, 
the country will not be able to pay the interest, let alone 
the prinicipal for a long time to come. 

The foreign loans are so many and in so many 
_ forms that to give their exact position at any one time 
i is not easy. However, the latest exposition of them made 
by the Economic Tlmes Research Bureau* is as follows :— 

“Pyblic debt of India has grown enormously in 
Tecent years. As is seen from the chart, the public debt 


Re 
*The Economic Times February 16, 1973. 
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growth of approximately 10 percent, per annum. during 
the period. 1950-51 to 1972-73 ; the Outstanding public debt 
at the.end. of, 1972-73 is expected to rise to Rsv 16,084 
crores,, of which the internal. debt: (at Rs. 8,756 crores) 
forms 54.4 per cent of the total and, the external. debt,at. 
Rs. (7,328 crores) represents 45.6 per cent. 

“Taking. into account.the other debt liablities of the, 
Centre like, small savings, State provident funds,,,PL-4%0, 
deposits and other, unfounded debts, the, aggregate -liabi 
lities of the Government. of India are, estimated, to rise 
to Rs. 22,127. erores. at. the .end,.of March -1973. This 
enormous growth in, public debt-in India, besides being 2, 
burden on the nation, has -also posed many real problems, 
to the economy. The total Servicing: charges. amounted to 
as much as. Rs. 684 crores. in 197172 and. are likely to be 


Rs. 750 crores in the end of the current financial year”. 
“Servicing charges in respect. of debt raised in Indiai 


9 
of the Government of India shows a’ compound rate of 


À 


are as high as. Rs. 548.crores, which gives an impetus t0! 
the rising price-trend., andat the: same time calls for «thei 
levy of more taxes. The latter.is. resorted. to. meet :the 
charges...directly or. to curb inflationary 
forces through. Payments on'debt and. influences:not. oaly:. 


the level of production. but also. the distribution, patterr.\ 
of the.economy’’. 


rising Servicing 


“Another point.to make. is that. the non-flexible 
elements, in the interest changes render a substantial: 


portion of the budgetary, expenditure rigid and unadopt’ 
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able to the new conditions of a rapidly changing economy. 
Out of the internal -debt held by public as much as 85 per 
cent is held by Commercial banks, LIC and provident 
funds which are either State-owned or State controlled. 

“As a result the market for Goverament borrowings 
has more or less remained a “captive” one. The Govern- 
ment’s borrowings from individuals and Joint Stock 
companies hardly forms about 2° percent of the ‘total 
internal debt”. 

“As regards-foreign debt, which now forms as much 
as 45.6 percent ‘of the total ‘and requires as much as 
Rs. 182 crores (1972-73) as service charges, consitutes 
not only a real reduction from ‘national income’ but aiso 
tenders the balance of payments position more vulnerable. 
Hence the Government must stress on a sound manage- 
ment of the foreign debt which’required that a ‘particular 
‘project generates a sufficient return to cover the payment 
‘of Joan and that the burden of debt repayment remains 
sustainable in iie light of the economy’s growth and the 


level of income.’ 
Among the foreign countries “the U.S.A. is India’s 


chiefcreditor and ‘their biggest loan is under PL-480. 


This public Law 480 was’ énacted by U.S.A. in 1954. 


Under this the U.S.A. Government supplies to India food- 


“Brains ‘ete against Indian currency at low rate of interest. 


Outof the money ‘so paid by the Government ‘of India, 
me U.S:A. Government grants loans to this country on 


“mutually? sreed terms. The repaid loan with intérest - 
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on them again becomes available for grants to thi 
country. India has so far obtnined under PL-480, sixty 
millions tons of food-grains costing Rs. 2,557 crores, of 
which 314 crores is to be paid in dollars. The terms 
have since been modified requiring gradual transition 
from rupee payment to dollars. 63 per cent of PL-480 
rupee fund is given back to India in the form of loans 
and 18 percent as grants for economic development. 6 
per cent is reserved for loans to private enterprises i0 
India and 13 per cent (about 290 crores) for use of U.S.A. 
Government for the “benefit? of this country. Asi 
obvious, all the above grants and loans including thos 
under PL-480 can be utilised by the Government of India 
On the terms agreed upon which means on works autho- 
rised by the U.S.A. Same is the case with other loats 
and grants, whether received from U S.A. International 
Monetry fund or from Colombo plan countries including 
Britain, Canada, Norway, Australia, East Germany and 
U.S.S.R. A major part of the total foreign loan is" 
be repaid in foreign currency, a part through export o 
goods and the rest in rupees. 


If one looks at the colossal waste our Governmeny 
and the people have indulged in since Independence! 
appears that this country is probably the richest in th 
world. The royal pomp and show of the Head of thi 
State, the princly living of Khadi clad ministers, th 
aristocratic style of officials, the lavish expenditure at th 
ambassies in the foregn, countr 
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road of Ministers, officials, members of parliament, students 
and others, the wasteful expenditure in the Government 
Departments and the extensive waste of money, material 
and commodities, gives no indication of the fact that the 
country is under a huge foreign debt and 40 per cent of 
its population lives below the poverty line. 

Austerity which should have beer the: order of the 
day: atleast:for the: first few years of independence was 
completely unknown to the Government or the people of 
the country. While the Chinese who gained independence 
acouple ‘of years after ladia, shunned luxury, took to 
Strict austerity, even wore mended clothes, improved 
their economy and made alround progress almost with 
lesser foreign loans, India took to luxuroins living and 
Wasteful expenditure. and brought down its economy to 


almost zero, inspite of the huge loans and grants it obtai- 


ned from foreiga countries with all the beautiful strings 
attached. 

The pomp and show; it is said is necessary to main- 
tain the dignity of the nation; but what is left of the 
dignity of a nation which is dying of hunger and which is 
Under huge foreign debt ? Even if it has any i¢ could be 
better maintained . by raising the. national character 
than by increasing pomp and show, Did Mahatma 


7 


| Gandhi lose any of his dignity by meeting the King of 


England, Emperor of India, in his loin cloth, against the 
British procedure 2, But ‘perhaps he was not the head ce 
â State ora Government, President Tito of Yogoslavia 
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is known to have often ridden a bicycle when on private 
trips. to the Belgrade’s markets. That did not impair his 
dignity if it did not enhanc2 it. Mr. Lal Bahadur Shastri 
did not lose any of his own dignity or that of his high 
office or country by resorting to simple living and strict 
austerity. Dignity of a country is maintained by the 
qualities ‘of head and heart of its leaders, by their , 
statesmanship and ability to deal with national problems | 
and not by the length of cars by which they travel. 1t38 
not wise for any country under such a huge debt to waste 
its funds on maintaining a false dignity. In any cast 
observance of austerity and getting rid of all foreiga debt 
in the shortest “possible time must have precendencé over 
everything else including dignity false or real. 
Instead of austerity, what is happening at presen! 
can be judged from just one report of the Public Accounts | 
a aee of Tok sabha. “The 96th) report of athe 
Committee on the Appropriation Accounts of the Raili 
ways. Posts and Telegraphs, Defence and Civil Servic® 
for 1971-72 has expressed serious concern over the “alat 
ming increase” in the excesses in the Government expe” 
diture over the voted grants and charged appropriations 
According to the report the excess eependitv" 
during the year 1971-72 was as high as 223-81 croto 
against aggregate amount of excess recorded undef sA 
grants and charged appropriations from 1965-66 to 19! 
71 which ranged from Rs. 3.78 erores to Rs. 55:76 crot 
And as if to dsipel the idea that the excess in Govern™ 
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expenditure might have something to do with the relief 


of refugees 


from Bangladesh and consequent military 


opperations the commission went on to say ‘‘year after 
year Parliament is being presented with a fait accompli 
t Which te say the least is highly undesirable”. 


The first ever Government directive on austerity 
during 26 years of independence is the recently issued 8 
Point directive to her Cabinet colleagues by the Prime 
Minister Mrs. Indira Gandhi, based on the Union 
Cabinet’s decision on slashing down wasteful expenditure 
and to help create a climate of austerity. It makes the 


following suggestions : 


q) 


(2) 


(3) 


(4). 


Official entertainments should be modest and 
restricted only to visiting foreign dignateries 
of the rank of Minister or above; 

Use of staff cars should be confined to the 
minimum and to strictly official business and 
a cieling set on the petro] allowed for this 
purpose: 

STD facility should be barred on telephones 
except one or two telephones in the direct use 
of, Min sters. 


Travelon official account should be cut.down 


to ‘the barest minimum for essential. and 


unavoidable engagements, 


(5) Visits abroad should be heavily curtailed; 
GGO. MeriaiReehreukhdistagx poe damit. SeROLA BIS AGH 
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repairs of buildings and furnishings should be 
avoided; 
(7) The expenditure on contingency should b: 
reduced to the barest minimum and no pur 
chases on Government account made unles 
their essentiality is established after closed 
scrutiny; and 


(8) Austerity should be observed in the consum- 
ption of electricity both in normal use and on 
special occasions, 


The directive raises some very interesting questions. 
Were the Ministers previously free not to observe these 
normal rules of conduct expected of responsible members ` 
of a responsible Government? Whether any written 
instructions to this effect already existed or not ? Were the 
Ministers contravening these rules before ? If so, what step 


were taken to check them? If not, for what purpose W% 
this directive issued 2 


In any case the very fact that such a directive bad 
to be issued shows that such irragularities’ resulting is 
wasteful expenditure were common among the ministers- ii 
What effect this directive produces and how much KAA 
ful expenditure prevented remains to be seen. Muc 
ecnomy is not, however, expected even if the directive” 
sincerely and honestly implemented. It is not only 
Ministers alone that wasteful expenditure is being matt 
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the entire administration and the nation were having a 
wasteful spree and effective steps to enforce alround 
economy and nationwise austerity are the need of the 
hour. On official level waste is caused through misuse of 
official concessions, orivileges, Government vehicles, 
contingency grants ; misappropriation of Government 
funds, bogus claims for travelling and daily allowances, 
excessive expenditure on functions, ceremonies, inaugurat- 
ions, visits of V. I. Ps, burning of ‘ ‘Jayoties’’, burryipg 
of time capsules, issue of Tamara pattras, over staffing of 
administration, air conditioning of offices and residences, 
provision of subsidised rations and free education to the 
citizens of one lucky State etc. And on the peoples’ level, 
limitless expenditure and waste on marriages, other 
ceremonies, festivals, elections, construction of palacial 
buildings, use of expensive cars, luxry gadgets etc. 

While most of the above expenditure and misuse is 
such as should not be allowed even when there is no spccial 
need of national austerity, the other sould easily wait 
until the country is out of the woods, when even excessive 
expenditure made by the Government or the ihdividuals in 

- any shape or form, wiihin the country, will tend to help 
the poor directly or indirectly. 

Apart from the excessive wasteful expenditure on 


the part of the Government there is extensive waste going 


on in other forms. Thousands of bags of foodgrains, 
ectfully 


other stores are negl 
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destroyed and food wasted, 


. According to one estimate if 
all the food that is wasted 


in the country is saved, no one 
will die of hunger or Starve, whatever the population, 
The country should have observed 
austerity at-least during the fi 


if not throughout, 


Maximum possible 
tst 10 years of independence 


It. is, however, never too late for it, 
The Prime Minister’s recent directi 


welcome but the existing pitiable e 


the country demands a much , 
national austerity than 


ve though belated is 
conomic condition of 
wider and more effective 
it envisages, Some _ other follow 
up steps such as imposition of 


economy cuts also now seem 
to be underway, all thes 


© are much belated steps in the 
right direction. Much, however, depends on the imple- 


mentation of a policy than its formulation. It shouid be 


hoped that the Steps will result in Cutting down extra- 


vagence and increasing national savings to an appreciable 


extent*® and the Parliament will not be be “presented wilh 


a fait accompli’ year after year” any more as complained 


by the Public Aiccount Committee df the kok Sabha in its 
96th report. à HIFR 


* The country’s budget for the year 1974-75 bow 
ever has revealed no Such trend. The tota 


revenue disbursements have gone up by Rs. 453 


Crores over the revised estimates of the current 
year (1973-74) which are more than Rs 177 crores 
igher than the budget estimates despite the 


much advertised economy measures undertaken 
during the year. : ; 
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Politics 


Politics they say is a dirty game, but that is true of 


any game to some extent, much depends on the players or 


in the case of politics, on politicians. They can make the 
game dirty or clean as they like. Ina “democracy, how- 
ever politics cannot be left entirely to professional 
politicians. The public at large has to ‘keep touch with 
the day to day polities and keep its hold on it. Every 
voter should be able to decide for himself for whom to 
vote during elections, and why. He is likely to be misled 
by the ludicrous vote catching slogans set afloat, or 
influenced by corrupt practices followed, by parties or 
independent candidates, unless he keeps abreast with the 
political developments in the country. Governments ervants 
and even servicemen have, “therefore, to keep in touch 
with politics, without of course indulning actively'in it. 
Retired Government servants including Ex-servicemen are 


‘as free to take part in active politics as any other citizen. 


As foc myself, I was interested in politics since 
my childhood and was impressed by Mahatma Gandhi’s 
‘independence movement from the very begining. I was 
fortunate to have lived throughy the whole of the Gandhi 
era in India and watched his political and other activities, 
n service, froma respectable distance. 


inspite of being 1 
d number of greatmen from time 


India has produced a goo 
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to time, some saints and some politicians, but 
Gandhi was a saint and a politici 
and a real great man of his time. 


Mahatina 
an combined into one 
How he created fear. 
lessness and unity among the Indian people and finally 
made the mighty British to bow out of the country wasa 
wonderful feat. There is a difference between seeing a 
thing and reading its accounts, howeyr, complete, He was 
an appostle of truth and non-violence and believed in clean 
Politics. His elevation to the status of the Father of the 
nation, though smacking of an insult to the ancient Indian 
Nation was not without some justification, but it is a pity 
that those who elevated him to that sta us, began to ignore 
him during his life time and then completely forgot what 
he stood for, immidiately after his death. 


Earlier I had developed great respect for Gokble 
and Tilak but then I was too young to understand their 
activities. Since my childhood [I always prayed for the 
Success of the Congress movement for independence. 1 
had composed some Political verses when in eighth class. 
I was commissioned inthe State Army at the age of 


eighteen where the question of my taking any partin 
active politics did not arise. 


At our written examination for commission in 1924 
we were asked among other things to write on any one of 
the four or five given personalites including Mahatma 
Gandhi. Iwroteonhim. T was selected but the British 
Chief.ef the Staff of the State Army colonel Alexander 
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made a notein my record that I should be kept under 


watch. 

In December 1931 when I wasa Captain and wag on 
my way to Poona for a course, I visited, Mahatma 
Gandhi's Sabarmati Ashram at Ahmadabad and then saw 
him at Bombay, rturning form the Round Table Con- 
ference held in London. The train which carried me to 
Bombay arrived at Victoria Station, about an hour before 
Mahatma Gandhi was to arrive at the port. There was 
hardly any time for mc to get toa hotel, so I threw my 
luggage at a strangers place and rushed straight to the 
Port in a taxi. I was a bit too late. A couple of hundred 
yards short of the port I found a huge procession slow] 
advancing, headed by a few lorries full of Police. Į ae 
Posed off the taxi and looked for a vantage Point on 8 
side of the road from where to Watch the Procession ae 
have a good glimpse of Mahatma Gandhi. Both sides 
ef the road and all the house. tops were packed to Capa- 
city. I found a Victoria (a four wheeled One horsed 
Carriage) caught in the multitude on the roadside, and 
persuaded its driver to let me stand on its O rox the 
duratien of the procession. Soon I saw the Mahatma 
Standing with folded hands in an Open car Proceeding 


Slowely towards me, followed by hundreds of Othe 
r 


vehicles. 
In the afternoon Mahatma Gandhi addressed 
a 


Public meeting in the vast Azad maidan, attended b 
Millions of people including myself. He spoke in aa 
I 
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which I did not follow word by word but was able to get 
the gist, He criticized among other things, the Govern- 
ments action in having arrested Pt Nehru in India, while 
he (Mahatma Gandhi) was -on his way back from London. 
He callea it as the Viceroy’s Christamas gift to him. In 
the evening a meeting of the Congress working Ce 
was held. I was ‘among several people who waited oul- 
side i the building where the meeting was being ee 
considering how the challange thrown by the Government 
by arresting Pt. Nehru was to be met. Netaji Subash 
Chandra Bose leftthe mecting in an angry mood wher 
his proposal for immediate launching of Civil disobedi- 
ance movement was rejected by Mahatma Gandhi who 
wanted the date, time and method of launching the move- 
ment to be left to him. Towards the ead of the meeting y 
Mahatma Gandhi appeared on the balcony with folded / 
hands, flanked by two gas lamp bzarers and T 
to the waiting crowd outside, again in Gujrati. 
appologized for having kept them waiting for a long time 
but he explained that. a crucial meeting of the working 
Committe was in progress so it was not possible for him 
to come out. And he hurriedly returned to the meeting: 
It was usnal for Mahtma Gandhi to appear at reason’ | 
ble intervals before the crowds that always waited: outsid? 
his places of residence, meetings etc. 

I would: have seen more of Mahatma Gandhi 4? | 


his activities, had I not been due at Poona the following 
day. 
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With such an interest during service it was but 
natural for me to take greater interest in Politics after 
retirement. Unfortunately politics had become dirty by 
then in the real sense. There were a score of political 
parties, most of them. formed by the, Congress dissidents. 
Almost all the Congress leaders of the pre-independence: 
days had fallen apart. Some founded seperate political 
parties. The wiser ones although equally.discountented 
tried to maintain the semblence of unity. Subhash 
Chandra Bose had broken away. long ago and founded the 
Forward Block. Mahatma Gandhi the soul of the 
Congress, who-had advised:the dissolution of.the Congress 
after achievement of Independence, bad been:so much. by- 
Passed by the enthusiasts, that he had terminated even. 
his primary membership of the Cogress. Purshotam Dass 
Tandon. Acharya Kriplani, C. Rajgopal achari. former 
Congress presidents. and others had founded different 
parties, with very little ideological difference. Each party 
claiming to be more nationalist and socialist than the 
Others. Even the communists were unable to resist a 
split into two parties. One claiming to be more radical 
than the other but none disclaiming its extra-territorial 
loyalties. The only completely new political. party that 


came into existance after independence was Jan Sangh 


founded by Dr. Shyma Prasad Mukerji, a former 


Congressite. All these parties had one thing in common, 
the ideology of ‘self before service” with a diffrence only 
of degrees, The Jan. Sangh being the mest patriotic of all. 
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Some life in the one-party-dominated politics of the 
country but all eyes were on the Congress, on which fell 
the responsibility of setting an example of running a 
democracy and proving its worth. I refrained from join- 
ing one party or the other fully convinced that politics 
in India had nothing to do with the service of the peopl 
and that there was no party worth joining. Among the 
three parties that really counted, the Congress was too 
communal, with a communal blias for one particular 
community. The Communists had no faith in democracy 
apart from having extra territorial loyalities and Jao 


Sangh though had a greater national appeal was too rigid 
in theit approach. 


204 
The performance of smaller and newer parties created 


system of Government for the country. What demoeracy / 
actually means has not been accurately defined. Many 
definitions have been offered but they leave so many 
questions unanswered. Abraham Lincoln the greatest 
exponent of democracy has probably provided the most 
acceptable definition of it, as the “government of the 
people by the people, for the people”. This too is mor 
rhetoric than practicable. No system of government car 
be free from short comings, and a democratic system ' 
really worth havingif it can produce a Government 
according to Lincoln’s definition. Voltair the great 
philosopher has expressed his doubts by saying th! 


democracy is the best system of governament but people 
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must be Gods to work it. There has, however, to be some 

form of Government in every country and there is no 

reason why democracy should not be given a fair trial. 

If people cannot be Gods they can at-least be good 

juman beings. Even then democracy would be well worth 
í having. 

The “essentials of democracy cxplained here-after 
‘should not be beyond good human beings if they really 
have real faith in democracy. To have a government of the 
people for the people, by the people it was neither possib e 
‘nor desirable for all the people of a country to get to-gether 
and run their government. Some system by which their 
best representatives could be chosen had to be evolved. 
Adult franchise and the rule of the majority, though not 
entirely satisfactory for the purpose, was probably the 
best that could be dene in this direction. Who does not 
know that the world always had, now has, and will always 
bave, a great majority of fools, and a hundred fools do 
not make one wise man. In the case of adult franchise 
the so called fools are required to elect wise men to repre- 
sent them. These simple people whether educated or unedu- 


cated are unable to take independent decisions and can be 


exploited by cleverer persons 
slogans. The decent, intelligent citizens of integrity regard 


politics with contempt and stay away from it. This leaves 
the field open to, professional politicians and corruption 
and malad ministration follows. This problem of simple 
elector and the clever professional politician can only be 


by false promises and catchy 
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solved if Government is more interested in real democracy 
than sticking to power and the people understand their 
responsibilities fully. The intellectuals who decide to stay 
away from active politics for one reason or the other can 
render a useful service to the cause of democracy, by 
taking upon themselves the duty of educating the electo- 
rate before during and after the elections, and promotinga ¢ 
sense of personal responsibility and a sane public opinion 
among them. A democracy in which the individual shirks 
responsibilities for his share in Government cannot but 
result in disaster. 

Having accepted democracy as the most suited form 
of Government for the country it becomes incumbent on 
the Government as well as the people to-see. to'it ttia | 
nothing is done to tarnish its good name and everthing !$ \ 
done to prevent a disaster. € 

Democrscy is not just a theory. Itis:a system of 
Government with a powerful administrative machinery’ 
the unscruplous and determined manipulation:of whieh 
can lead to consequences which have nothing to do with 
the popular will, and no one knows this better than the 
people of India. 

Some common defects that kill democracy 4 | 
enumerated below. These can be eradicated only whe? 
both the Government and the People have full faith in the 
system and are determined ito work it scruplously. The 
defects are not as common among the older democracies 
like U. K. and U.S. A. as they are among the young 
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ones like India. Uncrupulousness starts with the census 
operations which are carried outevery ten years and on 
the basis of - figuers whereof, many requirements of demo- 
cracy are fulfilled. The figures obtained during each 
census although finally bear the signatures of the highest 
official, are actually collected by the junior most employees 
_who are not scruplous enough to be disinterested in 
inflating the figures of the communities to which thev 
belong. From the type of persons employed for the 
purpose it looks that even the’ Governments concerned 
connive at it. One is surprised to find at the end of every 
census operations that some particular communities grow 
out of proportion to their existing numbers. 
Next comes the delimitation of constituencies for 
the general election. This generally is done in a way that 
. suits the ruling party. Some large areas which are likely 
to vote for the opposition are split into parts which are 
joined with other “safe” constituencies. The electoral 
rolls are known to have contained hundreds of fictitious 
names, to enable the party in power which is in the best 
position to do so, to cast fictitious votes. The fact that 
these rolls are open to prior check by the voters does not 
prevent this malpractice. Firstly because these lists are 
not available in time and secondly -because the voters can 
locate the ommissions but not the additions, easily. 
During their election campaigns the parties cencer- 
ned, bank more on: their capacity for rousing the caste 
coms ciousness of the voters and spending money, than:the 


z 
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appeal of their idiologies, which as their election Mans 
festoes show do not much differ with each other, The 
communists swear by democracy and communalists by 
secularism. The lucky constituencies with ministers aş 
their candidates get money, amenities, even factories 
overnight for their mere asking: which is nothing but ` 


political bribery. 

Official influence and government machinery is 

made maximum possible use of, secretly, if not openly, 

Radio broadcasts do their best to create favourable 

atmosphere for the ruling party only and some foreign 

broadcasts also tow its line. Election expenses of the 

Candidates far exceed the fixed limit, and false returns alc 

submitted. The party in power which should have the leas! 

tight to convass, as it could well be judged from its past 

performance, in fact gets the maximum facilities for it. 

To serve the purposes of democracy best thret 

things are nost essential : 

(a) That only the best persons are elected as peoples 
representatives. 

(b) That the representatives who form the Government 
represent a majority of the c tizens. 

(c) That there is an effective opposition to keep ‘| 
majority Government under reasonable check. 

By best persons is meant persons known for theif 

conspicuous qualities of wisdom, integrity and leadersh'? 

With the exlsting tendency among most of such persons ” 

keep away from politics and the fighting of electioning % 
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party basis, the elected representatives of the people are 
not necessarily the best available, but this cannot probably 
be helped. 

No party which does not secure more than fifty per- 
cent of the total votes can forma government “of the 
peoples” or a government of the majority of the people. 
There are more peonle, though disunited, who oppose such 
a government, than those who support it. It is, therefore 
forall intents and purposes a minority government. It 
has to kecp on striving hard for wining more and more 
people to its side even by resort to political black-mail 
and bribery, of which defections from one party to the 
other,is just one result. 


As regards effective opposition, which is an essen- 
tial part of a. democratic system, the attitude of the ruling 
party should not be hostile, on the other hand it should 
be one of respect, Co-operation and encouragement. If that 
increases the stature of the opposition or even improves 


their. chances in future elections, it should cause no con- 


cern to the ruling party. as the ruling party may one day 
find itself in the opposition and in need of such an atti- 
tude, on.the part of the party then ruling, unless it is 
determined not to let that happen at any cost. For any 
party having firm faith in democracy, to haye interest in 
its own success and not of any party which people return 
to power through free and fair elections is-tantamount 
to negation of democracy, on the other hand a constant 
threat from an effeciive opposition of replacement, at 
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their first failure keeps the ruling party at their tenter 
hoocks and compells them, to improve their performance 
to the liking of the “people. This naturally serves th: 
interests of democracy better and should please all lovers 
of democracy including the ruling party. Highly stable 


Governments are apt to be dictatorial and more harm ` 


not that of the party is bound to be stable and need 
have no fears from even a strong opposition. Any 
ruling party that allows itself to over-look or violate the 
~ above principles of democracy certainly has no faith in 
the system. All that it cares for is power at all costs. 


than good results from them. In any case any Gover-¢ 
ment that devotes itself to the cause of the people and 


The interests of democracy are not necessarily 
served best by having a one party Government, partici- 
larly when the party that manages to form a Governme? 
represents only 40 to 45 per cent of the electorate, as the 
Congress party has always done since Independence, with 
the opposition parties between themselves always secur: 
ing more than fifty per cent. How much time, energy and 
money such a minority Government, which under ’ 


stange system of elections has managed to secure # 
overwhelming majority in the parliament, has to speni | 


from the press reports reproduced in a previous chapte 
Instead of feeling slighted at such a position this minot! 


its 

Government of a single party is bent upon imposing! 

will and policies (mostly imported) on the people callin 
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ita “wind of change, sweeping the country”’. If a system 
that makes it possible for a party representing only 45 
per cent of the totall electorate to secure overwhelming 
majority in the Parliament is also called democracy, 
then sooner it is got rid off the better. In a democracy 
worth the name no party should be allowed to forma 
Government untill it secures the support of more than 50 
percent of the total electorate. The system of proportio- 
nal represntation is one of the ways of ensuring fairness. 

How much interested to remain in power the Con- 
gress party has been even at the cost of democracy, can 
be seen from the manner in which they have riggled out 
of their commitments to the people made at the time of 
launching the final movement for getting rid of the foreign 
tule. The last para of the famous “Quit India” resolu- 
tion passed by the All India Congress Committee in 1942 
runs as following : 

“Lastly, whilst the A.I.C.C. has stated its own view 
of the future goverance under free India, the A.I.C.C. 
wishes to make it quite clear toall concerned that by 
embarking on mass strnggle it has no intention of gaining 
power for the Congress. The power when it comes will 


MESSE A O Ta a e nn a g 
oa e a e i 


belong to the whole people of India”. 
The people of India would do well to compare the 
party’s professions with its practices as Mr. Prank Anthony 


an independnt and nominated member of Parliament, 
did in his speech before the Indian Parliament, which was 


reported in the press as follows : 
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“Mr. Anthony referred to the three “gallopers” 
prices, unemployment and corruption which were the 
Creatures of a Goverument which had bogged down in 
the swamp of slogans and gimmicks, recalling that he 
had supported the Congress party in the last general 
election because he wanted to have a stable Government 
at the centre, Mr. Anthony asked the treasury benches 
what allibi would they offer now, that they had got an 
absolute majority in Parliament. The Government was 
looking for scapegoats to justify its numerous failures. 

Mr. Antheny asked the Food and Agriculture 
Minister Mr. Fakharudin Ali Ahmed, as to what had 
happened to his much trumpeted crash production 
Programmes ? Why was the Government taking refuge 
behind the failure of the monnsoon ? Was it not a period 


Government had not been able to spend for two years 
Rs. 50 crores allotted 


for crash employment relief 
programme, 


Mr. Anthony was not surprised at the failure of the 
Government because of the strange class character and 
composition of the ruling Party where you conld comè 
across a miscellany of people from gentlemen to hoodlums: 
non-violent people to Nazalities, grass eaters to beat 
eaters, card holding communists, crypto communists and 
unashamed defectors”. __ 

Mr. Anthony was specially harsh on the Ministefs 
who he said wore Khadi outside but wallowed in luxu!Y 
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and vulgar ostentations at home. “you are talking of 
Urban ceilings. But what would happen to those Ministers 
who live like princes in their luxurious bunglows”. 


Hypocracy and slogan-mongering were holding 
| back the country’s progress. You speak against black 
marketing but you are the biggest beneficiaries of it. 


Acynic has said that the Government does not want to 


demonetise the currency beeause it does not want to bs 


deprived of black money. I know as a lawyer, that the so 
called ceiling on election expenses is a bad joke. 

Mr. Anthony said the present economic crises was 
due to the fact that money supply was far in excess of the 
production of goods and services. He was not against 
the public sector, but its record had been one of mounting 
. losses, built in inefficiency and curruption. 


He predicted that the take over of the whoie sale 


trade in food grains would explode inthe face of the 


country because the administration had neither the effici- 
ency, integrity mor the required infrastructure for the job. 


The private sector was 4 dirty word with this Government 


and this sector which had a pool of technical and admi- 


nistrative talent was slowly receding. 
“The country” Mr. Anthony warned, has reached 


the end of its endurance. From Ministers to contractors 
everyone is busy feathering his nests. The «Garibi Hatao” 
slogan has become a symbol of mockery, increasing 
pauperisation and starvation”. 
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The increasing Soviet interference in our country’s 
politics has made matters worse. While our aim during 
Pt. Nehru’s leadership was to bring about a “soceity”, 
It is now pure and simple socialism of the Soviet brand, 
without which the Indo-Soviet treaty of peace and friend- 
ship has no chances of working. Since India is now 
dependent on the U.S.S.R. for almost everything, 
nothing that does not tally with the latters policies 
could be attempted in this country. Without incurring 
the risk of having the supplies discontinued. 

The Soviet interference during Indian elections is 
already well known, but a glaring case of this inter- 
ference in India’s internal politics was their invitation 
toan official delegation from India and at the same 
time to a non-official one of the Communist Party of 
India to the 50th anniversary of the founding of the 
Soviet Union, a State function, held at the Kremlinin 
December 1972. The heads of both the delegations from 
India, who attended in response to the invitation were 
also invited to address those present at the function, 
and they both delivered divergent messages. While vice- 
President Mr. G. S. Pathak who led the official delegation 
emphasised the Soviet friendship and help and described 
the gap between the developing and the developed nations 
as a symbol of exploitaton of man b 
be ended, Mr. S. A. Dange Chairman of the C.P I. who 
led the ‘unofficial delegation spoke directly on India’s 
internal politics. of the unaccomplished revolution and 
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wanted Soviet aid to Indta to be ‘effective’ in this regard. 


This has been taken by many ia India to be a test 


of the limits of tolerance on the part of the Govenrment 


to Mascow’s direct interest in India’s Internal politics. 
The Indian people and the Government would do well to 
and follow a policy of improving 


stay clear of all isms 
ng all that is good from every- 


the lot of the people, taki 
including this country’s traditional values. 


t is implied in it is not a monoply of any 


where 
Socialism or wha 
ncept enshrined even in vedas, the Rig Veda 
to be precise. This was claimed by Brahmasri Sastra 
Ratnam Veda Vidyacharya K.N.M. Dawkarn Namboo- 
dripad at the All India Veda: convention at New Delhi. 
But as Shri Namboodripad has said, this concept needs 
spritual grounding and consciousness which include high : 
moral values, to follow. The present system of education 
produce ftlie right kind of 
this system to be 


ism. It is a co 


according to him is not fit to 
men, watever the ism. He wanted 
throughly reformed. é 

There is nothing very much wrong with the systems. 


Quite opposing systems are flourishing in different coun- 


tries. It is the people behind the system that matter and 


unless the standard of morality is raised to the required 


Jevel po system is going to work. 


CC-0. Nanaji Deshmukh Library, BJP, Jammu. Digitized by eGangotri 


National Integration 


While the Government of India 
talking of national integration, 
to achieve jt except making le 


is never tired of 


aders of divergent: views 
meet once ina while and then disperse. On the other 


hand they have contributed a lot towards n 


ational disin- 
tergation, 


The creation of linguistic States was the first 
big step toward a permanent national disintegration. 
This gave rise ‘to a sense of oneness among the pr oples of 
Seperate linguistic Tegions, namely States, and pushed 
the feeling of oneness of the people of India as a whole 


between the States, which began to look at everyting from 
a regional instead of a national point of view. It almost 
became compulsory for the Centre to maintain a balance 
between these States when alloting funds and industries 
and making appointments to Services, even if by doing 50, 
national intersts were Sacrificed. If.a bridge was cons- 
tructed in one State across a river, it-had to be construc- 
tedin the other States also e 
to be dismentalled. If a cement factory was started in 
one State where necessary raw material was available, 
One each had to be Started in other States, even if the ra™ 
materiai was to be brought from uneconomical] distance 


to the background. This also generated a sense of = 


"a 
ven if the existing ones had 
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andsoon. The State of affairs is hardly conducive to 
national integration. 

Just as a common language created a sense of unity 
among the people of linguistic States, a common Indian 
language for the whole of the country would have done 
the same among the people of the country as a whole. But 
lingustic regionalism, which unfortunately preceeded the 
half hearted measures taken for the adoption of Hindi as 
a common language of the country as provided in the 
constitution, scored over nationalism and some States 
opposed the idea. Thus the chances of bringing about 
national integration through the greatest uniting force i.e. 
ua common language, are lost fora long time to come, 
if not for ever. Even in China, where the Government has 
atits disposal many “other means” to ensure national 


~ integration, when millions of muslims of Sinkiang province 


were asked to change from Arabic to Chiness script, the 
Governor of Sinking, himself a Muslim, described this 
“language re-form scheme” as an important move towards 
Strengthening unification of the Chinese motherland. 

The adoption of a Civil Code only for Hindus and 
not a common civil code for the entire nation, amounts 
to the recognition of there being more than one nations 
in the country which is highly detrimental to the concept 
of national integration. It also created unnecessary jeal- 
ously between those who are bound by a civil code which 
interferes with their ‘religion and those who are being 
Tepeatedly assured that fhe Government has no intention 
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of interfering with their religious matters by forcing g 
common or separate civil code on them. If forcing a civil 
cade is an interference with religion, as it surely is, the 
forcing of the Hindu Civil Code on Hindus is not less so, 
Jt is in contravention of article 25 of the Indian Consti- 
tution which guarantees religious freedom. Merely by 
naming the code as Hindu code, no one could be decxived 
to believe-that the Hindus asked for it or that it was even 
otherwise enacted with their consent. The members of 
Parlisment-with Hindu names, who voted in favour of.the 
Hindu Code Bill could.not. be,taken as representatives of 
‘Hindus .as they had not been returned to Parliament 
purely.on Hindu votes, not had they received any special 
mandate from Hindus to represent them. Same is the east ( 
with Muslim . members of Pariament and even if all of 
them vote for the adoption of some civil code for Muslims 
or a common civil code for the entire nation, it will not 
amount to getting consent of the Muslims, unless they 
receive special mandate from the Muslims for the purpose. 
Education is just another thing which could hav 
largely helped national integration if it had been identical 
throughout the country. A unform .syllabus containing 
among other things, everything worthy of promoting , 
national integration would have been an ideal instrumet! 
for inculcating a feeling of oneness of the entire counttys 
among all concerned. Keeping of this subject with the 
States has done noticeable damage to the cause of nation?! 


j : o sect? 
integration. Apart from layin subject 
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of regional importance the States do not care to give due 
share to matters of national importance. Not even to 
national heros who did not belong to their region. Even 
national history taught in State Schools is destorted to suit 
regional aspirations. 

Education is a sure mean of implementing national 

A integration and the sooner the Centre takes over this 
subject the better. 

Apart from the above anti-integration attitude, the 
favouritism shown by the Government to one or the other 
community instead of treating everyone alike as required 
by the constitution, is also sowing seeds of national dis- 
integration, which have actually started growing in the 
form of demands for separate residental areas and even 
Districts on communal basis. One cannot be sure that 

} similar demands for separate States and even homelands 
will not follow. Already some States with majorities of 
favoured communities are enjoying a special status. 

The hatred for ancient Indian culture and history, 
and lack of regard not only for the past national heros 
who distinguished. themselves in resisting the country’s 
invaders, but also for. the heros.of the national indepen- 
dence movement, the father of the nation, the national 

; flag, the national anthem and Bande Matram on the part 
Of the members of a particular community is affecting the 
Concept of national integration rather badly. 

A realisation of a.common nationality by all citizens 

is a must for national integration’ and acommon culture 
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and common history is necessary to create that realisation, 
A common nationaiity has to be willingly accepted by 
all nationals of the country whatever their religion and 
it cannot be imposed either by the Government or by other 
people on those who do not believe in one nation theory. | 
Itcan, however, be encouraged. Only those who really 
willingly accept a common nationality have the right to 
enjoy, the privileges and rights of the citizens guaranteed 
by the constitution and it is only when all citizens unhesi- 
tatingly accept it that complete national integration 
prevails. 

Even among those nationals whose willing accepi- 
ance of common nationality and loyalty to the new or 
ancient Indian nation is beyond any doubt, internal rift 
is being engineered, or encouraged between castes and 
classes. A sense of rivalry is being created or atleast not 
discouraged between men and women, younger and older 
generation, tenants and landlords, industrialists and 
workers, the rich and the poor and so on, Surely these are 
not the ways of achieving national integration. 

A nation always has common interests, common 
friends and common enemies irrespective of what religious 


groups it is composed of. If a part of the notion has 


different interests from the rest of the nation or the in-4 ; 
terests of the Goveinment are different from those of !t 
people, tbe national integration is bound to be i! 
jeopardy. Luckily, during the October Arab-Israel wa! 
the sympathies of both the Gouernment and the India? 
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Muslims wege with the Arabs but unfortunately for diffe- 
rent reasons. While the Government's sympathy was 
bassed on the considerations of justice which demands 
the return of Arab teritories captured by Israel during 
1967 war, the sympathies of the Indian Muslims, who 
displayed great enthusiasm than the rest of the Indian 
nation by taking out processions and offering prayers for the 
victory of Arabs, were with the Arabs on the grounds of 
religious affinity: The fate of national integration depends on 
where will their sympathies lie, if, God forbid, India goes 
to war against any Arab orfor that matter, a Muslim 
country. If the attitude of the Muslims of Tezpur during 
the 1962 attack of the Chifiése, ‘who were neither muslims 
nor even pro-Muslims within their own country, was 
any guide, God save the Indian National Integration. 


Unless a complete union of hearts, an unqualified 
acceptance of one nation theory, the placing of national 
interests above regional or communal interests and the 
feeling of sinking or swimming together are accompli- 
shed, the belief that the country always stands united 
like a rockin the face of foreign aggression is going to 
badly deceive the nation at some really crucial moment. 


The nation must learn a lesson from history of the 
long and recent past. This country has suffered sufficient- 
ly enough from lack of integration to repeat the folly. 


National integration is too jmportant and delicate a sub- 


ject to play with. No chance can be taken with new 
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(rialand error methods, Anything that comes in the way. 
of national integration must be-ruthlessely and effectively 
done. away with. And anything that promotes national 
integration must be unreluctantly followed : 


No attempts’on the parts of tho advocates of auto? 


nomous States: to weeken the Centre, must be-allowed'to' 
succeed. A strong Centre is the surest guarantee: of 
national integration and must: be preserved at-all costs. 
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The Riots 


Rioting has unfortunately become a part of Indian 
life. The incidence of rioting has increased manyfold after 
independence. According to one estimate “there has 
been more Government violence during the 26 years of 
independence than in twice as many years preceding it, 
including Jallianwala massacre”. This gives an idea of how 
many- riots there must have been. Apart from heavy Joss 
of human lives, colossal loss of public property has 
occurred. This national loss from riots is said to be more 
than what the country gained from economic progress. 

All protests and agitations, communal, industrial, 
political or academic meant to be peaceful generally end 
in riots. Why. is it so? Incompetency and lack of imparti- 
ality and firmness on the part of the Government and tack 
of control in the later stages on the part of the organizers 
of agaitations are the chief causes. 

All agitations begin under the pretext of some 
grievances, genuine or fake. In almost all cases the Gover- 
nment receives sufficient warning of brewing trouble either 
direct from the people concerned or through its own 
agencies. But the Government pays no heed either before 
the agitation actually begins or until it takes a violent 
turn. Government machinery then swings into action to 
suppress violence which results in deaths and injuries om 


account of latbi charges, retaliated by stone pelting and 
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inċendiarism replied by shooting. Some arrests are made 
which make it imperative for the agitators to intensify 
their struggle to have those arrested released. When 
violence reaches its peak and several people on both sides 
lose their lives or limbs and public property worth millions 
of rupees destroyed, the Government promptly expresses 
its preparedness for talks. These talks flatly refused by 
the Government in almost all such cases, in the begining, 
then take place. All demands of the agitators are met 
including the release of all those arrested. An odd insigni- 
ficant demand is, however, rejected to save the Govern- 
ment’s prestige and the prevailing impression’ that the 
Government only understands the language of violence is 
confirmed. 
All this bappens even in cases where the Govern- 
ment has already thoroughly discussed with the sponsors 4 
of the agitation and told them of its inability to accept 
their unreasonable demands. The intensity of the agitation, 
political pressure, national or iaternational on ethos of demo” 


and decides to uphold just principles impartially, ! 


i 


cracy finally drive the Government to compromise with them 
Even when the Government does not succumb to pie 


keenness to avoid bloodshed does not permit it to a 
firm, little realizing that firm attitude even if it results” 
in some bloodshed initially prevents much bloodsbed in 
the long run. 
In a democracy, the Government should always b° 
earnestly eager to listen to the grievance of the people, 
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even, of those not belonging to the ruling party and occa- 
sions for peaceful much less violent agitations should 
not arise. Bloodshed should be altogether out of question, 
but if inspite of sincere efforts of the Government the 
agitators are bent upon mischief for reasons best known 
only to themselves, no good Government can shirk its 
responsibility and leave the agitators free to do what they 
like. Tt has to deal with them firmly though without any 
vindictiveness or giving any provocation, and using mini- 
mum force necessary. In the case of agitations against 
the Government, the uuprotected public property, parti- 
cularly Government transport vehicles give the mischief 
mongers their first provocation. Public property should, 
therefore, be weil guarded and Government vehicles kept 
off the road. Unnecessary show of foice need not be made 
such as positioning of large detachments of Police, teed 


` up for battle, at prominent places. Section 144 should be 


promulgated only when violence is feared and when its 
enforcement is seriously meant. Stoning of the Police by 
the mob should not be retaliated by stoning, but by more 
effective methods. If the police do not have powers or 
ability to control the situation effectively, it will largely 


help if the Police is altogether withdrawn and the army 


called to the aid of civil power well in time. It is the 
Army’s impartiality, non-involvement in politics and 
firmness . of attitude, that creates confidence 
among the public. and prevents violence even without 
resort to shooting, otherwise whea working in aid to civil 
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power, they do not have more powers than the ar 
police on similar duty, med 


In a democratic set up, while peaceful demonstra- 
tions even for removing the Government are not objection- 
able, violence of any type has no place. The Government 
must on their part, pay to the genuine grievances of the | 
people, the attention they deserve and do everything 
possible to remove them. Having done that sincerely, - 
impartially and honestly, all acts of violence, under any 
pretext, must be put down with a heavy hand even if the 
pressure of events that follow require the Government to 
finally resign on that account. 

No where is the Government’s sincerity, honesty 
and impartiality more important than before, during and 
after, disturbances of a communal nature, violent oF 
otherwise. These disturbances are of a contagious nature, 
and do not leave even the neighbouring countries unaffe; 
cted. Any disturbances created by one community against 
the other are bound to invite retaliation which can be 
more serious. Prevention of retaliation is as important as 
prevention of original disturbances. To allow 
ariginal disturbances to go un-noticed and swing 
into action only at the time of retaliation, amounts 
to partiality and creates lack of confidence in the Govern- 
ment among the community that suffered from the original. 
disturbances which could be pre-planned. If the original 
disturbances come too suddenly to be prevented, a judicial 
probe must be held to find out their causes and to puri’? 
the guilty. The thrower of “the first pebble” is mol’ 


J 
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onsible than the thrower of a rock in retalisation 

It is not always possible to locate individual 
responsibility during mob violence, nor is it desireable for 
the prevention of repitition of such violence, to let the 
culprits to go scotfree. Modern methods have made it 
possible to a great extent to identify ring leaders, stone 
throwers, fire setters and other active rioters. Cameras 
capable of taking clear Photos from long distances and 
arrangements for spraying special irremovable colours at 
distant mobs, makes such identification quite simple. 
Where individual responsibility is not possible to locate 
inspite of everything, law provides collective fines or 
posting of punitive police at the cost of miscreants. This 
has the possibility of making a few innocent suffer along- 
with the many guilty, but it cannot be helped. By a 
thorough investigation such a possibility cam be very much 


reduced or even eliminated if those desirous of staying 
nt agitations, when such are feared, report 


|resp 


away from viole 
to the Police before hand. 


The colective and punitive fine imposed on the orga- 


nisers of agitations that end in violence should be equal 


to the value of tbe public property destroyed plus the 
y the Government in putting down 
paid to the injured or the 
d the institutions concerned 


- expenditure incurred b 
tiots and the compensation 
killed, The organisations an 


should -remain banned or clo 
the fine is paid. In the case of educational institutions 


the fing, will probably have to be paidihyst negate ig 
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Cannot grudge it as they either did mot chec 
or were unable to do so, 

The violent disturbances in Srinagar followed 
by similar disturbanees in Jammu, during ‘summer 
1973 contain some lessons both for the Govern- 


ment and the'students to learn and desrve a careful study. | 
The details are as follows : ; 


k their wards 


Tae Principal sf the Government College for 
Women, Srinagar found it necessary to change the name 
of the College to Jawahar Lal Nehru Memorial Govera- 


ment Women’s College. The approval of the Chief 
Minister was obtained. 
politics these days, this 
ness, 


Since there is nothing free from 
very simple name changing busi- 
Which would not have been noticed by many, was ; 
given a political colour by inviting Sheikh Abdullah to 
inaugurate the name changing function. Sheikh Abdullah’s 
Pollitical opponents naturally entered the fray and not 
only took to violence for preventing the function but 
also shouted pro-Pak, pro-Bhuttoo and anti-India slogans. 
Pro-Indian girl students were beaten and one of them lost 
her ‘eges. The ‘Government ‘as usual ‘took no notice of 
this unpatriotic hooliganism (which ‘later took’a: commu- A 
nal turn) and even gave up the indea of changing thes} 
name ata Public function. 

The girl students ‘of Government Women’s College 
Jammu took out a procession to protest against beating 


of girl students at Srinagar and the Government’s failure 


l ilty. : . of N de! eges 
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also then took up the cause. Alithey asked for was a 
judicial probe into the Srinagar incident and the punish- 
ing of the guilty. They sought a neeting with the State 
Chief Minister. who had by then moved to Jammu, which 
was refused. Instead they are said to have been lathi- 
charged. The students then went on a rampage. 

If the guilty students in Srinagar had been taken 
to task or the Chief Minister had descended from his ivory 
tower and met the students, things would have been much 
different. The change of name of the College although 
not so necessary, was not so wrong a to deserve aban- 
donment of the. function altogether under pressure from 
communal or unpatriotic elements. A‘Collegeand a stadium 
in Jammu have been named. after Maulana Azad and a 
colony after Bakhshi Gulam Mohammed ibut the people 
of Jammu did not as much as make a mention of it as 
being something‘abnormal. The whole of this name chan- 
ging affair which resulted in violence in Srinagar and 
counter violence in Jammu was the result of an ill concei- 
ved idea having been half hearted by implimented. 

Any communal unpatriotic act committed in 
Kashmir valley is bound to have its reaction in Jammu if 

not in-the whole.of the country. The.case in question was 

on-exception. Unfortunately the national leadership of the 
country is either too slow to rise to the occa- 
sion or believes in-closing its.eyes to complicated problems. 
This leaves the field “open to the students. No -doabt, 


future leaders -of the country, but they 
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must not be made to lose faith in the present national 
leaders too who were Once students and future leaders like 
them. As students they have so many of their own pro- 
blems, some academic and some of employment and it 
will be in their own interest to confine their activities to 
these subjects only and work hard at their studies, to 
“Prepare themselves well for the hard competition in life, 
ahead of them. They will have ample time to serve the 
nation in due course, the way they wish. If however 
Some of them feel an unsatiable urge to serve the country 
through polities at an early age, the right course is 
equally open to them. They should be able to popula- 
rise themselves in their constituencies and fight elections 
if over 2] years of age, jnst as a student leader did in 
Tamil Nadu to defeat Mr. Kamraj in the elections. Those 
who are below 21 can either wait untill they reach this 
age orif they do not mind to neglect their studies can 
fight, of Course, peacefully for the reduction of voting age 
to 18 years and there iso reason way that should not 
be conceded. 

Whether the national Problems are solved by slow- 
to-act national leaders or quick-to-act students, ‘these 
must be solved promptly and peacefully and without 'des- 
troying public Propertly. Closing eyes to the national 
problems, eraten those connected with the loyalty 


to the country, Will be highly disaterous. Disloyalty to 
the country is treason of the Worst type and needs to be 


treated ds such. Starvation can be tolerated. but. aot 
CC-0. Nanaji Deshmukh Library, BJP, Jammu. Digitized by eGang 


ee E E N 


231 


disloyalty to the country on the part of any citizen or a 
group of citizens. 

Kashmir is either a part of India or it is not, it 
cannot be both. Ifitis a part of India—as it actually 
is by virtue of Maharaja’s accesion whether supported 
by Abdullah or not—it must be so treated and without 
impunity. offers of plebiscite cannot stay for ever, in any 
case not, when the other party refused to fulfil the con- 
ditions laid down for it by the Security council and instead 
preferred to settle the problem through war. Now when 
the issue has been settled not only by methods amounting 
to plebiscite but also by three wars, any more talk of 
a plebiscite.or the State being a disputed territory must 
end once and for all and a sense of loyalty to the country 
which is the first requisite of any country’s citszenship 
irrespective of personal views of any citizen must be-en- 
forced, among those who may be still: in doubt about it. 

Ifthe Simla agreement, from which Mr. Bhuttoo 
now claims his freedom to incite the people of Kashmir, 
him this freedom, through his own twisted interpre- 
tation, it also gives India freedom to treat Kashmir as a 
part of India and the assurance too, that Pakistan will 
‘never go to war with India on that account. Moreover, 
this freedom if there, is for Pakistan and not for cttizens 
of Kashmir which is a part of India.-Here is what the rele- 
yant clause of the Simla agreement reads : 
“Tn Jammu and Kashmir, the line of control resul- 
he ceasefire of December 17, 1971 shall be 


gives 


ting from t 
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respected by both sides without prejudice 


to the recogni. 
sed position of either side’. 


This clause only assured Pakistan that its recogniseg 
Position on Kashmir will not be Prejudiced on account of 
this agreement if any mutual 


talks for the Settlement of 
this 


issue take place at some future date, but it does not 
give Pakistan’ freedom to incite the People of Kashmir, 
In any case, according to Mr. Bhuttoo’s Same interpreta- 
tion, India too is free to treat Kashmir 
Even Sheikh Abdullah. 
leader of Kashmir, 


as its integral part. 
the one time recognised 
after recently making a few somer- 
Saults has again recognised the reality of accession of 
the State to India. There being no doubt now as never 
before, even among other nations ‘of the world, 
about the State being an integral part of India, any act 
of disloyalty to the country or its constitution on the part |' 
of any citizen of the country, including Jammu and | 
Kashmir must be dealt with Srmly, as all acts of treason 
must always be. 

The State and Central Governments must take this 
sacred and most important of all their duties upon them- 
selves and not leave it to political leaders, national oF 
regional or to the Students. If the Government unfortu- 
nately fails to do so, the leaders and the people including _£ 


the students have to perform their national duties 
without, of course, resorting to Violence. 
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The Other Point of View 


_ What has been said in the preceeding chapters about 
he leadership of the country is directed towards the 
ollective leadership and not individual. But what is true 
bf collective leadership is true of individuals constituting 
that leadership. If the going is good the credit goes to the 
rntire leadership, though the leader at the head can justly 
claim a major share. Similarly when things go wrong the 
blame goes to the collective leadership in the same propor- 
tion. It is for the head of the Government, therefore, 
to gracefully accept the bouquets and brickbats as the 
case may be. During the Indo-Pak War of 1971 and little 
before and after it, until the Simla Conference Prime 
Minister Mrs. Indira Gandhi was riding the wave. She 
received bouquets, never received by any Indian leader 
since Independence, including one from the author in his 
book “Political Conspiracies of Kashmir.” Now when the 
country is facing a grave political, moral and economic 
crisis, she cannot escape her share of brickbats. However, 
even under the present infavourable circumstances, she is 
nòt without her admirers many of these are of course 
those who would ‘admire anyone in authority. Her 
ministers and other Government,officials are perhaps duty 
bound to defend her and themselves. And therefore, their 
speeches and comments often made,. in season or out of 
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sea on, to meet the pubiie criticism are not worth quoting 
in defence of the present leadership. In such speeches they 
confess the failures, but Jay the blame on the opposition 
parties, the vested interests or the people themselves 
Whether it is a question of rising prices, corruption or 
black marketing, they have only one thing to say that the 
Government alone cannot do much unless the peopl 
themselves do some thing about it. 


In fairness to the leadership however, some views | 


of the zealous supporters of the leadership or even of the 
leaders themselves, as expressed by them When interviewed 


é 


by the Editor of the Illustrated Weekly of India, Dr. | 
Khushwant Singh and published in the issue of the Weekly | 


dated 19th August 1973, ace reproduced below :— 
Explaining why year 1973 has been the most difficult 


year for India since independence, Prime Minister My 


Indira Gandhi herself had to say this :— 


“Well some of the causes are pretty obvious, Thet 
was the enormous expenditure i in 1971, because of Bangle 
desh, first on the refugees and then on defence. That wa 


followed by an exceptionally bad drought. in 1972 which 
gave rise to acute food and power shortages. Along. with 


all this there has been world wide inflation, prices eve"). 


where are soaring, In fact our steel prices are lower that. 
in other places. _ The Price rise is, of course, partly, ral 
and partly psychological. Once there is arise in prices 
everybody wants to ‘put up the rates of everything. 5 

~ The other problem is that instead of people getti™? 
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together to meet a very genuine crisis some want merely 
totake advantage of difficulties by making the utmost 
demands, This naturally aggravates the situation. We have 
had to bear the burden of relief programmes in our 
drought affected States. It was really a gigantic task. 
I do not think any country in the world has ever under- 
taken anything like it. It involved 180 million people... 
it was difficult, it involved hardships nevertheless we were 
able to get through. 

In order to meet the food shortages, we have impor- 
ted foodgrains but only marginally 2h million tons, whereas 
in 1965-67* we practically had to be bailed out by the 
imports of food. It was a state of collapsé then. ` 

We are also trying to reduce ‘Government expendi- 
ture. We -have succeeded to some extent, especially on non 
plan expenditure, But the difficulty lies in the fact that so 
many items which do not seem essential for instance 
buildings and roads, if curtailed affect employment. So 


we have to have a sort of balance.. What is very 


essential is to meet the constant Eren of higher wages. 

I would like, to say that inspite ‘of these extremely 
difficult, problems the economic situation is not desperate. 
Our exports are better—I shall only call ita silver lining. 
And the foreign exchange position inspite of food purch- 
ases abroad is also.. eene I will say encouraging.” 


*Why she choose to quote’ 
the later years should be quite obvious. 
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Mr. Y. B. Chavan almost repeated the causes Stated | 
by Mrs. Indira Gandhi and added “We have been through 
“unusually difficult times, but neither the breaches of law 
and order nor the extent of corruption have in any way 
been more than in the other years” inadvertantly confessing 


that all other years of independence had been unusually 
difficult. 


D. P. DHAR 


“The question is not who we can have instead of 
Mrs. Gandhi, but what is the alternative to the policies 
she stands for. The alternative would mean a retreat from 
democratic socialism, from the concept of national self- 
reliance and the ideal of secularism. But what if she has 
failed in her pursuit of these objectives, her critics ask 
Does one judge a mass movement against injustice on the 


basis of temporary set backs caused by factors beyosep 
human control ?” 
Y. B. CHAVAN 

h 


“Despite the trials and tribulations through wbic 
the country has been passing. Mrs. Gandhi is handling 
the critical situation with consummate tact and ability: 
She continues to enjoy the full confidence of her pat!) 
and even today she, more than any other leader has they 
people with her. E 

: Hence because of temporary hardships, if anyone 
thinks there should be change in the Prime MinistershiP, 
then all I can say is that he is living in a paradise of H" 
own which has nothing to do with reality.”. 
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SHEIKH ABDULLAH 
“To my knowledge there is no one better than she 


as Prime Minister. Despite my differences with her, I 
must say that all the other leaders are unequal to the task. 
They have been tried in different spheres and have been 
found wanting. Of course, Morarji Desai and the others 
of the opposition will not agree. But what else do you 
expect them to say? I feel India has no other choice’’. 
RAJNI PATEL 

“I cannot think of any other leadership that cau 
command, the mass sanction that this Government has. 
The present leadership has proved its mettle in times of 
grave crisis. 

Mrs. Gandhi more than any leader in 25 years has 
shown the capacity and the willingness to articulate the 
aspirations of the people. She has Implemented far rea- 
ching measures in the face of stiff opposition from vested 
interests. No other leader had the courage to nationalize 
the banks. No other leader would have had the vision to 
take the right decision over Bangladesh”. 

KRISHAN CHANDER 
«Garibi Hatao” is not meant to be a “quick cure”. 
a long term policy capable of being fulfilled not in 


It is 
two or twenty years, but may be in fifty years. 
Mrs. Gandhi is not likely to stay in power that long, but 


at present she is indispensable. 
It is wrong tO blame! her for all our ills. The 


current difficulties are not caused by the ADO a 
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single in Jividual. They are inherent in the System of a 
mixed economy, in our brutalised beaurocracy and in 


our sham democracy, which tilts towards the rich. She 
alone can deliver the goods”. 


RAFIQ ZAKARIA 


**Mrs. Gandhi’s leadership was. the direct result of 
the political crises that India faced on the event of .the 
split inthe Congress in 1969. To overcome it a leader 
With vision was required. The old. bosses had ruined the 
entire structure, tremendous -courage and imagination 
were needed to reubild it. Mrs. Gandhi like a legendary 
heroine of the Past, hit at them hard and galvanised the 
whole nation. In the first three years, she accomplished 
much, including the liberation of Bangladesh. The after- 
math, due to the war with Pakistan and widespread 
drought, has created an unprecedented economic malaise. 
But if any One can cure it, itis .Mrs. Gandhi. She.has 
guts, foresight, certain amount of. heeessary ruthlessness 
and the knack to take-the tight..decision at the right 
moment without compromising on fundamentals. : She is 
a -hard bolted realist. who is never. ruffled by temporary 


setbacks. Events in the -past have. proved that she is at 
her best when Pushed to the wall. 


“The. opposition. is a Hotch-potch of opposites. 
They are impotent to Provide an:.alternative. : She is our 
only hope”. 
Views of personalities Opposed to Mrs. Gandhi 
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like Morarji Desai (Cong. 0) Atal Behari Bajpayee and 
L. K. Advani (Jan sangh) Minoo Masani (Liberal 
Swatantra) Jyoti Basu (CPM) and Madhu Limaye 
(Socialist) published in the same issue of the Illustrated 
Weekly of India have been purposely omitted to confine 
this chapter to the “other point of view” only, as its 
heading shows. That is why no comments on the views 
above have been made. It will however, be no deviation 
from this aim if notice is taken of the confession though 
indirect, of the existing crisis in India, by almost all the 
supporters of the present leadership. One or the other 
expression like «unusually difficult times,’ “temporary 
set back,” “‘critical situation, ‘‘grave crises,” the cur- 
rent difficulties and economic malaise” has been used by 
all of them to desribe the existing conditions in the 
country. Mrs. Gandhi herself has called it “a very 
genuine crisis’, Only they have every body other than 
themselves to blame. 

The above views of the leadership have not been 
reproduced here-to escape the charge of being one sided. 
The idea simply was to avail of something which became 
readily available in a compiled form, for ready reference. 
The Jeadership’s case isin no need of highlighting as it 

being overstated by them through the press, 
Television and other propaganda media 
better and is some cases exclusive 


is already 
Platform, Radio, 
to which they have 


access. 
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The Way Out 


It is all very well to find faults and run a Govern 
-Ment down. Particularly in a democr 


acy which guarantees 
freedom of expression. The oppositi 


on parties live on it, 
as they have to, for if they did not see faults in the ruling 


Party, they would not be in the opposition. Opposition 
is a necessary requisite of democracy and it is for it to 


See that the Goverment does not go astray. This cannot 
be done Without criticism 


Of course, to be healthy, 
to criticise the Governmen 
this is where democracy sc 
The Congress has 
years. No other democra 
perhaps, had a better Oppo 
any other Government, 
achievements to 
Whole has ] 
political and 


of the Government which has, 
People too have as much right 
t as they hava to praise it, and 
Ores over other systems. 

been in power for twenty six 
tic Government in the world, 
rtunlty to make a mark. Like 
this Government too has a few 
its credit but its performance on the 
anded the country in a grave moral, social, 
economic multi-crisis, No amount of criticism 
by the opposition Parties and the public has been able 
to prevent this sorry State of’affairs. A question that now “ 
arises is, should the people be Content with mere criti- 
cism, mild or Severe? If not, what else can they do? 
Before this question is answered, it is necessary to look ' 
into the cause that brought about the multi-crisis and 


ilo tri 
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then see, What to do to remove them. When the British 
left, the field was left ‘open to the Indian leaders. They 
were good oraters, impressive leaders of people, excellent 
nonviolent freedom fighters under, of course, the able 
leadership of Mahatma Gandhi. But very few of them 
had the admlnistrative experience. Moreover, the new 
Government of India composed of such leaders lacked 
the support of a majority of the people as proved in all 
Gencral Elections. Most of its time, money and energy 
was -spent in improving its political base by fair and 
unfair means. The Government did not consider itself 
the Government of the country but only of the ruling 
party. All favours were extended to members of the 
party and politicians fully interfered with the administr- 
tion. This resulted in nepotism, mal- administration, 
corruption, failure of law and order and then chaos. 
Black-marketeers, profiteers, tax evaders and the ruling 
party thrived on each other. To prevent the disunited 
majority from offering a united opposition, class, 
caste, community and sex conciousness was promoted 
litical defections rewarded. And to prevent the 
ana ng consistiog Of princes and socialists, capita- 
ruling party nee communalists and secularists, from 
plist and ed to conflicting ideologies aod pulls, empty 
breaking UP Peak Pe anil judiciary was undermined. 
roti non-violent Ashcka’s Violent Lions, 
t Congress joined hands with violent Naxa- 
Itural, religious structure of the Indian 


slogans were 
True to its embl 
the non-Violent 

lites, , Social, cu 
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Society and traditional way of life with all its values were 


asus This cet moral degradation and completed | 
the existing multi-crisis. The Government which has | 
landed the country, or failed to Prevent it from landing | 
insuch an awefull mess, cannot escape responsibility for | 
it and deserves to be removed, : 

Some people are talking of a bloody revolution as 

an antidote to the existing multi-crisis. The members of 
the Government themselves are throwing hints at the 
possibility of a bloody revolution in case the people 
do not support the Government policies. The people 
think a revolution alone can teach the Government a 
lesson. Buta revolution, if at all it comes, will neither 
help. the people, nor this Government. It will help only 
those who do not believe in democracy and who have no | 
_ chances of ever coming into power through the ballot, 
They have their roots in foreign countries and depend 
completely on the foreign financial, political and moral 
support. All they need for their success is chaotic con- 
ditions, which they strive hard to create, They do not 
believe in any constitution, fundamental rights. law 
courts and justice but firmly believe in their guns. They 
do not mind being multi-millionaires themselves but at 
deadly against others having even lesser wealth. Th°Y\ 
do not navoi enough capacity to earn the hard way them: 
Sona oe mee 
stood as ra a Teta, ba 
IS opposite of democtê 
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put do not mind posing as lovers of the latter, ‘for 
stabing it in the back. 
In India they began byc 
Indian. National Congress as 
Congress Socialist Party as “the Jast reserve of bourgeois 
society” but after meeting with complete failure in their 
confrontation’ with them, particularly in the Talengana 
area of the erstwhile: State of Hydrabad, they changed 
their policy of confrontation withthe Congress leadership. 


into that: of co-operation On As 
a results: Mr. Mohan Kumara 


numberof his comrades joined the Congress: ` 
Pandit Nehru, ‘though a socialist himself did not 


believe. im any particular foreign brand. He called his 
own brandas “<Socialistic pattern of: society” and went 
‘.abead ‘with its He wanted to bring socialism but by 
The Gommunists in the Congress 
h'it but Nehru was too tuff a guy 
for themto-be moulded completely to: their own idiology- 
In Indira:Gandbi however they found: their opportunity 
of a life ‘time, particularly when she was “badly in need 
of their! support tO get rid of her. senior colleagues who 
o act as het yes-men. American intran- 
try at the mercy of U.S.S R. and 
r a` complete take over by the 
Communists. All they now: peed is that somebody should 
revolution; they can look after the rest. What 
n follow, the people of Communist countries know 


alling the leadership of the 
“bourgeois” and of the 


advice from Moscow. 
mangalam and a large 


democratic means.” 
were not very bapPy wit 


were. in no mood t 
this coun 
ajs. now: sët fo 
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better. An inkling of it was contained in Mr. Kumar- 
mangalam’s statement in defence of the Government’s 
decison to supersede three Supreme Court Judges and the 
Congress President, Mr. Shankar Dayal Sharma speech at 
the Intuc Union at Bombay. While the former said that the 
Government wanted a Chief Justice “who would help in 
ending the confrontation between the judiciary and 
Parliament, one who would appreciate the wind of change 
sweeping the country and one wha will help us in the 
court”, and the latter said that wo 


tkers properly orga- 
. a . . e 
nised could intimidate 


Judges into, giving favourable 
verdicts in industrial disputes. If this does not amount 
to preaching anarcy, what else does ? 


When a constitution is framed, it-lays down among 


things the responsibilities and powers of the 
Government and the Parliament. If these were to include 
powers ‘to violate the constitution, 
having a constitution at’ all. 


Other 


there was no point in 
To ensure that the 
Parliament or the Government do not, advertantly or inad- 
vertantly violate the Constitution, 
constitution is given to the Judiciary with an indepcndant 
status. The Judiciary, however, does not prevent the 
Parliameut from amending the Constitution to the extent 
permitted by the constitution itself. The constitution 
can thus be amended by the Parliament but not violated. 
It is for the Parliament to “appreciate the wind of change 


sweeping the country” and amend the constitution accor- 


_dingly and for the Judiciary to see that the amendments 
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made by the Parliament to move with “the wind of 
change” whether real or imaginery, do not violate ‘the 
‘constitution. If the Parliament is left free to violate the 
constitution instead of first amending and then acting 
onit, there is no point in having the Constitution at all. 
Similarly if the Parliament is left free to decide its2lf 
whether by any of its acjions it has actually violated 
‘the constitution or not, there is no need of having a 
judiciary. The Parliament could itself make laws and 
then violate or follow them at will. Since it expects the 
‘courts to end “confrontation” between itself and Judi- 
‘Clary instead of doing it themselves, it naturally wants 
all the verdicts of.:the courts to be given in its favour. 
The Parliament can in that case take upon itself the func- 
tion of the judiciary as well. It can then be the plaintiff, 
| ‘the defendent and the Judge itself. How would a demo- 
cracy which tolerates such a situation, differ from totali- 
‘tarianism or communism? Jo any case 
forward towards what the Communists finally want to 
| achieve. A revolution in, any shape and form and under 
lany pretext whatsoever is sure to foster their sinister 
designs and is not therefore, the answer. 

| : Having opted for democracy yith all its advantages 
i and disadvantages the nation must strive to Solve all its 
| problems democratically; but the whole democratic PILOSES 
| teyolves round an independent judiciary. With vigorous 


attempts on the part of th 
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independence -of judiciary and turn it into its stooge, 
doubts naturally arise if the Government will permit the 
people to take even. democreatic. steps that aim at its 
removal and replacement and whether the judiciary can 
come to their rescue, As a matter of fact any Government 
with faith in democracy, should never be a party to its 
destruction but even if the Government. is selfish enough < 
to do so, the judiciary in India with its fine traditions 
built up by the British can still be relied upon for a long 
time to come inspite of all that the Government is doing 
to tame it. The recent judgement of the Orrissa High Court 
in the case of a writ petitlon filed by 74 MLAs challanging 
the validity of President’s rule in the State, amply confirms 
this view. While dismissing the petition onthe ground 
that the President’s satisfaction under article 356 was not 
subject to judicial review, the Chief Justice criticised or 
Orissa Governor for not having called the leader of the 


opposition, who claimed the support of the majority to 
form the ministry. “Even assuming” the court said” that 
the Governor wanted to test the exact support, he should 
have called upon the leader of the opposition to test his 


strength in the house itself when it was in session”. The 


judgement of the court is an example of complete imparti- 
ality of the judiciary.’ Inspite: of having found cleat | 
infringement of democratic conventions on the part of the ) 
Governor the Court dismissed: :the ‘wrlt® petition: because 
of the correctinterpretation oft the consitution;Phose! who 
accused the judiciary of creating confrontation with 
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Parliament ‘will do well to note that all that the judiciary 
is interested in is the correct interpretation of the consti- 
tution and the law and not in“any particular trend or 
trends “sweeping” the whole country or parts of it. - The 
judiciary in India has all along upheld its fine traditions 
of independence, integrity and soundness of -judgement. 
‘The resignations of three superseded Judges of the Supreme 
court and the resentment “expressed: by the people,’ parti- 
cularly by the Bar Association’ over the Government 
attempt to undermine the independence of the:judiciary, 
have sufficiently warned the Government against making 
any further attempts of this kind, but iftthese' are still 
made, the people must do all ‘they can to’ thwart them. 
There need not, therefore, be any fears about the judiciary’s 
role in upholding democratic principles according to the 


“constitution. 

The fear, if any is fro 
ment where, by some ‘strange manipulation, the ruling 
party which represents only 44 per cent of the total 
s secured overwhelming’ majority. and the 
parties who. among them: have- secured more 
than fifty per cent’ yotes’ are nowhere to “be:seen. Avy 
amendments of the constitution made by the 2/3rd majority 
even ‘though constitutionally 


m'the unrepresentative  Parlia- 


opposition 


valid ‘is snot ‘in ‘accordance’ with the ‘wind of change 


sweeping the country’ 
44 per cent secured by the ruling party 20 percent are 
those who would’ vote witb any- Government for person} 
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benefits, 10 percent those who vote under Goverment 
influence and only 10 to 14 percent who vote for the 
party’s idiologies”. The first essential, therefore, is to 
ensure that a country with democratic set up is not ruled 
by a party that does not secure aleast 51 per cent votes. 
This needs an amendment of the Constitutiou which the 
present ruling party ir not likely to support, although no, 
party with firm faith in democracy should object to any- 
thing that improves the democratic system existing in the 
country. 

Those who talk of a Military Coup have perhaps 
no idea, why, when and how, it is accomplished. Under 
the conditions prevailing in India, it is neither possible 
nor desireable. 

It is imperative, therefore, to bring about the. 
change of the Government only by democratic Means 4 
however, imperfect these May be in this country. A great 
majority of people agree on this point but some people 
people seriously ask, “who will replace’ them ?” This is 
just like “After Nehru, who 2?” and only shows a defeatist 
mentality. Any party which the electorate chooses to 
return to power can replace them and create equal confu- 
sion, if not less. A repiacement is, therefore, worth giving 
a trial and the electorate must make up its mind to do se-— 
The people in. the -States where Congress Governments do 
not exist will not be of losers, nor will the people of India as 
a whole be the losers, by replacing the Government at the 
Centre. The difference in the States, however, is that where 
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o patty is able to form a Government, President’s rule 
senforced. But the Constitution does not provide for the 
Yresident’s rule at the. Centre, even if no party is ina 
sition to form a Government. The Government, even if 
tloses the confidence of the majority, has to continue 
intil it is replaced by another party. Any number of 
elections can be held for the purpose. Some party or 
loalation of parties has to replace them, Given the will to 
lo, there is nothing difficult for the clectorate to achieve. 
A coalation will not be an ideal thing to wish for, but the 
ery thought of a possible replacement, even by a coala- 
ion and even fora short time, would bring any ruling 
Jarty to its senses and would shake it out of its incompet- 
mce and lethargy. Even if it returns to power soon after 
ts replacement, it will return much wiser. 

- Any efforts to remove an incompetent and corrupt 
minority Government, whether successful or unsuccessful, 
jannot go invain, and repeated efforts are bound to end 
n success. There is no reason, why the aím should not be 


democratic effort, after 
ichieved in the first determined 


boroughly educating those people, who are inadvertantly 


mining the country by siding with the present ruling party 
‘or petty selfish ends. Removal alone will serve the purpose. 
Replacement is sure to follow. When death suddenly 
temoved Pt. Nehru from the scene, his replacement DG 
anted no difficulty nor did it create any void. A determined 


and united effort is the only thinkable and feasible remedy 
2 - 4 ji 


for the badly ailing nation. 
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Lesson From U. P. 


The elections to the U. P, Legialative Assembly have 
been just over. They have given the electorate one great 
lesson that inspite of there being an overwhelming majority 
against the ruling party, it is not easy to defeat them. The. 
Government has money, means and influence which the. 
opposition has not. There are ao holds barred for the 
former to win the elections, and unless and until the, 
opposition makes a joint selfless, concerted and deter- 
mined effort, it is impossible to remove the Congress 
Government in the foreseeable future. The congress has 
so throughly mastered the technique of winning the elec“ | 
tions even without popular support that it has become 
doubful whether even a joint effort by a great majority 
which opposes it, can succeed at allin dislodging it from 
power, through the ballot. | 

The State of Uttar Pradesh (U. P.) with an area of | 
2.94364 sq. kms. and a population of about nine crores 
(9,00,00,000) is a miniature India. With the people bitter | 
as never before, the chances of the defeat of the ruling. 
party were never so bright as during the February. 
elections. But thanks to the selfish approach of the oppo- | 
sitions parties and thc Independants and the usual tricks | 
of the ruling party, the number of seats won by the latter 
were much more than they had themselves expected. They 


CC-0. Nanaji Deshmukh Library, BJP, Jammu. Digitized by eGangotri 


| aroused a degree of passion 


| took a continous electio 


"251 


even faired better than in the last tə elections. 

The reasons were not far to seek. The Hindustan 
Times, while attributing the success of the Congress to 
the fragmentatiou of the opposition vote and the absence 
ofareal alternative has come forward with a piece of 
valuable advice. It says “The Congress might also ponder 
lits electoral tactics which have not been examplary, its 
“Golden Shower” in the weeks immediately preceding the 
‘poll was a questionable piece of electioneering, the 


‘economic consequences of which will remain to plague 


‘the new government......- va. The blatant use of I. A. F. 


helicopters for electionecring by the Prime Minister is 
‘again something that must be greatly deplored, it is an 


| fe ` pi ” 
| unfair practice even if nota corrupt one”. 


mood of people, the Cong: 


, 


~ Fully aware of tbe angry 
ress Government at the Centre went all out to win the 
U. P. elections, ignoring all norms, even by Indian stand- 
ards ‘of secularism, morality and fairness, and thus 
unsurpassable in any previous 
elections all over the country. The Prime Minister under- 
ntour, without calling it so, and 
d was breath-taking and exciting 
for some, it was disturbing for others. She laid foundation 
stone after foundation stone and performed inauguration 
after inauguration of projects some within and others 
outside the plan: The Central and the State Goverments 
{steps to ensure the victory of the 


also took a number.: a fier the Government's decisi 
olls a ent's Ision 

ruling party at the P 
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to hold elections was announced.: Some of them were as 
follows :— 


Oct, 


N 


The Prime Minister laid the foundation stone 

of the Mathura refinery. Í 
Oct, 22. Prime Minister laid the foundation stone of 

ITI switching equipment factory at Rae Bareli, 
(Rs. 20 crores). She‘also inaugurated eiai 
ction of a 21 km.: Chitauni-Bagaha Meter | 
Gauge rail link in Deoria district (Rs. 6.4 
crores). | 


Oct. 24. Aligarh Muslim Uniyersity statutes were amen- | 


ded much against the Governments previous. 
stand. i | 
Noy. 4. Government announced scheme to subsidise l 
employment of educated Harijans/Adivasis in, 
Industria] Estates in ten districts. Rs. 7 lakhs | 
grants announced for scholarships in 1973-74 to | 
dependants of Goldsmiths affected bya deceade | 
old Gold control rule. | 
Nov. 6. All non-continuous: power industry was allo- | 
wed to operate double shift. All new electricity | 
connections banned since Feb. 1973 were 
Sanctioned upto 75 ‘kw. load. Restrictions _, 
were lifted on Sanctioning power connections | 
Nov. 8. The Congress Government of the State, earlier 
substituted by the President’s rule on account 
of its ‘inability to function, was revived with 
Mr. Bahuguna as Chief Minister. 


a 
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Nov. 9. 


Nov. 13. 
Nov. 14. 


Nov. 16. 


Nov. 17. 


Nov. 18. 


Nov. 21. 


Nov. 23. 


Nov. -247 
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LoS) 


Rural power supply was first increased ro 12 
hours per day and thén to 18 hours, from 
Nov. 12. 

Aligarh communal riot cases were withdrawn. 
Chief Minister directed filling of short fall in 
quotas reserved for scheduled castes and tribes 
in Government services. 

Government announced November 30, as 
target date for the appointment of 4,000 urdu 
teachers in the Primary schools. 

Prime ‘Minister inagurated HAL Accessories 
Plant at Lucknow. 

Prime Minister laid foundation stone of 
Printing machinary plant at’ Unnan (Rs. 3 
crores} ahd a bridge over the Jamuna at 
Kalpi (Rs: ten crores). 

Chief Minister announced Centres’ sanction 
for 8 Public Sector spinning mills (Rs. 20 
crores), five sugar mills’ (Rs. 21°25 crores) and 
¢xpansion of the State owned Balla cement 
plant in Mirzapur District. 

Representation ‘of: Scheduled: castes/tribes in 
the cadre of police constables was increased so 
as to fill 50% of the existing 2500 vacancies 
from these categories. 

‘Sugar prices “were raised from: Rs. 11:25 per 
quintal to Rs. 12.25 in eastern U: P. and from 
Rs. 12.25 to 13.25 in western U. P. Licences 
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were granted for new cane crushers. 

6,00,000 State Government employees were 
given D. A. at central rates (Rs. 9.46 crores). 
About 80,000 private primary school teachers 
were given Government scales (Rs. 3 crores). 
Prime Minister laid foundation of Kishangarb 
canal scheme on the Jamuna in Fatehpur 
District (Rs. 1 08 crores). ° ^ 

Payment of old age pension to over 10,000 
persons was arranged. 

Wheat ration was doubled in KAVAL towns 
and industria] and Labour centres and increa- 
sed by one killo elsewhere. i 

Prime Minister inaugurated construction of 
the 149 km Shahdata-Saharanpur broad Gauge 
Railway Project at Khekra (Rs. 17.5 crores). 
Prime Minister also laid foundation-stone of 
: road bridge across the Ganga at Hardwar. 
A Centre’s non-plan loan of 4.5 crores to meet 
50% of the expenditure on Selected Ganga 
bridges at Hardwar, Farukhabad and Mirza- 
Pur was announced. 
Dec. 3 U. Ps Minister of State . for 


Dec. 1. 


Dec, 


N- 


Home Affairs 
Mr. Gopi Nath Dixit was reported as stating 


tbat all District Collectors had been ordered 
to distribute surplus lands to Harijans by 
Dec: 31. 


Dec. 7. The Chief Minister announced that 459) of all 
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vacencies existing in Government Departments 
until March 1974 shall be reserved for schedu- 
led castes and 50% for scheduled tribes. 

Dec. 23. The U.P. Government extended the above 
policy to KAVAL Corporations. 

Dec. 24 An announcement for reclaimation of 800 
hectares of waste land in U. P. was made by 
the Chairman State Farms Corporation. 

Jan. «1. All State employees with 3 years continued 

. service were made permanent. ` All State 

‘Government’ employees except class 1 officers 
were giveu D. A. at Central rates. (Rs. 24.45 
crores): House rent allowance was also 
liberalised. ` 

Subsidy to small scale industries for purchuse 
af generators was doubled subject to a ceiling 
of Rs. 5 lakhs for turbo sets. Interest on laan 
of Rs. 87.5 lakhs from the Agricultural 
Refinance Corporation for horticulture in the 
pill areas was also to be subsided. 


All employees of the Council of sports were to be 


treated as Government Servents. 7 
Ban on practice by Doctors in Government Service 


-practicing allowance for non-practic- 
from 33 percent to 50 per cent subject 


was lifted and non 


ing posts was raised 
to a ceiling of Rs. 600/-. l 
Jan 4 Aligarh Muslim Uaiversity student leaders 


detained under Maintenance of Interlal 
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Security Act following violent agitationts were 
released, 

Electric supply to new Ore furances was 
increased from seven days to ten days per 
month. 

Prime Miniter inaugurated Bharat Electronics 
Ltd. Plant at Ghaziabad. State Government 
announced plans to set up a bank to advance 
loans to cane growers and to new sugar 
factories. U.P, Land Development Bank was 
to advance loans to smali farmers at rates 
lower than those charged to large farmers, 
Brassware Development Corporation was to 
be set up with an authorised capital of Rs. 
one crore to assist. this industry in Moradabad 
and Leather Development Corporation at 
Agra. 

Prime Minister laid Foundation Stone of two 
Textile Mills of U.P. Textile Corporation at 
Sandila and Barabanki. Prime Minister also 
inaugurated the Sarda Barrage in Kheri 
Distristict. 

Prime Minister inaugurated 92 km. Rampur- 
Hardwar broad gauge rail link (Rs. 11 crores); 
-operative 
Sugar Mill at Kaimganj, of bridges over the 


Jamuna at Banda (Rs. 3 Crores)! and at Ken 
(Rs. l crore), of a: transformer. plant ‘of the 
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Bharat Heavy Electricals Ltd, (Rs.415 {crores} 
and U.P. Textile Corporation spinning mill at 
hansi. She also inaugurated the Patha drinking 
water supply scheme at Karvi (Rs. 2 crores). 
The Central Government sanctioned Rs. 6 
crores for “‘some important roads in U.P,” at 
the behest of the Minister of Shipping Mr. 
Kamla pati Tripathi “who pointed out the 
urgency of these roads” to the Union Finance 
Minister. 


Prime Minister, laid the foundation or inau- 
gurated, a Co-operative Sugar Mill at 
Harduaganj, the 220 MW thermal plant 
expansion Harduaganj, the Ganga bridge at 
Daranagar, the Rs. 4.82 crores Haripura dam 
in Nainital district and the Rs. 5 crores 
Moradabad-Ramnagar meter gauge rail 
conversion to broad gauge. 


Prime Minister laid the foundation of the 470 
MW nuclear power plant at Narora. 


Kashi Vidya Peeth was declared a full fledged 
State University. 

Prime Minister laid founation stones of a 
co-operative Sugar Mill at Sathion (Azamgarh) 
and a new Agricultural University for eastern 


U.P. in Faizabad. She also dedicated State 
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owned spinning mills at Akbarpur and Man 
Nath Bhajan, 


Jan. 16. The Prime Minister, laid foundations/inaugra- 


ted, work ona Rs. 75 lakhs Varanasi railway 
terminal remodelling scheme: the Ganga road 
bridge at Ramnagar; a dairy plant at Varanasi 
the Rs. 117 crores IEFCO Co-op. fertiliser 
plant at Phulpur; a Sugar Mill at Basra 
(Ballia); a mini-steel plant at Halabga 
(Ballia) ; the Dalla cement factory expansion : 
the Rs. 5.6 crore Sone pump canal Projection | | 
Mirzapur; and the 1000 MW Obra thermal | 
station. An ordinance was issued to establish, 
a U.P. Higher Education Grants. Commission. 
Jan. 20. State Government by an ordinance created an ! 
Advocate’s Walfare Fund with a capital of 
Rs. 33 lakhs under which Rs. 5,000 were 
payable to dependants of Advocates who died | | 
before the age of 60. The funda was primarily | 
to be used for the Advocate group insurance | | 


scheme for the benefit of about 20,000 
Advocates. 


Jan. 22. The U. P. Government ordered relaxation of 


Procedure, for conversion of temporary posis— 
into permanent Posts, for the year and making 


permanent of all temporary Posts in existence — 
Jan. 1, 1971. 


Jan. 28. State Labour Minister awarded Rs. 46 per 
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month wage increase to 40,000 mill worker in 
Kanpur with effect from Jan. L. 
Jan. 29. State Government announced an adhoc pay 
hike of Rs. 10/- per month ‘to 2,86,000 Primary 
School teachers under Basic ‘Education Board, 
with effect from Feb. 1 (Rs. 3.5 crores 
| annually). 
Feb. © 1. State ‘Small Industries Minister 
stone of Rs 3.5:crores State-owned spinning 
i millat Kashipur, Nainital District. 
Feb, 2. State- Government sanctioned Rs. 100 per 
montb:pay riseto teachers, including Principals 
of private degree and-post graduate Collegi 4; 
to be adjusted against scales to be announced 
by the Union Government on the recommenda- 
tions of the U.G.C. 
In .addition to tbe above t 


laid foundation 


he revived Congress 


State with Mr. Bahuguna as Chief 
fsteps tO «ameliorate the lot 


lof the people”’. dical field alone, 31 Joint 


| Director’s posts, 93 special grade posts and 311 seaior 
| scale posts were created.. Scholarships to scheduled castes 
cand scheduled tribes students in classes 6to 10 were 
| doubled. Minimum wages of 5.4 million farm workers 
\ were raised and agricultural workers at dairies, bee 
keeping centres and poultry farms were brought under 

Act. Some awards and decisions in favour 


| Minimum Wages 
of sugar, Tannery, glass bangles, engineering and private 
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printing press workers were given effect to. Workers in 
cotton, woolen and jute mills who were jobles wer; 
made entitled to a ‘disappointment allowance’, 

Eartier political Pensions were sanctioned to al 
“freedom fighters” (meaning Congress) who qualified fo: 
it by Jan. 31, 1974, About 50,000 freedom fighters whi 
did not so qualify were promised letter of appreciatiol 
and identity cards entitling them to the medical facilitie, 
as class I. Goyeanment officers, i 

A significant improvement was made in the availa 

ity and distribution of civil supplies. The State’) 
kerosine allotment went up from 29,000 tonnes to 58,00( 
: tons a month and kerosene was also de-controlled. Thi 
cement allotment of 1.78 million tons was in Novembe! 
increased by a million tons. Orders were issued to issu J 
cement permits liberally. Supply of fertiliser cu 
vanaspati, levy sugar, tyres and slack coal also improved. 
All this and much more, described by Hindustan Times 

as “‘Golden Shower” can only be called an “unfair” and 
not a “corrupt” practice in legal terms. It cannot, there: 
fore be prevented under law, but snch practices whether 


unfair or corrupt in law are quite obviously deterimental 
to fair elections. 


bi! 


Any Government having faith in democracy would 
refrain from indulging in any thing that is likely to tranis 
the fair name of democray. Elections have recently been 
held in U. K. almost at the same time as in U. P. The 
Conservative Government of Mr. Heath could surely have 
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saved his Government by wooing the striking Coal Miners, 
but not only he refused to attempt any such thing but he 
also did not stoop so low as to indulge in any unfair 
practice. He preferred quitting gracefully to clinging dis- 
gracefully. Whether the Congress Government puts its 
tail up for having indulged in such unfair practices Or 
hangs its bead, is better left to tbem. As far 
as the people are concerned, they should be prepared for 
even more unfair practices in the future elections and 
must at the same time set their own house in order. Why 
after al] should the Government be able to always mislead 
the electorate by such tactics, once he decides to vote 
aginst it ? Inagurations and foundation Stones of benefi- 
cial enterprises are welcome, whether they come at the 
eve of elections Of before but just as the Government 
always denies that these fair or unfair practices have 
anything to do with elections, the electorate alsobas no obli- 
gation, because of them, to vote for the Government, if he 
does not otherwise 30 desire. The real cause of opposition’s 
failure inspite of overwhelming support and highly 
favourable conditions lies somewhere else.: It is selfishness 
and lack of unity among the opposition parties and a vast 
number of independants that have deprived them of a 
good chance of doing some useful service to the people. 
Even if they cannot agree ona common programme or 
even if they have no programme different to that of the 
ess Government, defeating a corrupt and inefficient 


Congt ee 
if for nothing else, atleast for putting it wise 


Government, 
CC- z 3 
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for the next time, is by itself.a commendable programme, 
The opposition parties had learnt bitter lessons before 
and have now again learnt a lesson of their-life but they 
always forget these lessons before the next elections come. 
If they do not unite -now and do not avoid fragmentation 
of their votes for -one single ,purpose.of defeating the 
congress Government at all costs, they can never win. 
Just imagine 4026 candidates belonging to more than ten 
political parties and lacluding 1516 independants contest- 
ing 424 seats. If this is not political immaturity, what 
else is ? : 

Even if itis not Possible for the opposition to agece 
cn anything else, they.can .at least unite forthe achieve- 
ment of just One.thing i. e. to enda system which not only 
enables apolitical] party peacing only 32% of votes, (as 
in U.P.) to Capture Over 50% seats: but also Permits this 
Party fepresenting a small minority to even form a 
Government in the Name of democracy. 


If 68 per cent of electorate, enjoying adult 
franchise oppose a Government, it can stay on only 
at the cost of democracy. The people have, ‘therefore, 
every right to prevent the format 
Government Which does not Teprese 
of the electorate. This cannot, 
amending the constitution and 


ion of or remove a 
nt atleast SO per cent 
“however, be done without 


the constitution cannot be 
. amended without ‘Temoving the Government. It is under 


these circumstances ‘that ithe people have Started looking 
for new avenues for the expression of Popular will, such 
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as the movement which has come to be known asthe 
“Gujrat type” agitation. There should be“ no objection 
in a democratic system to a majority’ of people requesting 
or persuading a mivority to-abide by’ the wishes of the 
majority without ‘however’ any use of force under any 
circumstances.: 

Anything that tends to improve the existing demo-’ 
cracy should be the concern of all politicians whether“ 
belonging to opposition or the ruling party unless coming 
and clinging to power is the only aim of their lives. Un- 
fortunately most of our politicians believe in politics of 
power and. not of service. How S. Ramkrishnan has 
recently described them in his brief but yaluable article 
published in the Bbavan’s journal dated March 3, 1974 
will interest many. He says 1— = 

«Most politicians of our times have come to connote 
a bunch of self-seeking go-getters, punch-drunk pugilists. 


People of twisted tongues and cold hearts. Alas Dr. 
finition that “Politics is the best 


Johnson's classical de 
is getting affirmations in our 


refuge of the scoundral” 
sacred land t00 ! 


«In the hallows of their unclean palms they seek to 


hold the sole control of economic power, demagogic 
ll oiled vechicle of unceasing propa- 


machinations and we 
ally or oligarchically controlled 


ganda through plutocratic 
press and other powerful mass media. 


Naked force, coupled with cunning and fraud 
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unscruplous unholy hatch-potch alliances with unprinci- 
plled factions and groups and false promises and unaba- 
shed alibis to hoodwink the masses, have become the main 
methods of capturing and clinging to power. 

The creed of the majority of our politicians has 
become; disturbance is the best way to peace, hatred to 
love and fraud to sincerity; that vilification and vindicti- 
veness are short-cuts to Power-grab and power-retention. 
“Who then shall guard the guardians Quis custodict ipsos 
custodes ? f 

This dangerous situation raises the momontous 
question of our time; Can the vital task of regulating the 


“life, liberty and pursuit of happiness” of the 550 millions 
of our people be left to the sole, exclussive ministrations 


of the magnates of monoply Power-professional 
Politicians ? 
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Two of tħe letters exchanged between President 
tajindera Prasad and Prime Minister, Jawahar Lal Nehru 
ver the Hindn Code Bill are peproduced below: 

. Prime Minister to President. 
| New Delhi 
September 15, 195] 


Ay dear Mr. President 

I have received today your letter of the 15th 
eptember and with it your note on the Hindu Code Bill. 
have read this note with care. As desired by you, I shall 
lace it before the Cabinet. The legal and constitutional 
Uestions you raise are important. In the last paragraph 
f your note you have mentioned that it may be necessary 
or you to inform Parliament of your view point. You 
Iso refer to your right to examine the bill on its merits 
vhen it is passed by Parliament before giving your assent 
o it. ns 

These are serious matters of great constitutional 


mportance. They might involve a conflict between the 


resident on the on yom j 
-arliament on the other. They would inevitably raise the 


on of the President’s authority and powers to chall- 
of Government and of Parliament. The 
d obviously be serious. ‘ 


e side and the Government and the 


juesti 
inge the decision 
‘opsequences Woul 
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[ would not wish to say much on this subject except 
that, in our view, the President has no poweror authority 
to go against the will of Parliament in regard to a bill 
that’ has been well considered by it and passed. The whole 
conception of constitutional Government is against any 
exercise by the President of any such authority. 

You have been good enough to mention to me, on 
several occassions, your disapproval of the Hindu Code 
Bill. I pointed out on such occasions that’the Government 
had given the most earnest consideration to the principles 
under-lying this biil and were fully committed to them. 
This is not a new measure and it has been before the 
country for a number of years. There has been a very 
great deal of discussion and argument about it. outside 
and inside the Parliament. It has already been discussed 


in the earlier stages at great length. There have been many | 


informal committees and noted public men, representing 
various View points, have been consulted. As a result of 
such consultations, major changes have been fmade in the 
bill. The object aimed at was to reduce controversy to a 
large extent and to give as large a measure of approval to 
the bill as possible. 

“The question of the competence of the present 
parliament to enact such a measure was raised in Parlia- 
ment itself and after much discussion, the Speaker gave i 
a ruling on the subject. The various grounds mentioned 
in paragraph I of your note were considered by Parliament 
and a decision taken thereon. It is hardly open to anyone, 
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even the President, to challenge that decision. Otherwise 
the question would arise as to whether Parliament is tbe 
supreme legislative authority in their country oF not”. 
«You refer to the revolutionary change contempla- 
ted by the Bill. The Bill is now in the opinion of many, 
a very moderate measure of social reform with very little, 
if any, of revolution about it. Indeed it is very largely a 


f the existing law. In this codification even 
It was 


codification 0 
custom has often‘been accepted as guiding factor. 
felt strongly by large number of people, of varying opini- 
ons, that some such codification was necessary to bring 
formity in the law”. 
s have been introduced but tbey 
can hardly be called far reaching. Jndeed many of those 
_ persons who stood stongly in favour of this Bill are 
severely disappointed at it because of its very moderate 
character. The changes suggested are generally recognised 
by thinking people the world over as desirable and as 
being in consonance with modern conditions and the spirit 
of the times- Indeed as you have pointed out yourself 
some of those changes have already been jntroduced in 


No one to my knowledge, has called them 
nor has there been any 


some certainty and uni 
“Certain change 


various States. 
3 revolutionary cha 


marked re-action against tbem. 3 
It is true that when apy social or economic changes 


sed in an existing structurte of saciety, there are 
Jements Which are strongly in favour of 
posed to them very strongly. No reform 


nges there, 


are propo 
always some © 
them and some op 
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can take place if this Oposition is considered to bean 
adequate bar to change. The mere fact of long established 
Static conditions can hardly be considered an argument 


for no change, even though facts otherwise warrant it. 


“I hardly think that it is correct to say that public 
Opinion is Overwhelmingly against the proposed measure. 
Parliament is Supposed to represent public opinion in this 
and other matters, and even’ apart from this there has 
been a very widespread expression .of opinion in the 
country in favour of the bill. 

“As I informed you, in’ view of the heavy business 
before the house and the short time at our disposal before 
the session ends, we have decided to concentrate on 
passing as a Seperate measure part II of the bill, viz, that 


dealing with marriage and divorce. I doubt if we will et 


` . . . . 2 | 
any further in this during this session. We hope, however 


to enact this part of the Bill as a seperate Act before the 
Session concludes. 


Yours sincerly, 


Jawahar Lal Nehru 
Dr. Rajindra Prasad replied as follows ;-. | 


= 
RASHTRAPATI NIWAS 
_SIMLA. | 
18th Sept. 1951 ] 


“My Dear Prime Minister, 


« Ihave received your letter of the 15th September 
1951 in reply to mine of the Same date regarding the 
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Hindu Code Bill. It seems you are of opinion that I have 
no right to inform Parliament of my view point on a Bill 
pending before it or to examine it on its merits when it is 
passed by Parliament “before giving my assent to it and 
__ my, insistance might involve a conflict between the 
President on the one hand and the Government and the 
Parliament on the ‘other. No such conflict need arise if 
the Government and Parliament recognise well-under- 
stood and well known democratic limitations on their 
power also, ‘particularly having regard to the fact that 
_ the present parliament has been constituted for a specific 
purpose and has been authorised to fuuction as a cafe- 
_ taker body pending the formation of ‘the Parliament 
envisaged in the constitution as a result of general 
election on the ‘basis of adult franchise. So for as ‘our 
‘constitution is “concerned, it confers in unequivocal 
_ words on the “president the “right to address and send 
message to Parliament, whether in respect toa bill then 
pending in Parliament or otherwise. Similarly it also 
nse on him in ‘unequivocal terms the right to declare 
either that he ‘assents to a pill oc that be withholds 
herefrom ‘when it has been passed by Parliament 
He is also authorised to return 


‘assent t 
and presented to him. 
the Bill to Parliament, ‘if it’ is not a money Bill, with a 
~ péssage requesting i reconsideration of the Bill or of any 
= specified provisions ‘thete-of. The ‘meaning of the words 
- which are clear and’ unequivocal in our constitution'is, 1 
take it, sought to be curtailed by importing and reading 


C z 
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intO our constitution certain practices and conventions 
of the British “constitution. While it is to be hoped that 
ordinarily and in most cases no difference between the 
Government and Parliament on the one hand and the 
President’on the other will arise, and the President will 
act in accordance with the British Constitution that the ẹ 
King acts on the advice of his Ministers; occasions requir- 
ing the President to take an independent line of his own 
Cannot be altogether and entirely ruled out. This is so 
both because the President, unlike the King of England, | 
holds his office by virtue of election for a. limited period 
of time and is liable to impeachment if he’acts in violation 
of the constitution and because our constitution is a 
Federal Constitution strictly limiting the powers oar i 
functions of the Union and the States, and conflict regar-—** 


ding legislation reserved for the consideration of the 
President between the State Government and Lagislature 
on the one hand and the Union Ministry on the other 
cannot be ruled out. In such cases, an awkward and 
impossible situation will arise if the President is bound to 


act on the advice of his Ministers against the decision of 
the State authority even 


in matters falling exclusively 
within the latters jurisdiction. But, 


whenever the constitution wanted that 
and practices should be 
constitution, 


i 
apart from this) ` 
British conventions | 
imported and read into our | 
it has expressly laid it down, as in the case 
of powers, privileges and immunities of the Parliament 
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ers On commitees. l am therefore, of the 


and its memb 
e constitution goes not admit a wholesale 


view that th 
importation of 
Constitution. 

conventions of the British constitutio 
Kings powers also limit the powers of the Government 
and the Parliament to sponsar and force such legislation 
without consulting the electrorate, and that is so even 
when, unlike our Parliament, the British Parliament isa 
wholly sovereign legislature and has no kind of limitation 
apd no conflict ca 


all practices and conventions of the British 
I may point out, however, that the same 
n which limit the 


n arise between the 


on its powers, 
it would not be 


Parliament and any other authority. 
rt and insist on some conventions and ignore 
the former contradict the 


unequivocal words used i the constitution. J have not 

han that the electorate, whick 
is the master of both of the Parliament and the President, 
should be given a chance to express itself on the merits 
of the Bill. I do not see that, in asking for that [am 
doing anything against the constitution Of against well 


known democratic principles. Indeed it might be said 
e Government and the Parliament who are 


acting in this matter against democratic principles. 


This difference could have been readily settled by the 
ple themselevs had there been 4 provision for refer- 


nstitution. 


right to impo 
others particularly when’ 


that it is th 


peo 
endum in the Co 
J may assure you that ] am the last person to 


create any conflict and will be prepared to go to the fur-- 
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therest extent to avoid it, I can do it Consistantly with my 
conscience and my views about the constitution, The 
decision to concentrate on Passing, as a seperate measure 

Part II of the Bill and to enacet it asa seperate Act 
before the session concludes undoubtedly reduces the 
field of difference of opinion on the provisions of the Bill, 
although it nullifies, for the time being at Jeast, the 
Object of codifying the Hindu Law and may raise a point 
of order for the Speaker. But it does not remove any 
fundamental objection to the moral and constitutional— 
as distinguished from more legal authority of Government 
and the present Parliament to Pass this Bill. Ordinarily, in 
case of such a conflict of views, 


when the electorate has 
not becn consulted and there is 


Government and the President regarding: the view of the 
electorate on the point at issue, a reference to the 
electorate is the democratic solution and for that purpose F 


even dissolution of Parliament may, bs resorted to. In 
the present case the question of diss 


and have already commenced in 
Forcing even Part II of the Bill at this stage, with general 

elections already in progress appears to me to be „highly 

undesirable and will be laying down a very wrong precedent 
for the future of our democracy at its very threshold, 


“The time for taking any decision. by me has yet 
to come. When it does, I will of Course write to you and 
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net giving my reasons for any decision that I may 


take. In the mean time, | can only ENC you he assu- 
rance that I shall not take any decision without giving my 
fullest consideration to all asepso of the question 
particularly the question of constitutional correnctness 


and popriety. 


the cabi 


Yours sincerely, 
Rajindra Prasad. 
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What a minister costs to the ex-chequer_ in one of 
the poorest States ina poor country like India, will be 
seen from the following Press report : 

“The 19 member Kashmir Ministry has cost Rs. 
1.75 lakhs as travelling charges during the first eight 
months of the Current year. This includes Rs. 1,22 
lakhs as T. A. and D. A. drawn by. the Ministers. Thus 
on an average a Minister has cost the public ex-chequer 
about Rs. 1200/- (in T.A. and D.A. Only) per month. 


The expenditure incurred on telephones of Ministers 
during 1970-71 to 1972-73 amounted to Rs. 6.38 Jakhs. 


Amazingly the total Rs. 2,74,00 Spent during 1970-71 in- 


cluded Rs. 1,06,891 as expenses of the telephones of the 
Agriculture Minister, 


ater and electricity. 
Besides other facilities, the Ministers are also 
provided free furnished Bungalows. The annual expendi- 
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re on this account is estimated to be over Rs. 4 lakhs. 
About Rs. 2.5 lakhs are being spent annually by 
the Ministers. as “discretionary grants”. 
Though apparantly a Minister in Jammu and 
Kashmir gets only Rs. 12,000/- per annum as allowance, 
yet the Govt. circles hold the view that a Minister costs 


’ the public ex-chequer not less than Rs. 1,20,000 whereas 
te has been put at about 


tu 


the per capita income of the Sta 


Rs. 300/- only. 
According 


to other press reports a Central Minister 
on similar lines costs the public ex-chequer Rs. 4 lakhs 


annum which is more than the privy purses of many 


per 
former Indian princes. although the per capita income of 


f the country as a whole is not more than Rs. 350/-. 


| 
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SYNOPSIS 


Every one in India agrees that the country is passing through a 
grave crisis. The President, the Prime Minister, other. Ministers, 
Government officials, political leaders and the man in the Street, freely 
talk about it in public and private. Some callit a crisis of character, 
some economic crisis and some others, a grave crisis but in fact it is a 
grave social, economic and political multicrisis. 


Opinions, however, differ as to the causes that brought it about. 


While the Government accuses the opposition lamb of making the, 


water muddy inspite of it being up stream itself, the Opposition 
attributes it to the Government? incompetence and ‚wrong policies. 


However much, the blate might lie with some one else includ- 
ing smugglers, black marketeeis, hoarders etc; the Government which 
has the powers and means to dexwvith all of them effectively cannot 
escape full responsibility for landing the co in such an awful mess, 
e situation demands, 
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under any pretext whatsoever. The least_t) 
therefore, is the earliest possible, mova Of the Government. To | 
bring this about by a revolution will on make matters worse and a 


military coup is out of questi y ți a majority of electorate already 
against the Government ¿ NE of its supporters always eager 
to support the probale Winner for personal gains, its removal should 
not be difficult to enog emocratically. 

f 


Which party” will-provide the alternative is a hypothetical 
question and must be left to the electorate to answer through elections 
when held under fairly reformed electoral svstem ‘Tfgphe successor 
Government fails to improve the existing sorry state*of affairs, it 
cannot create worse chaos. There is, however, no reason why the new 
Government should not do better, at least for the sake of providing a 
comparison with the replaced Government. Even if the ruling party 
wins again in a neck to neck race witha strong and united opposition, 
the ever present threat of removal at the slightest failure is sure to keep 
the Guvernment at its tenter hooks and much of the corruption, political 
favouritism and lethargy will end under fear of trials for its misdeeds 
by the successor Government, if not for fear of losing power. Tue 
much propagated stability of the Government does more harm than 
good to a democratic system and thereby to the country. Moreover 
a good government witha slender majority can be more stable than 
a bad Government with an overwhelming majority 


A joint concerted and continuous effort by all the lovers of 
the country and democracy for removing the unsuccessful minority 
Government is well worth trying. It can be backed by nationwide but 
peaceful demonstrations and agitations if the Government continues to 


nuilify democracy -by delaying the reformation of the country’s — 
electoral system “hich among its other Snags enables the ruling party 


to grab seats muca out of proportion to the votes it receives. E 
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